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PACHMAYR GRIPS 

NEW Star P) 45ACP... 

NEW Detonics, 45 A CP....*.. 

NEW Thompson Contender 

Forend.. . 

All Presentation & Pres. ComPac 

GM 45 C Combat Gov’t Frame.. . 

GM .45.. 

SW 39, S&W Mod. 39. 9mm. 

SW 59. S&W Mod. 59, 9mm. 

B-HP Browning Hi-Power. 

PPK/S Walther PP & PPK’s. 

B92 Beretta 9mm .. 

B84 Beretta .380. 

H & K Heckler & Koch... 


RED OIL 

The special lubricant used by U.S. Military Pistol Teams 
to insure function and reliability. Cleans foreign matter 
from the weapon as it is being used. Especially good for 
Combat Shooters. .2 oz, SI.95 


45 COMBAT SHOOTERS 


MMC HIGH VISIBILITY FIXED 
SIGHTS FOR COLT 1911 TYPE 

ont Sight. Ramp Bar Cross.$ 7.75 

ont Sight. Ramp w/serrations.$ 4.25 

;ar Sight, White Outline....$ 11.50 

:ar Sight, Plain..$ 9.00 


$18.95 “PISTOLERO” ASSEMBLY 

$11.50 Holster - Belt - Pouch - Combat Keepers- $105.00 

$16.50 
$ 5.95 
$ 6.00 
$ 6.95 


BURRIS SCOPES 
NATCHEZ EXCLUSIVE 
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CROSS HAIRS 
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Burlwood.. $ 

Black... .. .$ 

PPS Auto Grips.$1 

EZ Loaders.$ 

Idaho Reloaders.....$ 
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FIXED POWER 
2 *4X plex 

4x plex ... ..... 

6x plex... 

1 Ox plex.. •• 

12x plex.‘.. 

VARIABLE POWER 
1 *4X - 5x plex. 

2x - 7x plex 
3x - 9x plex . 

3x - 9x ARC Crosshair Dot (NEW) 
3x - 9x RAC Crosshair Dot (NEW) 

4x - 12x plex. . .. . 

6x - I8x plex. 

PISTOL SCOPES 

2x LER plex .. . . 

3x LER plex.. 

4x LER plex (NEW)., .... ..... 

6x LER plex (NEW).. 

MINI SCOPES 
Mini 4x plex 

Mini 6x plex ,.,.. -. 

Mini 8x plex. . 

Mini 2x • 7x plex .... 

Mini 3x - 9x plex .. . 


Rock Chucker Combo Special 

(die group A, B)... 

Reloader Special. 

Ammo Crafter II. 
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Die Sets (Group B)... 

3 Die Sets Carb. Group B 

5-0-5 Scales. .. . 

5 - 10 Scales I. 

10 - 10 Scales. 

Powder Measure Combo. 

Duo-Measure 

NEWLittle Dandy Powder Measure 

Little Dandy Powder Rotors. 

Case Trimmer less Pilot & Collet. 
Pro-Meli Pot Electric Fumice .. 

Accessory Kit II------ .. . 

Shell Holders. 
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Pilots.... 

Auto Prime-Feed Combo. 

304 Scale. 

Kenetic Bullet Puller. 

Auto Priming Too! ... 

Speer * 10 Manual, 
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M8-I0X Silhouette. 

M8-12X. 

M8-24X. 

VARI-XIH 1.5 x 5. 

VARI-XIII 2.5 x 8 . ... 

VARI-XIH 3.5 x 10. 

VARI-XIII 3.5 x 10 w/AO 
VARI-XI1 1x4. 

VARI-XII 2x7. 

VARI-XII 3x9. 
VARI-XII 3 x 9 w/AO. , 

For Dot Reticle Add- 

I inch rings. -- ,. . 

"STD” Bases 


H«x 5x Var WF. 

2x * 7x Var WF.. 

2x - 7x AT - LP. 

3x -9x 4-Plex.. . .. 

3x - 9x AT-WF... 

2x - 7x Trad. 

3x - 9x Trad. 

4x - 12x Trad.. 

4x - 12x AT... 

6x - I8x Trad. 

24x Trad....... 

Hlx PS. 

2^x PS. . . . 

16x FCH4MOA(6400) 

16x FCH(3200). 
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T 30... .. .. . ... ...... 
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MANTRAPPING 

by Ragnar Benson 

The first book ever published to explain how to capture the most crafty and danger¬ 
ous animal of all: man. Ragnar Benson, well respected as the author of Survival 
Poaching, has based this gut-wrenching book on his own personal mantrapping 
experiences while on special assignments in Asia, Africa, North and South America, 
and Cuba. Reveals over a dozen different traps specifically designed to catch and kill 
humans. This how-to manual is illustrated with detailed line drawings covering such 
mantraps as the Malaysian Hawk, the Andes Mountain Trail Trap , the Sheepeater's 
Rock Fail, and the Cuban Water Trap. Survivalists can use these systems to protect 
their retreats. Includes a special chapter on the philosophy of mantrapping. 7 X8'A, 
softcover, 15 chapters, illus., 88 pp., ISBN 0-87364-215-5. $8.00 
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THE ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE 

by Frederick Hal Vice 
Leave the rat race behind and take 
the fast track to top money. Vice’s 
rousing success story can be yours 
with this practical moneymaker’s 
manual that goes far beyond pretty 
pep talk and financial fairy tales. 
Solid guidelines, practical exam¬ 
ples, and real-life solutions—no 
get-rich-quick quackery. Dozens 
of case h istories support the acces¬ 
sibility of economic independence. 
5% X 0%. softcover. 120 pp $7.95 


BLACK MEDICINE I, II & III 

by N. Mashiro, Ph. D. 

Vol. I, Dark Art of Death— thorough and intriguing 
discussion of the human body's 140 vital points. Vol. 
II, Weapons At Hand— 112 parts of the body that 
are natural weapons, plus 180 deadly makeshift 
weapons. Vol. Ill, Low Blows Mashiro’s favorite 
fighting fechniques Lethal responses to wrist 
holds, punches, chokes, rear attacks, bear hugs, 
knives and clubs. 

Vol. 1 5V* x 8 Vi, softcover, 92 pp., photos $8.00 
Vol II 5V* x 8 Vi, softcover, 80 pp., photos $8.00 
Vol III 5 Vi x 8 Vi. softcover, 140 pp., photos $10.00 
The Set (3 volumes) $26.00 



DONT BECOME THE VICTIM 

by Marcus Wayne Rat ledge 
Jimmy Carter once called this 
book’s author “the most danger¬ 
ous criminal in the history of 
Georgia." Read Ratledge's inside 
story! Specific, down-to-earth de¬ 
tails on how to avoid becoming the 
victim of muggers, burglars, con 
artists, car thieves, rapists, etc. a 
gutsy, real-life guide by a reformed 
criminal and a gifted writer. 5% x 
8 Vi, softcover. 120 pp. $6.00 



LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 

by Dr. Bruce Clayton 
Who will survive the nuclear war 
that many experts predict is com¬ 
ing? Life After Doomsday tells you 
how to survive such a radioactive 
nightmare. Includes eye-opening 
information about shelters, food 
storage, home medical techniques, 
survival psychology, and shelter 
defense. 8 ttx 11 , hardcover, charts, 
drawings, photos. 180 pp. $19.95 
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HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fantastic, large format guide to making an smg or 
pistol silencer in the home workshop. Over 50 9" x 
12“ working machinists drawings are presented, all 
of superb quality. Shows step-by-step construction 
for three different firearms silencers, all of very 
advanced design. Improvised materialsand machin¬ 
ing techniques are suggested, and the text is written 
clearly and concisely. An excellent addition to your 
silencer bookshelf! Note Home Workshop Silencers 
I is for entertainment and historical purposes only. 9 
x 12, softcover. illu&. 00 PP. $ 12.00 
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GET EVEN 2 

by George Hayduke 
Outrageous sequel to Hayduke’s 
underground best seller. This sec¬ 
ond volume— More Dirty Tricks 
from the Master of Revenge- 
offers an all-new selection of mind- 
boggling tactics people use to Get 
Even with asinine enemies, big 
business bums, footloose lovers— 
ripoffs of all types. For entertain¬ 
ment purposes only!5V ? x 8 ’^, illus¬ 
trated, hardcover. 170pp $9.95 



THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
KARATE WEAPONS 

by Dr. Ted Gambordella, 4th Dan 
Defend yourself! And learn how to 
do it right with the only compre¬ 
hensive book on karate weapons 
ever published! Shows the proper 
usage and katas for seven lethal 
karate weapons, including nun- 
chuka, yawara sticks, sat. fighting 
knife, tonfa, staff, and bo. 8’4 x 11 , 
hardcover, 870 action photos, 
256 pp. $24.95 


GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book 
Of Dirty Tricks 

An hilarious overview ot the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with big 
business, government, and plain 
old enemies. More sophisticated 
and involved tricks are included, as 
devised by CIA and Mafia 
members, and political dirty trick¬ 
sters. Presents over 80 separate 
topics, 5^ x 8 Vi, 180 pp 

hardcover. $9.95 


THE GREAT SURVIVAL 
RESOURCE BOOK 

Compiled by Paladin Press 
The most complete resource book 
ever published for the modern sur- 
vivalistf Includes concise reviews 
and bibliographies of the most im¬ 
portant survival literature, listings 
of practical equipment suppliers. 
PLUS state-of-the-art articles by 
America's best survival writers. 0'4 
XII. hardcover, illus., 240 pp. 

$19.95 



THE REVENGE BOOK 

by Bob Smith 

Over the phone lines and through 
the mails, in the hands of mes¬ 
sengers and on the bachs of ver¬ 
min. The Revenge Book tells you 
how to strike out anonymously at 
those vexing jerks who make life 
miserable for you. Revenge artist 
Bob Smith guarantees you'll en¬ 
rage your victim s spouse, shock 
his neighbors and business asso¬ 
ciates—turn the world against him. 
5 V? x 8 M>, softcover, cartoons '$6.00 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

Never before available to the public. An extremely 
useful, comprehensive training manual on physical 
and combat survival, training, and tactics. Our 
inside sources believe this manual is used to instruct 
the elite Strategic Air Service (SAS). Contains rare 
info on evading and silencing guard dogs, sabotage 
and intelligence gathering, survival navigation, 
primitive medicine, evasion and escape, animal 
traps and snares, and much more. 8 V 2 x 11 , soft- 
cover, illus., 160 pp. $12.95 



SURVIVAL POACHING 

Tells the survivalist how to collect 
wild game under any circumstan¬ 
ces. using Indian secrets. Shows 
specific poaching methods for 
deer, elk. bear, moose, beaver, 
mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, 
grouse, pheasant, ducks, and 
dozens more. Includes detailed 
plans for many traps, snares, dead¬ 
falls, etc. Truly a fascinating and 
useful selection. 5% x 0’4 ,190 pp . 
hardcover, illus. 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES: 


Automatic & Concealable 
Firearms I $12.00 

Automatic & Concealable 

Firearms II.$12.00 

Slash and Thrust . . $6.00 

How To Kill I.. $6.00 

How To Kill II. $6.00 

How To Kill III ... . $6.00 

How To Kill IV $6.00 

How To Kill V ... $6,00 

(No Volume in the How To Kill Series 
available in Canada) 


Principles of Personal 
Defense . .$4.00 

Get Tough ... $12.95 

Special Forces Operational 
Techniques $12.95 

Special Forces Handbook . .$8.00 

War Story $14.95 

Home Workshop Guns I: 

The Submachine Gun . $8.00 

Home Workshop Guns II: 

The Handgun. $8.00 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 


AFGHANISTAN UPDATE 

Hassan Gailani, General Commander of the National Islamic Front (the 
largest pro-Western guerrilla group in Afghanistan) visited SOF offices in 
April to receive a large contribution from SOF’s Afghan Freedom Fighters’ 
Fund — a fund made possible by readers’ contributions. 

The Front represents more than 120,000 fighting men in the most heavily 
embattled sections of Afghanistan: the areas around Kabul, Jalalabad, 
Gardez, Paktia and Wardak Provinces. The number of freedom fighters 
would triple overnight if more weapons were available, Gailani reported. 

He was in command of 5,000 men in the rugged mountains surrounding 
Kabul, successfully fighting the Marxist Amin government, when the 
Soviets invaded in December 1979. Three times Gailani and his men had 
been within six kilometers of downtown Kabul — and success — when the 
Russians apparently decided they could not stand by and watch their puppet 
government go down in flames. They invoked the sham of “fraternal 
assistance” and seized the country. 

“Then, there was nothing we could do. We had no anti-tank rockets, no 
anti-aircraft weapons,” said Gailani. Rather than sacrifice his entire force 
in a useless gesture, he withdrew under pressure to regroup and plan for a 
new phase of the war, “In a way, we were happy,” Gailani said. “Instead 
of killing our own people — coerced into fighting for the Russians — we 
could kill Russians.” 

NICARAGUAN EXILES 

Soldier of Fortune magazine has learned that some Nicaraguan exiles in 
Honduras are still active against the communist-backed Sandinista 
Nicaraguan government. 

The exiles, living in refugee camps along the Honduran-Nicaraguan 
border, are now short of everything, due to the fact that their funds have 
been expended in conducting cross-border operations or in arming 
themselves for defense of their camps. Their most pressing needs are food 
and clothing; due to the nature of the area they are living in and the activity 
going on around them, their clothing needs are for serviceable fatigues and 
boots. 

If you have any old fatigues or boots that you either can’t wear or don’t 
want, send them to SOF and we will see that they are sent to the exiles. Send 
them to: SOF, Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters’ Relief, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

HEALY RETIRES 

Maj. Gen. Michael D. Healy, perhaps the Army’s most combat- 
experienced officer, has retired after 35 years of distinguished service. 

Known affectionately by his troops in Vietnam as “Iron Mike,” Healy 
was the nation’s highest-ranking Green Beret. 

The day of his retirement, he said, “At midnight I’ll become a retired 
soldier — civilian if you will — and I regret it. My main regret is that I can’t 
start all over again. I would like to walk in the back gate at Fort Sheridan 
like I first did and say: ‘Yes sir, I’ll go.’ ” 

Healy, who fought in both Korea and Vietnam, was an expert in un¬ 
conventional warfare and guerrilla tactics. He was wounded several times 
and won decorations for valor in both wars. During his retirement 
ceremony he was awarded his third Distinguished Service Medal. 

Healy said at the ceremony: “I’m no hero. I’m just a very fortunate and 
lucky officer who has had the privilege to take care of that ultimate weapon 
— the American soldier.” 

Gen. Healy spent five tours — almost eight years — in Vietnam. When he 
returned to CONUS in 1973, he assumed command of the John F. Kennedy 
Special Warfare Center at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Iron Mike Healy may have come into the Army via Fort Sheridan’s back 
gate, but when he retired, it was out the front gate he proudly walked. 
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SEND FOR FREE 
brochure 
featuring 
14 NEW designs 

New! l> 

A Kaufman s Exclusive! □ COMMANDO SUBDUEO DOG 
TAGS - Set includes: 2 G.l. Stainless Steel tags (regulation 
size) specially treated to be non-glare flat black, plus 2 black 
(4” & 24") ball chains .. $5.00/set ppd. 

Also □ regulation G.l. dog tags of stainless steel - 

set as above.$3.QQ/set ppd. 

Want us to emboss them? We’ll print ANYTHING - to 6 lines, 
up to 16 characters per line (spaces count). Please print info 
desired. □ Imprinting... Only $1.00 per tag ($2.00/aet) 
T-Shirt* TELL IT ALL! Huge Striking designs of killer elite, 
commando forces. Our finest quality shirts feature Bold 2 ( t 
color imprints. NOT a rubbery heat transfer. WON’T peel, chip, T 
fade or make you sweat! Choose □ Special Forces (Grey 
shirt, black & white design. Shrink-free, comfort blend, 50% 
polyester/50% cotton) or □ Airborne/Banger (Black shirt, 
red & white design. Natural fiber 100% cotton). Only $7.95 
plus $1.25 shipping each. Specify size (S, M. L. XL) Another 
Kaufman’s Exclusive! 
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Kaufman’s West. Dept. A-38 
504 tfele S.E.. Albuquerque, N.M. 87106 
^ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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M othball 
fleet ... 

Defense Secretary Caspar Weinber¬ 
ger plans to seek Reagan administra¬ 
tion approval of a plan to de-mothball 
four WWII- and Korean War-era bat¬ 
tleships as cruise-missile carriers. 

Pentagon sources say it would cost 
about $4 billion to restore the four 
ships — the New Jersey, Missouri, 
Iowa and Wisconsin — as cruise- 
missile firing platforms. 

The last time any of them saw ac¬ 
tive duty was in 1968 when the New 
Jersey was brought out of mothballs 
and sent as a support gunship to Viet¬ 
nam. 

D ischarge 
papers ... 

Former servicemen and women 
who have lost their discharge papers 
can obtain replacements by writing: 
General Services Administration, Na¬ 




tional Personnel Records Center (Mili¬ 
tary Personnel Records), 9700 Page 
Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63132. The follow¬ 
ing material should be neatly printed 
or typed: exact name under which 
entered service; Social Security 
number; rank at discharge; type of 
discharge; exact beginning and end¬ 
ing dates of active duty and place 
where discharged. One must request 
— in longhand — “a true and certified 
copy of my latest DD Form 214” and 
sign his name. It requires two weeks 
to two months for processing, inclu¬ 
sion of an SASE will speed things up. 


S ERVICEMEN 

INCOME BILL ... 

Rep. Philip Crane, R-lll., has in¬ 
troduced H.R. 1308, the Servicemen’s 
Retention Act, aimed at keeping sen¬ 
ior personnel in the services. 

Under the measure, an active-duty 
member of the armed forces would 
pay no taxes at all on 25 percent of his 
salary after four years’ experience. If 
he remains in past eight years, the ex¬ 
clusion rises to 35 percent of his 
salary; past 12 years, 40 percent and 
past 16 years, 50 percent. 

Crane said he believes that, if en¬ 
acted, the legislation would serve to 
“induce enlistment, bolster morale, 
encourage retention and, ultimately, 
strengthen the all-volunteer force.” 


B ott 

MIA ... 

The parents of Staff Sgt. Russel P. 
Bott, former 5th Special Forces 
Group, would like to hear from anyone 
who knew him or has information 
about his disappearance in Laos in 
1966. Bott was reported MIA in Laos’ 
Savannakhet Province in December of 
that year and his parents have con¬ 
ducted an unsuccessful 10-year 
search for information about the cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Information may be sent to: P.O. 
Box 431, Lancaster, MA 01561. 


W ORLD 

MAP AVAILABLE .. . 

One of the best deals around is the 
Defense Mapping Agency’s Series 
1150 world map. For $28.50, one can 
obtain six sheets that, when assem¬ 
bled, make a seven- by nine-foot wall 

Continued on page 72 
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RETURN FROM 
THE RIVER KWAJ 


EAGLE 

SQUADRONS 


[ The Fall of 
[SouthVietnam 

SSlalements hv 

l Vidnamcic Military 
I onrf Civilian I caJcrx 


The Normandyl 
Campaign 


AUGUST 


A PICTORIAL 
HISTORYOFTHE 
CC 1920-1945 


AIRWAR 


-WORLD 
WAR II 


KEITH FERRIS 


Relive the deadly dogfights... 
raging air attacks...death-defying 
bomb mns...blazing wartime 
action on land, sea, and in the air, 

■ through this outstanding 
Election of military books. 


Mesi«Khmitt 


5702 $14.95 3053 $10.95 5926 $15.00 1834 $12.95 4366 58.95 


2972 $12.50 9134 $39.80 4390 $10.95 


Choose 4 books for only 98$ 

with membership. 


One moment you're settling into a comfortable chair in your 
home and the next, you’re 4.000 feet above the French coun¬ 
tryside. squeezing off death-dealing bursts of 50mm rounds at 
a screaming Focke-Wulf 190. 

Now you can enjoy hour after hour of heart-poundmg war¬ 
time action through the Military Book Club's outstanding collec 
lion. These books will put you in the pilot's seat for do-or-die 
dogfights. . .you'll get your feet wet at daring beachhead inva¬ 
sions you'll whiff gunpowder on grueling week-long infantry 
assaults and huddle behind the scenes where life-and-death 
command decisions are being made before your eyes 

How the Club works. 

After your membership's accepted, you II receive your four 
books for 98C plus shipping and handling If you are not sat¬ 
isfied. return them within 10 days, cancel your membership, 
and you owe nothing 

Once you’ve purchased just four books during your first two 
years of membership you may resign at any time 

About every four weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive, free, 
the Club's magazine describing the coming selection and alter¬ 
nates. which save you up to 30% off publishers' edition prices 

If you want the selection, do nothing, it will be shipped to 
you automatically If you want an alternate, or no book at all, 
indicate your preference on the order form and return it by the 
date specified That date allows you 10 days to decide If you 
receive an unwanted selection because you had less than 10 


days, return it at our expense There is a shipping and handling 
charge on all books shipped 

The Military Book Club offers its own complete, hardbound 
editions sometimes altered in size to fit special presses and 
save members even more 

Note: Prices shown are publishers' edition prices. 

FREE! When you join. 

2 Giant Full-Color 
World War II Strategy Maps 



I*"------ 1 

S Military Book Club 

[ Dept. CR-018. Garden City. N.Y 11530 

I Please accept my application for membership in the Military | 

I Book Club and send me the four books whose numbers I have i 

I printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 98< plus shipping and I 

1 handling I understand that I need buy only four more books at I 

[ regular low Club prices during the firs! two years of my mem- j 

[ bershtp to complete my purchase commitment. My member- J 

I ship will be subject to the terms and conditions presented in j 

I this ad. Also send me the two free WWII Strategy Maps, mine j 

I to keep whether or not I remain a member | 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my four j 
selections. I may return the books within 10 days, and my 
membership will be canceled. I may keep the two WWII Strat- j 
I egy Maps and I will owe nothing. | 

Note: If you select 2-volume AIRWAR set, write 9134 in 2 [ 

j boxes, then choose 2 more selections. ! 


Mr 

Mrs -- 

Miss 

Address Apt No 

City _ 

State . _ Zip 

Members accepted in U S A and Canada only Canadian 
members will be serviced from Toronto Offer slightly different 
in Canada 04-MI 84 
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Horton Safari Magnum Crossbow. 

The perfect hunting and survival weapon. 

• Compact and light. Weighs just over 
4 lbs. 

• Warp-proof, forest green colored stock. 
Rugged construction. Impervious to 
weather. 

• Magnum powered 125 lb. steel prod. 

• Patented Dial-A-Range® scope sighting 
system. Eliminates “hold-over”. (Telescope 
optional) 

• Complete set includes aperture sights, 
cocking stirrup, and two aluminum bolts. 

• Lifetime Guarantee to original owner. 
Want more details? See your dealer or 
write us for a free brochure. 



Division of General Sporting Goods Corp. 
Box 30-06, 798 Cascadilla St. 

Ithaca, NY 14850 • Phone (607) 273-2993 



Q uestions to 
JEFF cooper ... 

Sir: 

As I’m sure you are aware, our 
military is considering dropping the 
venerable .45 ACP 1911-A1 for the 
greatly inferior 9mm parabellum of our 
European allies. I am sure you realize 
the gravity of this mistake. Just what, 
sir, can be done to abort this error? If 
you wonder at my animosity in regard to 
this “improvement,” let me explain. 

Some time ago, I met an Israeli col : 
onel who had been in every major Israeli 
conflict since the mid-’40s. Israel uses 
the 9mm extensively. My acquaintance’s 
comment on the effectiveness of the 
9mm which he has had to use for so 
long: “From here to the door, it usually 
won’t take more than three or four 


CQMMAIMDQ tm Indestructable Nylon Band with Exclusive 
WATCH BA \ U Crystal Cover Strap! 



^Protects your Watch* 

‘Conceals Nighttime Glow* 

Heavy-Duty, Resin Treated Type 8 Mil-Spec 
Web, 1-23/32". Sewn with nylon thread. 
Nearly indestructable and will not rot, Hook- 
n-Loop closures secure the cover and our 
unique double-locking wrist band. Will not 
come off even under stress. Washable. 
Measure wrist to nearest 1/4" and specify 

color. Olive, Black, Sage Green, Navy. 

Order now, only $5.50, postpaid. 


BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the same 
material _as our Commando Watchband. Regular size fits most 
pocket knives and all width belts. Hook-n-Loop protective flap 
keeps knife safe and ready when you need it. Same color choices, 

PCH-ST, only $3.95 

PCH-XL, Extra Large size for Buck size knives and Champion, 
Specify type. Olive, Black or Tan. Just $4.95 


NYLON PARAPACK COMMANDO WALLET 

Made to our specifications. Rugged Parapack or Cordura Nylon 
Cloth. Durahle, Water repellent finish. Rugged, 5 pocket wallet, 
stows I.D., Credit Cards and Money. Velcro® strip keeps wallet 
securely closed. Rot resistant, floatahle, washable, form fitting and 
mighty comfortable. Now available in Olive, Black, Red, Brown, 
Blue and Camouflage. Now $8.25 postpaid 




Order these action products by sending your check or money order to: 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 476, Marietta, GA 30061 
Phone Orders: (404) 428-1234 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


rounds to drop the SOB.” The door was 
perhaps 15 feet distant. 

Let us also look at an occurrence with 
the Illinois State Police. A trooper 
drilled eight kill-zone hits in an armed 
felon, who stood stunned, until he drop¬ 
ped dead from loss of blood. 

If there is some way to protest this 
9mm fiasco, please enlighten me. 

With utmost respect, 

George F. Littlejohn 
New Britain, Connecticut 

Jeff Cooper replies: 

Your concern is understandable , and 
your points are well taken . 7 have been 
besieged by sheaves of letters of outrage 
since the word first got around that the 
U.S. Defense Department was preparing 
its Great Leap Backward in handgun 
policy , and my response has been as 
follows: 

At first glance it does seem queer that 
America — the only major power to un¬ 
derstand and appreciate the pistol — 
should consider scrapping its marvelous , 
epoch-making sidearm, the undisputed 
champion of the world , for something 
strikingly less efficient — especially one 
using a cartridge that is even older than 
ours and which wasn *t much good way 
back in 1908 when it was introduced. 

If we look more deeply into the 
matter , however , we can detect some 
reasons. 

To begin , a pistol is just not 
important to an army , no matter how it 
may seem to a soldier . Battles are not 
won with pistols. Pistols sometimes save 
the lives of soldiers, but while that is 
terribly important to the man involved , 
it is of scant concern to his government. 

A friend of mine commanded a 
battalion at Iwo f and in that fight he 
went through three sets of lieutenants , 
either killed or otherwise hors de 
combat. That's about 75 officers. 

Perhaps two or three.of those young 
men might have saved themselves by 
expert use of a handgun. That would 
have been felicitous for them but it 
would have had no effect at all upon the 
outcome of the battle , so it just does not 
matter whether they carried the splendid 
.45 Colt , the five-and-dime U.S. Carbine 

Continued on page 76 
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Announcing 
a limited offering 
of superior quality 
collector pistol stocks. 





AUTHORIZED BY THE FAMOUS MAUSER WERKE IN 
OBERNDORF, GERMANY. 

"This sole and exclusive right is held on/y by Odin International, Limited 

The original Artillery and Naval Parabellum Stocks have been placed back into 
production for a truly limited production run. Authorized by the Mauser Werke in 
Oberndorf, Germany, the stocks are made of genuine European hardwood and are 
offered for sale to serious gun collectors. (The two classic Parabellum stocks will not be 
offered after this limited production run is sold out.) 

Each stock features Old World craftsmanship, with polished hardwood stock. The 
machined metal attaching iron (lug) is blued in traditional style. This offer represents a 
rare opportunity to acquire an authentic series of classic stocks. 

Only 1,500 Naval Stocks will be manufactured for the United States. The original 
Naval Stock has been reproduced from that originally introduced in 1904. It is complete 
and features the original unit disc which distinguishes this stock from other Parabellum 
types. 

Only 5,000 Artillery Stocks are to be manufactured in the limited “Collector Series” 
to be sold in the United States. These Artillery Stocks are duplicated from the original 
production by the Mauser Werke in 1936, which were produced for two orders. The 
first was the famous “Persian” 8-inch Artillery contract. The second was a very limited 
production of 100 8-inch Artillery Parabellums made for the Royal Siamese (Thai) 
Police. 

Each Parabellum Stock is accompanied by a Certificate of Registry confirming the 
issue limit. Each handsome Certificate displays the “Original Mauser” seal attesting to 
this limited offering. 

The Naval Stock is priced to serious collectors at $100.00 each; the Artillery Stock 
is priced at $80.00 each. 

From an investment standpoint, it is important to remember that high quality 
stocks have dramatically increased in value over the past 10 years, far more than most 

collectibles. 



FOR THE FIRST TIME, A LIMITED EDITION OFFERING OF 
THE ORIGINAL F N BROWNING (GP) MODEL 1935 HI- 
POWER STOCK. 

Less than 1,000 will be sold in the United States. When these are sold out, there will 
be no further offerings. 

Odin International Limited obtained the last remaining quantity of original attaching 
irons (lugs) directly from the famous F N (Fabrique Nationale) Factory located in 
Herstal, Belgium. These original lugs were produced many years ago. Our offering 
features a wood stock which has been meticulously duplicated to assure authenticity. 
The holster exactly duplicates the original. Remember these are original F N lugs which 
are used in this limited offering. 

You may order the stocks without holster, exactly as shown, for $100.00 each, or 
order the stocks with holsters attached for $130.00 each. Each Model 1935 Hi-Power 
(GP) Stock is accompanied by a Certificate of Registry confirming the issue limit. 

The introduction of these stocks is the first truly unique offer of this type ever made 
in the United States. Remember when these are sold out, there will be no more offer¬ 
ings. 

The introduction of these stocks is the first truly unique offer of this type ever made 
in the United States. Remember when these are sold out, there will be no more offerings. 
Send check or money order to address below and include $3.00 additional to cover 
postage and handling. Money back if not completely satisfied. 

Direct all inquiries to: 

Odin International Ltd., Dept. SOF-6 

818 Slaters Lane, Alexandria, VA 22314 
Telephone: 703-549-2508 












THE DCL 

. . conceived for concealment, yet fast 
enough for combat competition, this custom 
crafted carrier accomodates two spare 
magazines at no compromise to discretion or 
speed. A patented magnetic retention system 
makes reserve ammunition or specialty rounds 
instantly available from the contoured, low- 
profile carrier. The rig is sculpted from black 
harness leather for single column .45 ACP or 
9mm parabellum magazines, and adapts to 
belts up to 1-3/4" wide. Priced at J22.50 and 
preferred by professionals the world over, the 
DCL is now available in the United States 
expressly from: 



1377 "K" STREET 
SUITE 515 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
20005 


COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 

Shooting From Cover 


Ken Hackathorn 



O NE of the most interesting concepts 
of the new pistolcraft technique is 
that of shooting from cover in practical 
pistol competition. Since the early 
1960s, many match designers have had 
the contestant fire at his targets from a 
well-protected position — usually a por¬ 
table wooden barricade. A number of 
courses require the contestant to shoot 
from the barricade while keeping his feet 
within a confined space, which means 
only a small part of the body is exposed 
while firing. I am afraid, however, that 
proper use of cover has been limited in 
practical-shooting practice and police¬ 
training programs. How do we teach a 


W r GIVE YOUR 

r GUN THE 

NTTEX 

APPEARANCE 

1 

TO 

HATCH 

ITS 

PERFORMANCE 




DEALER 
INQUIRIES INVITED 


HARD, CORROSION-RESISTANT METAL 
FINISHING PROCESS PROVIDES HANDSOME 
APPEARANCE OF STAINLESS STEEL 


THIS IS THE FINISH! It protects ALL metal surfaces 
by a combination of heat and chemical treatments. 
The surface you see; the bore where deterioration 
is most deadly; moving parts—without harm to 
close machine tolerances, without loss of temper 
to springs. Far outlasts blueing. Lab and field 
tested for several years. Provides like-new restora¬ 
tion for favorite guns; special good-looking 
protective finish for that new purchase. Results 
guaranteed! investigate. 


_ BOG N. QlftmriMa 

NITKY Richardson, Texas, 7 50ft 1 
ai4-a&o-ci43 


student to fire from cover with good 
results? 

“Cover” is a means of protecting your 
hide from hostile fire. On the street, any¬ 
thing that serves this end is acceptable. 
Most pistol ranges lack any form of na¬ 
tural cover, and students — be they po¬ 
lice officers or practical pistol shooters 
— are usually asked to solve tactical 
problems without having any cover. 

It would be simple to pull an automo¬ 
bile, for example, onto the firing range 
and then require students to use it as 
cover while engaging targets. This would 
simulate street action. Any police- 
academy instructor or training-range of¬ 
ficer who fails to teach use of proper, 
protected firing positions is naive. 

John Farnam, well known as a police 
firearms instructor, goes to great lengths 
to combine the best of various firearms 
programs with his Duelatron-II elec- 



John Farnam (right), whose Duelatron 
defense system is outlined in this 
month’s Combat Pistolcraft, compares' 
tactics on a defensive scenario with 
Andy Langley. Photo: Greg Moats 

tronic training system. Farnam wisely 
teaches that cover is critical to survival. 
Practical pistol shooters can learn much 
from the teaching techniques used in 
Farnam’s police-firearms-training sem¬ 
inars. 

An officer will normally seek cover at 
the first sign of danger, but he should 
learn how to shoot from cover, achieving 
maximum hits and minimum exposure. 
Although police officers are expected to 
do this, they are not taught how. Once 
safely behind cover, an officer can plan 

Continued on page 82 
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S.W.A.T, COMBAT MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN 
Increases shell capacity to 7 (18” or 
longer bbls.), 8 ( 20 ” or longer bbls.), or 
10 (26" or longer bbls.). Made for Rem¬ 
ington 870, 1100; Winchester 1200; and 
Browning 5-A. Installs easily without 
alteration. Now used by the F.B.I., 
Secret Service and others. Full Warran¬ 
ty. Include make, model and gauge 
when ordering. 

7 or 8 SHOT MODEL. . $22.00 

10 SHOT MODEL (Not available for 
Browning 5-A........... .$36.00 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 




BUY DIRECT AND ES 
SAVE MONEY ^ 


BRAND NEW RUGER 
MINI-14 ACCESSORIES 



SATIS 
GUARANTEED 


FACTION 

OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 







‘S.W.A.T. COMBAT*tm FOLDING 
STOCK Installs easily In minutes. No 
alteration to the weapon Is required. 

#32050 REMINGTON 870.. .$69.95 

#32052 WINCHESTER 1200..... $69.95 
(Add $2.00 shipping per stock.) 

VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT 

The soft collapsible hat 
made famous In Vietnam. 

Very comfortable. 

Sizes: S,M,L,XL. 

#1150 O.D. GREEN or 
#1160 CAMOUFLAGE. (Specify).". $5.95 
(Add $1.00 per ha t for shipping!) 

#M164X Complete Hunting Outfit 
including Bushnell 4x scope and 

rings and mount.Only $54.95 

#M1639 With 3-9x Bushnell variable 
. $69.95 (Add $ 2.00 for shipping.] 
NEW 

MILITARY SURPLUS 
BARGAINS! 

Special Sale! 

Brand New Original 
G.l, M-65 Field 
Jackets 
Sizes: S.M.LXL 
5 #1100 O.D. GREEN. .$44.95 

#1111 CAMOUFLAGE. $44.95 

#1121 Original G.l. M-65 Cold Weather 
Field Jacket Liners, S.M.L.XL. $16.95 
#10000 USMC Camo Poncho. $29.95 
#10009 G.l. Camo Poncho Liners $29.95 

#10160 New G.l. Compass. $29.95 

#1140 U.SAF. MA-1 Flyer’s Jacket. 

Fully reversible, sage green and 
Inter - national Oratfge. 

Sizes: S,M,L,XL. .£41.95 

#10070 New M-17 Gas Mask with 
filters and bag., $ 44.95 

#10052 U.S. Army .45 Auto Belt 

Holster, black. . .$19.95 

#10053 U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder Hol¬ 
ster, fits .45 auto, black . $19.95 

#10004 M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag, 
latest Issue, mummy style, $49.95 
AID G.l. 1st Aid Kit, all emergency 
items in G.l. O.D. case that $ 5.95 
#10002 G.l. Flashlight with extra filters 

and bulb, O.D. $ 4.95 

#10095 U.S. Army O.D, Plastic Canteen 
with latest issue canteen cover $ 6.95 
#11207 U.S.A.F.Sunglasses,gold-plated 

frames, case included.$19.95 

#90012 M P Peerless Hand cuffs $ 19.95 
#10056 G. I. Combat Pack, used $ 5.95 
#10220 Latest Issue C-Rations.. $34.95 
#10050 Canadian Army Browning 9mm 

Hi-Power Holster.5 9.95 

#22279 Gen. British Commando Knife 
with black leather sheath.. $19.95 

#5733 U.S.A.F. Survival Knife with 
leather sheath' and sharpening 

stone, 5 " blade.. $1195 

#5604 U.S.M.C. Combat Knife 7" 
blade with leather sheath $14.95 
#1760 U.S. Army Stainless Steel 
Pocket Knife, 4 - blades, 1000 
uses. $ 7.95 

#6145 U.S. Army Machete, 10” 
blade with O.D. Sheath $10.95 

‘All items are new, genuine, not import 
Please add $1.00 shipping for^ 
first Item; for additional 
items add 75*. 




BRAND NEW FACTORY 
FRESH COMBAT & TARGET 
MAGAZINES 

#33206 German Luger 9mm.. . $12.95 

#33004 AR-15/M-16 20-shot G.I.. $ 4.00 
#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.I.. $ 6.00 
#33008 AR-15/M-16/AR-180/AR-18, 

40-shot steel.$24.95 

#33009 AR-15/M-16 Israeli Army 
30-shot plastic....$9.95 
#33000 Mlnl-14* 20-shot bl $ 9.95 
#33002 Mini 14* 30-shot bl $12.95 
#33010 Browning Hl-Power 

9mm Pistol, 13-shot.$15.00 

^ #33012 Browning Hl-Power 

9mm Pistol, 22 -shot.$20.00 

#33451 Colt .45 Auto, 7-shot,... $ 5.00 
#34515 Colt .45 Auto, 15-shot .. $15.00 
#33208 S&W Model 39,blued steel$7.00 
#33210 Walter P-38 9mm, blued $12.00 
#33204 Ruger 10/22* 25-shot. . $24.95 
(Add $1.00 for first magazine — 50* for 
each additional magazine for 
shipping!) 

w.w. i 

KNUCKLE KNIFE 

Exact reproduction — brass handle, 
6 ” blade. Truly a collector’s Item. 
Check local laws before ordering. You 

must be over 21.#700918... $19.95 

#700918SSpecial Sale— 2for$35.00 
(Add $1.50 per knife for shipping) 



NEW 8-SHOT 
TEAR GAS 
REVOLVER 

Fires 8 — .22 cal. 
tear gas cartridges 
or blanks in seconds. Heavy-duty metal 
construction with one-step ejection. 
Checkered grips. You must be over 21. 
Tear gas cannot be sent to California. 
91000 BLUE -Sale Priced at only $9.95 
91002 CHROME -Sale Priced at $10.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

91004 Hip Holster.. .$2.95 

91006 Tear Gas Cartridges(IO).. $ 2.00 
91008 Extra-Loud Blanks -(100).$ 3.00 



#31400 MINI-14* SIDE-FOLDING 
PARATROOPER FOLDING STOCK Is 
made of the finest quality materials. 
Folds to right like the Israeli, GalH 
and Swiss SG 53. Series 180 $99.95 
#RMSM Scope Mount, no drilling or 

tapping..... ..$14.95 

#RM 1 Rear Sight Tool, .$ g .95 

#RM2 Match Rear Sight, Blued $ 9.95 
#RM4 Flash Hider, Blued Steel, 

Installs In seconds.____ $14.95 

#RM5 Stainless Flash Hider... $19.95 
#RM 6 Extra Power Recoil Spring — 
Improves feeding, reliability. Specify 

180 or 181 Series.....$ 4.95 

#RM7 Ventilated Handguard - Very 
best space-age black plastic.. $13.50 
Please add $ 1.00 for shipping 

BRITISH COMMANDO _ 
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NEW 

PARATROOPER 
^FOLDING STOCKS 
for the M-1 Carbine and the Ruger 
10/22*1 Walnut with blued ordnance 
steel, ready to install by anyone. Fits 
all G.l. and commercial Carbines. 
#31000 for G.l. Nat. Ord. and Plain- 
field. . .... $69.95 

#310U0 for Universal Firearms Corp. 
Carbine. ... .. $69.95 

#31022 for Ruger 10/22* Carbine S69.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

BRAND NEW M-1 CARBINE 
ACCESSORIES 

#30016 5-shot Magazine.$ 2.50 

#30018 15-shot Magazine_... 2.50 

#30020 30-shot Magazine.... . $ 3.50 
#30000 60-rd. Jungle Clip — (Clips 

2-30 shot dips together).$ 4.95 

#30002 Sling and Oiler. $ 2.95 

#30022 15-rd. Magazine Pouch — 
holds 2-15 shot mags.. 1.50 

#30024 30*rd. Magazine Pouch — 
holds 2 or 4-30 shot mags..... $ 4.95 

#30010 Flash'Hider.$11.95 

#30008 Muzzle Brake — Reduces 
recoil and muzzle lump.. $11.95 

#30006 Double-Ended Piston Nut 

Wrench. $2.95 

#30004 Scope Mount, no drilling or 

tapping......... $11.95 

#30013 Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical 

Manual.. _ ...___... $ 5.95 

(Add $1.00 for shipping) 

Warning this 
THE device Is not to be 

I ittI p used for survell- 

LiiiLC lance! Automat- 

BLACK BOX icaliy starts 

recorder when 
telephone Is picked 
up. Records entire 
conversation, both 
sides ... Then 
automatically 
stops recorder 
when phone Is hung up! Can be attach¬ 
ed anywhere along the line — plugs In¬ 
to ANY recorder and causes absolutely 
no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1”x2”x3". 

#90002. SPECIAL SALE! 

Now only. .... $29.95 

(Add $1.00 for shipping) 


COLT.45 AUTO MAGS & CLIP 
POUCH SET Heavy Duty 
G.l. Canvas Pouch with 2 
brand new G.l. .45 auto 
magazines #452M.. $10.95 

G.I.AR-15/M-16 30 ROUND 
MAGS & POUCH SET #M16S 
G.l. Pouch with 3 New G.l. 

30-shot magazines . $24.95 
RUGER MINI-14 30 ROUND MAGS & 

POUCH SET G.l.Pouch with 3 New30-shot a ga in ,Slz~es :s7m,L.‘ 

magazines #M16S. .. $39.95 ‘Please send height, chest and waist 

(Add $1.00 per set for shipping!) measurements for an exact fit. 

PARALYZER” #3CB ^O n| y $9.95 (Add S2.00 for Shipping.) 

TEAR GAS 
WEAPONS < ^ , L 

Causes violent coughing, sneezing, 
tremendous burning sensation to eyes, M-16/AR-15 { ACCESSORIES 

nose, throat and skin — completely— #M161 G.l. M-7 Bayonet with sheath’ 


BATTLE JACKET 
LAST CALL! 

This attractive 
jacket Is Brand 
New British govern¬ 
ment surplus. A 
lightwe 
ged, at 1 -1 
jacket made 
color, denim. May 
never be available 





disabling assailant for 10-15 minutes, 
You must be over 21. No sales to Calif 

92000 POCKET MODEL - $4.95. 

SPECIAL — $36./dozen 

92001 KEY RING HOLSTER - Fits 
Pocket Model holds your keys.. $2.95 
92004 POLICE MODEL - $6.95 

SPECIAL-$48Jdozen 
(Add $1.00 per unit or $2.50 per dozen 
for shipping) 

★ BRAND 

NEW 

NEW RIOT GUN 


. $29.95 

#M162 Ordnance & Armorer’s Wrench 

... ...... $ 12.00 

#M163 S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing 
Device, reduces flash, screws on 

instantly...$16.95 

#M164 ART AR/15 M-16 SCOPE 
MOUNT $19.95 add $1.00 for shipping 



PISTOL GRIP KIT is legal to 
own and use. Ideal for vehicles, 
boats and close combat situations. 
The ultimate In firepower and short¬ 
ness. Used extensively by Federal law 
enforcement officers. Complete with 
two sling loops. Easy to install. No 
alterations. For Rem. 870, Marlin 120, 
Win. 1200, Mossberg Pump, High Stan¬ 
dard Pump, Win. Mod 12, and Ithica 37. 
(Please specify when ordering.) #RGK. 
..$30.00 (Add $2.00 for shipping.) 


NEW! RARE! QUICK-RELEASE VIET¬ 
NAM ISSUE PISTOL BELT 

#10034.. . $5.95 

(Add $1.00 for shipping) 


THE BLACK BOOK OF 
DIRTY TRICKS 

"Improvised Munitions Handbook,” is 
the most sought after, heretofore im¬ 
possible to obtain Army Manual. In¬ 
cludes revealing chapters on: Improvis¬ 
ed Explosives and Propellants; Mines 
& Grenades; Small Arms Weapons & 
Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; Incendiary 
Devices; Fuses; Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, 
and Recolless Rifles from easy to ob¬ 
tain materials and much, much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited 
Number Available! ORDER NOW! 
#BB2. . . ..,.$10.00 ppd. 


BA, MC, COD’s may call 800-323-3233 - 
$25.00 minimum phone order. Illinois, 
Alaska and Hawaii call 312-598-4466. 
PARELLEX CORP., Chicago Ridge, IL 
60415 Information #312-598-4466. To 
order by mail, use the coupon below or 
separate sheet. Mail with payment. 



Mail to: Parellex Corp. Box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 

DEPT. SOF-7 

Please send following_ 


□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed $ 
CHARGE TO MY: □ Mastercharge 


□ Visa/Bankamerica Card 


~TT 


TT 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! 
My name is __ 


EXP. PATH | Mill 

ILLINOIS RESIDENTS 
INCLUDE SALES TAX 


I live at 
City 


State 


•Huger Mlnl-14 and Mini Huger 10/22 Is 
a registered trademark oJ Sturm, Huger 
& Co., Inc. 


-Zip, 


□ Please send new illustrated catalog. 
Catalog free with order. 
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GOODBYE, DARKNESS — A Memoir 
of fhe Pacific War. By William Man¬ 
chester. Boston: Little, Brown and Com¬ 
pany. 1980. 401 pp. $14.95. Review by 
William Brooks. 

W ILLIAM Manchester needs no in¬ 
troduction. Noted author of The 
Death of a President , The Arms of Krupp 
and American Caesar , Manchester has 
written 13 books. He is writer-in-residence 
at Wesleyan University in Middletown, 
Conn., and a Marine combat veteran of 


WWI1. 

Goodbye, Darkness is a memoir of his 
experiences in the Pacific between 1942 
and 1945, a life where . .death sought 
me, during which time I was transformed 
from a cheeky youth to a troubled man 
who, for over thirty years, repressed what 
he could not bear to remember.” 

Postwar literature is satiated with ac¬ 
counts of European campaigns, but the 
general public has remained comparative¬ 
ly ignorant of the most barbarous fighting 
of the war — the South Pacific: a theater 
comparable only to the Russo-German 
Front — where the dead were stacked like 
cordwood; where men slept with corpses 
and used them to build barricades. 
Neither side showed compassion, quarter 
was rarely asked and seldom given, and 
the enemy was considered subhuman. 

Haunted by nightmares of the war and 
by an overpowering sense of loss, the 
author returns to the hallowed islands 
where thousands of his generation gave 
their lives. Manchester walks the beaches 
where Americans attacked the Japanese, 
and climbs again the trails he had known 
as a scared young sergeant leading a sec¬ 
tion of raggedy-assed Marines into savage 
combat. 

Once more he digs a foxhole and spends 
the night alone, on an eerie jungle ridge 
waiting for the dreadful dreams to 
pounce: 

“The air was rank with the stench of 
feces and decomposing flesh, and the 
cratered surface looked like hell with the 
fire out. Two men were trudging upward 
from opposite sides. One, wearing muddy 
battle dungarees and the camouflaged hel¬ 
met cover that we wore to distinguish us 
from Army infantrymen, was the 
scrawny, Atabrine-yellow, cocky young 
sergeant of Marines who had borne my 
name in 1945. The other was the portly, 
balding, Brooks-Brothered man who 
bears it today.” 



Throughout his quest, the author is fre¬ 
quently astonished at how the trappings 
of junk-civilization have defiled what he 
knows to be sacred ground, mocking the 
valor of the past: 

“...A monument to the Marine dead 
defaced by graffiti. But perhaps the 
memorial deserves no better, for as we 
read it together we see that it is clearly 
self-serving. ‘Tarawa,’ the plaque reads, 
‘was the testing ground for Marine am¬ 
phibious doctrine and techniques. It pav¬ 
ed the way for the island campaigning that 
followed and provided answers that saved 
thousands of American lives along the 
road to victory in the Pacific.’ Tony turns 
away. He mutters, ‘That’s what the 
British said about Dieppe.* ” 

Goodbye, Darkness is also the story of 
his section — those nine “raggedy-assed 
Marines,” few of whom espaped the war 
alive or unmaimed — and those who did 
have lived out their lives afflicted with sur¬ 
vivor’s guilt. 

In the end, Manchester unexpectedly 
finds himself on Okinawa’s Sugar Loaf 
Hill, where in nine days 7,547 Marines 
fell, near the spot where, on a distant June 
morning in 1945, he also had been gravely 
wounded and left for dead. 

“So 1 have nightmares, and so I have 
returned to the islands to exorcise my in¬ 
ner darkness with the light of understand¬ 
ing.” 


Manchester arrives at a profound un¬ 
derstanding. An understanding of the 
meaning of the Pacific war and why he 
fought, and of an America changed; 
changed to the point where Manchester is 
convinced that the youth of today are in¬ 
capable of performing the sacrifices of all- 
out war: 

“.. .Dazed by the thought of waves of 
Marines plodding patiently on and on and 
on toward objectives such as Tarawa’s 
Betio Beach while their comrades keel 
over on all sides. The United States was a 
different country then ... the chasm be¬ 
tween generations is one explanation. 
Perhaps it is the only one.” 

The author believes that the current 
generation is wanting: lacking in na-* 
tionalism, lacking in sensitivity for family 
life, romantic love, sympathy, hospitality, 
manners and a cultivated ethic for honest 
work. To a youth in 1944, “the thought of 
accepting unemployment compensation, 
had it existed, would have been con¬ 
sidered humiliating.” 

Intense, impassioned and highly read¬ 
able, Goodbye, Darkness is one of the 
most important books written about men 
at war. Manchester brings home to the 
reader the misery and horror of combat 
and what it is like to fight and be wounded 
and die in the hell and confusion, the 
blood and filth of battle. Goodbye, 
Darkness is not only a testimony to the 
fortitude of man, it is a testimony to the 
grandeur of the United States Marine 
Corps. 

...And then, in one of tfyose great 
thundering jolts in which a man *s real 
motives are revealed to him in an electrify¬ 
ing vision, I understood, at last, why I 
jumped hospital that long-ago Sunday 
and', in violation of orders, returned to the 
front and almost certain death. 

It was an act of love. Those men on the 
line were my family', my home. They were 
closer to me than I can say, closer than 
any friends had been or ever would be. 
They were comrades: three of them had 
saved my life. They had never let me down 
and I couldn V do it to them. / had to be 
with them, rather than let them die and 
me live with the knowledge that / might 
have saved them. Men, I now knew, do 
not fight for flag or country, for the 
Marine Corps or glory or any other ab¬ 
straction. They fight for their friends. 
Any man in combat who lacks comrades 
who will die for him, or for whom he is 
willing to die, is not a man at all. 

He is truly damned. 

—Historian William Manchester, after 
visiting Okinawa on the 35th anniversary 
of the day he was badly wounded there 
while serving as a sergeant in the 29th 
Marine Regiment. 

French Foreign legionnaire turned li¬ 
brarian, Bill Brooks is a familiar name to 
most of our readers. His exceptional 
knowledge of military history combined 
with his flare for writing lends a valuable 
perspective to a book such as Goodbye, 
Darkness. 
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Sale 20% Off Discount 


List Sale 

List Sale | 


Tiger Claw Training & Techniques, Leo Fong 

4.95 

396 


Bloody Iron, Knife fighting "Dirty Tricks”—Brown 

12.95 

10.95 


Ninja Course + 2 FREE Ninjas 

5,95 

4.75 


Improvised Munitions, Vol #1, Improvised Weapons for CIA 

9.95 

7.95 


Instructor’s Special Forces Demolition Training 

8.95 

7.15 


Improvised Munitions, Vol #11, Improvised Weapons for CIA 

9.95 

7.95 


Bruce Lee’s Fighting Method-Bruce Lee, Uyehara 

29.95 

24.00 


Street Survival-Practical Guide to Self Defense-Demura 

9.95 

7.95 


Kung Fu Advanced Staff Fighting 

2.98 

2.25 


Iron Palm Training 100 Days-H.C. CHAO 

5.95 

4.95 


Kung Fu Combat Tai Chi-Andrew Lun, 

11.98 

9.58 


Iron Palm Open Hand Fiqhtinq, Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


Nunchaku: Demura 

6.95 

5.55 


Keys to Understanding Tubular Locks 

4.95 

3.95 


Advanced Nunchaku: Demura 

6.95 

5.55 


How to Open Handcuffs without Keys 

4.95 

3.95 

I 

Phillipine Stick Fighting: Amis System 

6.95 

565 


Kill or be Killed course with Shuriken 

6.95 

5.65 


Manuals on Mayhem-Steiner 

6.00 

4.80 


Amis Figure Eight System Phillipine Stick Fighting 

5.95 

4.75 

• MAIL TODAY • 


Diary of the Way by Andrew Lum-Lily Siou 

6.95 

3.00 


Chinese Leg Maneuvers by Lee Arng 

9.98 

7.99 

BUTOKUKAI 

53WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 

(OWNER MARTIAL ARTS TEACHER FOR 33 YEARS) 

Postage: $1.00 first book, 50* each additional book. 

Foreign Countries: Please submit Int i MO or Bank 

Draft payable in U.S. funds. N Y. residents add 8% sales tax. 

MOD CheckQ CashQ 


Combat Tai Chi Kung Fu by Andrew Lum 

11.98 

9.50 


Invisible Weapons—Jenks & Brown 

6.95 

5.60 


Police Guide To Lock Picking 

4.95 

3.96 


Poor Man Jamoi Bond 

10.00 

8.00 


How To Fit Keys By Impressioning 

4.95 

3.96 


How To Open Locks Without Keys Or Picks 

5.00 

4.00 


Exotic Weapons—An Access Book—Michael Hoy 

6.95 

5.60 


OSS Special Weapons Catalog 

7.95 

6.40 


Name (print) __ 

Address 


CIA Field Expedient Incendiary Manual 
{cannot be sold in Canada) 

8.95 

7.15 



CIA Improvised Sabotage Devices 
(cannot be sold in Canada) 

6.95 

7.15 

City State Zip.. | 


Sale 20% Off Discount 



List 

Sale 


List 

Sale 


Bugs & Electronic Surveillance 

6.95 

5.55 


USMC Sniping—US Marine Corps Bible 

5.95 

4.75 


Dynamic Kicks, by Chong Lee 

5.95 

4.75 


The Colt .45 Pistol 

4.95 

3.95 


T-22 Karate & Judo Exercises, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Walther P-38 Pistol by Major George Nonte 

4.95 

3.95 


T-20 Stick Fighting: Self-Defense, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Guerrilla Warfare Special Services 

7.95 

6.40 


T-18 Police Law Enforcement Techniques, by Tegner 

4.95 

3.96 


Ranger Handbook WWII Ranger Tactics 

6.00 

4.00 


T-17 Self-Defense Nerve Centers & Pressure Points 

2.95 

2.25 


Techniques of Harassment by Carpenter 

5.95 

4.75 


T-2 Savate French Foot & Fist Fighting, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Knife Self Defense Systems by Michael Echanis 

5.95 

4 75 


Combat Kung Fu: Street Fighting Art, by Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


Training Hand Book American Underground 

6.95 

5.55 


Book of Ki, by Tochei 

8.95 

7.15 


Stick Fighting for Combat, by Michael Echanis 

6.95 

5.65 


Power Kicking, by Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


T’Ang Lang Praying Mantis System #1, James Wong 

6.96 

555 


Tao of Jeet Kune Do, by Bruce Lee 

11-95 

9.95 


Deal the First Deadly Blow: 

Total Training Course Hand to Hand Combat 

12.95 

10.95 


Bruce Lee #1 Self Defense Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 



Bruce Lee #2 Basic Training 

5.50 

4.40 





Bruce Lee #3 Skill in Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 

RushNOWJHL BUTOKUKAI 




Bruce Lee #4 Advanced Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 

53 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 



Wei-Kuen Do, The Psychodynamic Art 
of Free Fighting, by Leo Fong 

9.95 

7.95 


(OWNER MARTIAL ARTS TEACHER FOR 33 YEARS) 

Postage: $1.00 first book, 50* each additional book. 
Foreinn Countries: Please submit Int'l MO or Bank 



Close Shaves, Razor Fighting by Bradley Stewer 

8.00 

6.40 




The Shot Gun in Combat by Tony Lesce 

5.95 

4.75 

Draft payable in U.S. funds. N.Y. residents add 8% sales tax. 




The Sage Monkey System of Kung Fu Wong 

5.95 

4.75 

M.O.D Check □ CashQ 




Dim Mak Poison Death Touch 

4.95 

3.95 

Name (print) 




Eagle Claw of Choi Li Fut Kung Fu, Chua 

5.95 

4.75 





Northern Kung Fu Systems by Wong 

5,95 

4.75 

Address 




The Locking Hand System of Praying Mantis, Chua 

5.95 

4.75 

City _ _ State 7ip 
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IT HAPPENED TO 

ME 

& 

by Robert Wallisch as told to M.L. Jones 


Robert Wallisch was a paratrooper with 
the 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 508th In¬ 
fantry, 82nd Airborne Division, when his 
division was sent to the Dominican Re¬ 
public after its spring 1965 revolution be¬ 
gan . The 82nd arrived on 5 May and ram- 
rodded a supply corridor through the cap¬ 
ital city of Santo Domingo. By the end of 
the month, Wallisch *5 battalion was 
guarding a sector of this route from posi¬ 
tions in surrounding houses and small 
buildings. As he tells it: 

T HE month-old Dominican revolution 
had come to a stalemate. Rebels held 
Santo Domingo’s older section, which 
was bordered on the east by the Ozama 
River and on the south by the Caribbean. 
From our positions along the supply cor¬ 
ridor we could see hostile zones to each 
side* 

That sweltering morning, I climbed 
four stories to the roof to retrieve my 
laundry. I looked around. In the rebel 
zone, heaps of garbage burned in the 
streets and smudged the air phlegm- 
yellow. A riot of carnival-colored houses 
fanned out below and stretched toward 
the obscure horizon. 

Gunners manning a 3.5-inch rocket 
launcher and an M60 machine gun shared 
the roof with me and were also observing 
the city. Their weapons were sandbagged 
along the parapet. 

As I reached for my last T-shirt, I heard 
the bowel-loosening roar of a large piston- 
driven engine. Whirling, I saw a P-51 
Mustang fighter on the deck, coming 
“balls to the wall” at us. I flopped down. 
It tore by, blasting us with its powerful 
prop-wash. 

A ripping burst from the M60 split the 
air and followed in the plane’s wake. 
Time compressed as I lay flat on the roof. 

I heard a clicking sound, and I turned 
my head and looked into the gaping ex¬ 
haust of the 3.5. Incredibly, the gunner 
had shouldered the launcher and was try¬ 
ing to fire an anti-tank rocket at the 
fighter — with me in the back-blast area. 
An obscenity and four or five rolls put 
me clear. 

As we watched the rapidly retreating 
plane, we saw it begin to climb, trailing 
a plume, of dark smoke. Then it merged 
into the curtain of smog and disappeared 
from sight. 

Later that day we heard that the P-51 
had initially strafed the rebel radio station 
and then overshot into our lines. The rag¬ 


ged row of fist-sized holes that stitched 
our south parapet attested to that. The 
Dominican pilot exited the fighter as it 
climbed, but “streamered” into a cane 
field on the outskirts of the city. The 
plane crashed nearby. 

U.S.-supported loyalists had launched 
this pre-emptive air strike but failed to 
notify our command of their brain storm. 
As a result, elements of the 82nd’s 1st 
Squadron, 17th Cav., were sent to San 
Isidro Airbase to make sure that no more 
P-5 Is took off. Their.50-caliber MGs em¬ 
phasized their position. 

Whether ground fire was responsible 
for bringing the plane down is open to 
speculation. Many other troopers shot at 
it. Fortunately for me, the 3.5 failed to 
fire because of a short in its ignition 
system. Naturally, I had no regularity 
problems for the next few days. 


I WAS 
THERE 

by William E. Morgan 
as told to M.L. Jones 

William E. Morgan served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1975 to 1980 as a hospital 
corpsman, second class, and was station¬ 
ed with a Marine Recon company for 
three years. Now a college student , 
Morgan has a total of 10 years 1 diving ex¬ 
perience. In August 1979, he was on 
submarine-scuba insertion-and-extraction 
exercises off the coast of Okinawa. As he 
tells it: 

T O me, that old saying, “You haven’t 
lived until you’ve almost died,” has 
special meaning since I nearly drowned 
during a submarine-escape-trunk-lock 
out-lock in the waters off Okinawa. 

In training, we use scuba equipment to 
lock out of the submarine’s escape trunk 
while the sub is submerged. Then we 
compass-swim to shore underwater in 
order to arrive on a hostile beach com¬ 
pletely undetected. We then carry out our 
recon patrol, return to the beach, don our 
scuba gear, re-enter the water and rendez¬ 
vous with the submarine. 


Locking out of the trunk was easy. We 
had no problems until it was time to lock 
back in. My dive buddy, USMC Cpl. 
Parker, and I held on to the safety lipe, 
waiting our turn to lock back in. 

Suddenly, the sub moved forward — 
and dove deeper. We held on for all we 
were worth as its speed increased — until 
we were torn from the safety line and 
slammed into the conning tower. It felt 
like being hit by a locomotive. 

I was momentarily stunned. As I began 
to get my head back together, I realized 
my scuba bottles were tangled in the safe¬ 
ty line and I was being dragged by the sub¬ 
marine through the water. (Parker was 
able to swim away.) 

I tried to stay calm and “ride it out,” 
hoping the sub would stop. I found out 
later that the escape trunk had been filled 
with outside rather than ballast water, and 
the skipper had to move the ship forward 
to maintain its level in the water. 

The sub leveled off — but its speed in¬ 
creased. My dive mask was torn from my 
face and my regulator torn out of my 
mouth by the force of rushing water. I 
searched wildly for the regulator. I finally 
found it and shoved it back in my mouth. 
I took three good, long breaths before it 
stopped working, probably due to water 
rushing through it. 

I was in big trouble. I tried to grab my 
dive knife to cut myself free, but the speed 
of the water rushing over me pinned my 
arms to my sides. I began to feel dizzy. I 
had tunnel vision. I was drowning. 

I mustered all my strength to reach up 
and pull the quick-release straps on my 
scuba bottles. I did it! I was free. 

I thought my heart would explode when 
I reached the surface. 

I popped my flare for the safety boat to 
pick me up. I thought they’d be happy to 
see that I was still alive — but the first 
thing the OIC (officer in charge) of the 
dive did was to chew my ass for losing 
government gear. I didn’t mind — I was 
alive. 


I F you have a combat or adventure 
story for “It Happened to Me” or 
“I Was There, ” triple-space type it 
and send it to SOF, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, Attn: M.L. Jones. 
All stories should be 500 words or less. 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights . Sub¬ 
mitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision, although their content 
and theme will not be changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful. Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper and 
keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of ac¬ 
ceptance or return your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication. All 
entrants will receive an SOF patch. 


* 
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and Most of Your Medicine Cabinet, Too . . . ! 


THROW AWAY YOUR FIRST-AID KIT 



Michael Wuic known to millions as "Ihe 
Hunt o\ . 1 <uprcs\ure" tletmnislraJcs <>Jo 
acupressure point 1.1 llns pomi tone td tin 
on lhe hot hi relieves.headaches, tired h ei 
even serums I at ttil wounds (see sfor\ heh mw 


W hen you know G-Jo, you fear no 
pain or injury. 0-Jo is llie mosl 
powerful first-aid technique in the history 
of mankind! 

G-Jo is a kind of acupuncture but 
without the needles. You use your finger¬ 
tip nothing else to perform acupressure. 
G-Jo is so effective it makes Red Gross 
first-aid seem primitive by comparison. 

April, 19 74 while working on my farm, 

I accidentally lipped a heavy, steel ladder 
holding a chicken roost in place. The lad- 
der crashed down on my face, ripping 
completely through half my nose. Intense 
pain and bleeding followed. 

Though stunned, / managed to keep 
my senses enough to grab G-Jo point Id 
a special spot on my hand and performed 
G-Jo for 30 seconds. Within moments, the 
pain-and the bleeding-ceased! 

When those symptoms returned, / 
simply used G-Jo again. This serious 
wound healed quickly and cleanly- 
without doctors, drugs or stitches! 

You can use G-Jo for any “typical” first- 
aid situation -plus hundreds of other 
health problems for which no standard 
first-aid techniques exist. 

Almost unbelievable results 

It seems hard to believe that you could 
“trigger” a tiny spot on your hand, for 
example, and instantly counteract a harsh 
facial wound (or merely a splitting head¬ 
ache, for that matter). Yet this is exactly 
what I am saying. 

116 powerful G-Jo acupressure points 
are hidden throughout your body. When 


you know how to find and trigger-your 
own G-Jo points, you can “control” 
(relieve and heal) nearly any bodily area 
or'function with just the touch of your 
finger. Hard to believe, perhaps but true. 

Proven in front of millions 

To prove my point, 1 appear regularly on 
many of the world's most popular radio 
and TV talk shows. There. I invite any 
person to phone in and bring himself 
instant relief with my simple directions. 

I'm always swamped with calls many 
of them from very skeptical people, I can 
assure you yet my “track tecord” is 
nearly l(KM. Thai's live ovei the air! 

Not only for emergencies 

I don't want von to think that G-Jo is only 
good lor emergencies oi smuval situations 
Par from it, 

In I act. M's mosl niton used loi every¬ 
day symptoms the kind ol ailments 
you'd treat with aspmu, antacids oi othei 
such remedies. 

liKligestion..,allcigies...asthma,.JminS;.. 
low hack pain (ami pain un\ place else m 
the body, as well) there are imnc than 
250 common health piohlems you can 
effectively treat using G-Jo 

Not only is G-Jo a good wav lo gel 
well. ii\ an excellent way i«»\/r/t well 
When you use G-Jo ai the liist sign of dis¬ 
comfort. you can slop and actually 
"ic verse” most ailments and health 
problems before they can become serious. 

Tragedy averted using G-Jo 

N onetheless, it's comforting to know 
you<w/ handle even iife-llncatening 
situations with G-Jo. 

October, 1979 on a rain-swept European 
highway, / came upon a serious car acci¬ 
dent. A woman sat crushed between the 
seat and dash of her small car. She was 
very pale and barely breathing. Shock 
perhaps death seemed imminent. 

I reached for her wrist and found G-Jo 
point 10... triggered it for a few seconds... 
repeated the process on the other wrist ... 

Color surged back into her face. She 
opened her eyes and smiled to let me 
know she was conscious and her pain was 
relieved. Witnesses at the scene gasped 
in amazement. 

It takes only seconds to perform this easy, 
three-step process. Yet G-Jo is so powerful 
it could even save your life—or the life of 
a loved one. 

Learn G-Jo in minutes 

You’d think that a skill this awesome 
would take months or years to learn. But, 
no-you can master G-Jo in as little as half 
an hour. 


Nor do you need a college education to 
become a G-Jo “self-health” expert. Even 
grade-school children find G-Jo easy to 
learn and easy to use. 

What you do need, however, is a way to 
learn G-Jo then for finding die right G-Jo 
point when you need it. All this informa¬ 
tion is described and illustrated in my G-Jo 
learning manual. The Natural Healer’s 
Acupressure Handbook. 

Manual provides everything 

Here you will find all 116 G-Jo points 
detailed in precise illustrations...more than 
250 symptoms and health problems you 
can effectively treat with G-Jo...all pul 
together in an easy-lo-use manner. 

When a health problem arises, simply 
open your handbook.../.ip through the 
index of symptoms...find the point num¬ 
ber that controls your problem...turn to 
that illustration...find the point on your 
own body ...trigger it in the special G-Jo 
way...and sigh in relief! 

fi really is just that easy. 

Invest in yourself 

this 224 page, hardcover manual is avail¬ 
able only by mail from The G-Jo Institute. 
It carries a full, 30-day money-back guar¬ 
antee You take no risk, whatsoever. 

Ileic is a unique opportunity to invest 
in yourself one that will reap enormous 
rewards for the rest of your life. 

Take (his important step toward self- 
sufficiency today fill out the coupon and 
mail it now. It’s one of the best decisions 
you'll ever make. 


I Ik* G-Jo Institute 
Pi»sl Of lice Box 8060, 

Hollywood, I I 33024 
Gentlemen. 

/tv return mail, please 
A* ( SI l me _ copies of 

The Natural Healer’s Acu¬ 
pressure Handhook w $11.50 

(postage paid in price), total J_1_ 

/ understand that this is sent for examination 
in my home and that I may read this book, try 
its techniques and have up to 30 days to decide 
whether to keep it or return it for a !0Q°/( 
refund. Please send my book to: 



street address 


city, state, 7IP 
charge to VISA 

account number _ 

expiration date _ 

signature ___ 


MASTERCARD_ 


phone 
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Fellow Adventurers! 

You are cordially invited to the 

SECOND ANNUAL 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CONVENTION 




17*20 September 1981 
Scottsdale, Arizona 


The SOF CONVENTION Is being held in conjunc- 
tlon with the 2nd Annual SOF Invitational Combined 
Shooting Championship — a shotgun, pistol and as¬ 
sault-rifle combat shoot to pick the top U.S. all-around 
combat marksman in the United States. One hundred 
and fifty top shooters will compete, by invitation only, 
for over $20,000 in prize money, guns and gear. 

The theme of the convention will be “A Salute to 
Vietnam Veterans.” The Colonel “Bull” Simons Memori¬ 
al Award will be dedicated to all Vietnam veterans and 
will be accepted for them by a Medal of Honor winner. 
The keynote speaker for the banquet will be selected at 
a later date. Once again, cammies or police or military 
uniforms will be preferred dress. 

Registration will be $75 if you pre-register and 
$100 if you register during the convention. Fee will in¬ 
clude: (1) Banquet (2) Transportation to all events (3) 
Convention T-Shirt (4) Admission to Exhibition Hall (5) 
Admission to Invitational Match (6) Admission to all 
demonstrations (7) Admission to outstanding action 
movies (8) Admission to Vietnam Art Exhibit (9) Admis¬ 
sion to a Cocktail Hour and (10) Admission to all 
seminars. 

Seminars will include: Special Operations Group in 
Vietnam, presented by vets who conducted cross-border 
operations in Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam; 
POW/MIA; Police Survival; Desert Survival/Escape & 
Evasion; Survival Medicine & Gunshot Wounds; Rus¬ 
sian Small-Unit Tactics & Weapons; plus others on 
Southern Africa, Central America and Afghanistan. 

The 1st Airborne will once again offer a jump 
school, as well as the opportunity for static-line and 
free-fall parachuting. 

Demonstrations will include automatic weapons, 
night-firing devices including laser systems, knife 
throwing and combat-shotgun shooting. 

Also, John Farnam will conduct a Handgun Tacti¬ 
cal-Combat Course with his famous Duelatron system 
for $5.00 per entrant. Contestants will be allowed mul¬ 
tiple entries at $5.00 each. 

Once again, a limited number of display tables for 
exhibitors and manufacturers will be available on a first- 
come, first-served basis. Interested parties should con¬ 
tact SOF Convention/Exhibitor Coordinator Ron Pow- 
les (303) 449-3750 immediately for space reservations 
and further information. 

Room assignments at the Headquarters Hotels — 
the Radisson Scottsdale Resort and Racquet Club (con¬ 
ventioneers) and the Sheraton Scottsdale Inn (shooters 
and conventioneers) — will be on a first-come, first- 
served basis. Rooms will cost $30 per night, single or 
double occupancy, in the Radisson and $35 per night, 
single or double occupancy, in the Sheraton. (Hotels are 
within one-fifth mile of each other.) 

Hotel reservations will be handled by Jeana Nugent 
of The Meeting Planners and Miles Travel (see hotel 
reservation form below for telephone number and ad¬ 
dress). Miss Nugent will also handle pre- and post- 
convention travel for those who desire it. 

Preceding the convention, SOF is also offering a 
limited number of spaces — on a first-come, first-served 
basis — in the following courses running from 0800 12 
September to 1700 17 September: (1) Combat Pistol- 


craft (2) Assault-Rifle (3) Combat-Shotgun (4) Desert 
Survival/Escape & Evasion (5) Survival Medicine and 
Combat Wounds (6) 5,000-Meter Combat Run & Shoot. 

Costs for each course, and the cost and prizes for 
the 5,000-Meter Combat Run & Shoot, will be deter¬ 
mined at a later date. 

All convention activities are tentative. 

Do not delay! 

Fill out the convention-registration and hotel-reser¬ 
vation forms below and mail them to their respective ad¬ 
dresses today! 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION 

Name (Print) _ 

Street_ 

City_^_State_Zip_ 

Phone _ 

Current or previous military 

or police affiliation: _ 

YES, Pm coming to the 2nd Annual SOF Convention, check 
enclosed for: 

Convention Registration ($75):_ 

1st Airborne Jump Fee, qualified jumpers only, ($25):_ 

1st Airborne Jump School, includes one jump, ($95): _ 

Total Fee: _ , _ _ Check Enclosed _ 

Or, please charge my_VISA_MasterCharge 

Number _Expiration Date_ 

Detailed information on courses preceding the conference, which 
are scheduled for 12-17 September, will be mailed directly to per¬ 
sons who indicate an interest in attending by checking the cor¬ 
responding box(es): □ Combat Pistolcraft; □ Assault Rifle; 

□ Combat Shotgun; □ Desert Survival/Escape & Evasion; 

□ Survival Medicine/Combat Wounds; □ 5,000-Meter Combat 
Run & Shoot (date not set). 

MAIL TO: SOF Convention P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 

HOTEL REGISTRATION 

Name (Print) _ _ _ 

Street__ 

City __ _State_Zip_ 

Phone _ 

HOTEL CHOICE 

1. Radisson Scottsdale, $30 per night, 

single or double occupancy: _ 

2. Sheraton Scottsdale, $35 per night, 

single or double occupancy: __ 

Arrival date: _ Departure date: _ 

If hotel requested is not available, nearest available hotel will be 
assigned. Rates are subject to applicable taxes. Accommodations 
will not be confirmed without a check for the first-night’s deposit or 
American Express card number to guarantee reservation. 
Registrants will be charged for the first night if reservations are not 
cancelled at least 48 hours prior to arrival. 

AMEX No. _Expiration Date 

MAIL TO: Jeana Nugent, The Meeting Planners and Miles Travel, 
5656 East Orange Blossom, Phoenix, AZ 85018. (Special group 
airfares may also be available through Miss Nugent. Call 
602-231-0200.) 
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If you think 

YOU CAN STOP TERRORISM 
AND ESPIONAGE IN THE 80 ’S 
WITH EQUIPMENT DEVELOPED 
IN THEWS, YOU MAY BE 
_DEAPWRONC 



TERRORIST TRAP TX 2 

Explosives, weapons, metal, tape 
recorders, transmitters are instantly 
detected when they pass through the 
TX 2 archway. 



TAP ALERT B 411 

Secures your telephones against surrep¬ 
titious eavesdroppers and wiretappers 24 
hours a day. 



Reconstruct your own vehicle to be com¬ 
pletely bullet proof, completely safe. Do 
it yourself in a matter of just hours. 


KIDNAP RECOVERY KIT 

Electronically tracks down people, 
vehicles or stolen cargo. Tiny tracking 
transmitter can attach to a car or ultra 
miniaturized version can be worn by 
possbile victim. 



BUG DETECTOR EJ 7 

Detects hidden transmitters in your 
presence to keep your conversations 
private. Tiny enough to fit in your pocket. 





SILENT CONVERSATION SL 100 

The ultimate telephone scrambler for 
privacy. Speak by transmitting a sMent 
digital conversation over ordinary 
telephone lines. 



“Sniffs” out explosive vapors and locates 
a bomb with electronic precision. Saves 
lives! 


Send $25.00 for CCS catalog and special 
report on how to protect yourself against 
bugging and wiretapping. 


CCS Communication Control, Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York. N.Y. 10017 (212) 697-8140 TX:238720 
1010 Wisconsin Ave., N.W. Washington, DC 20007 (202) 659-3432 
1435 Brickell Ave., Miami, Fla 33131 (305) 358-4336 
9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, Ca. 9021 2 (213) 274-6256 
94 Cumberland. Toronto M5R 1A3 (416) 968-9014 
625 N. Michigan Ave. Chicago, 111. 6061 1 (312) 642-2757 
— London — Paris — Hong Kong— Houston 


CCS Communication Control. Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 


Enclosed is my $25.00. Please rush me your 
catalog and special report. 

! 

Name_ 

Address_ 


Phone 


Zip. 


JULY/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 15 



























der 


Stiefelnjesser 

Stiefetmesser , German WWII paralroop 

by Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston bootknife, and its sheath with unique bool cilp. 




S INCE prehistoric man ficst shaped 
bone and flint, fighting knives of 
countless configurations have been his 
companions into battles long forgotten. 
We have seen the Bowies, the bolos and 
the trench knives carve their ( places in 
history over the past century, but always, 
it seems, there has been the dagger. 
Strong, light, no longer than necessary 
and ever effective, the dagger is what we 
have continued to return to. 

The dagger, too, has come to us in var¬ 
ious forms over the years, but during the 
last few decades one basic style has 
prevailed in military circles. This is the 
spear-point blade with false edge. You 
may know it as “Quicksilver,’’ “Com¬ 
mand,” the U.S. M3 fighting knife or any 


one of numerous U.S. and foreign bayo¬ 
nets, which are designed to double as, 
fighting knives. 

During World War II, the Germans 
knew this style of knife as the Stiefelmes¬ 
ser, or bootknife. Reportedly issued only 
to paratroops and other elite units, 
relatively few Stiefelmessers were encoun¬ 
tered, or survived the war. The concept of 
this fighting knife did survive, however, 
and it is likely that we will see it in service 
in some form for many years to come. 

The Stiefelmesser was a relatively inex¬ 
pensive knife, probably intended for mass 
production. As could be expected, the 
Wehrmacht put most of the effort where 
it counted — in the blade, which is made 
of a high-quality carbon steel. The work¬ 


ing end is 6-5/8-inches long, with an 
overall length of 11 inches. The guard 
(hilt) is small for concealability and nar¬ 
row, as is the handle, which consists of 
two hardwood scales riveted together 
through the full-length tang. 

The sheath is typically German, being 
formed steel with an inner spring retainer 
for the knife. The boot clip is somewhat 
unique, having three knurled springs, 
two opposing the other, much like two 
fingers opposing the thumb. The edge of 
the boot is forced up between these fingers 
as the sheath is attached. 

As did many other German innovations 
of World War II, der Stiefelmesser served 
as a model for the future. 
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Sharpshooting 
With 


Chairman Jeff 

1980 IPSC National Course 
Design 

by Jeff Cooper 



F ROM the beginning of the practical 
shooting movement — first in 
America and then worldwide — we have 
been harassed by an elemental dichotomy 
between those who see the sport as a mir¬ 
ror of reality, and those who regard it as 
just another game in which the only im¬ 
portant thing is the final score. The first 
group sought to explore the almost un¬ 
known world of modern pistolcraft, while 
the second sought recreation and ego sup¬ 
port. While it was probably inevitable that 
we had to choose sides, it was a great pity, 
because the realists constituted the 
minority and had to fight a continuous 
rear-guard battle to keep practical 
shooting practical. 

The strongest weapon the realists wield 
is that of course design. Practical shooting 
differs from almost all other sports in its 
insistence upon a constantly varied chal¬ 
lenge. The extent to which any artificial 
challenge becomes fixed in form is the ex¬ 
tent to which it departs from reality. Ob- 
—v iotislv the challenge in any sporting eon- 


stipulated, it could only be kept a surprise 
if just one person knew about it prior to 
its execution. 


Principle Of Surprise 


There is little doubt that any major 
course of competition in the practical dis¬ 
cipline must be a surprise. Practice is 
clearly necessary to novices, so that they 
may develop their skills, but when you 
suddenly find your life threatened on the 
street, the circumstances are not likely to 
have been set forth in advance so that you 
have had the time to work out the details. 

The best test is a total surprise, which is 
not divulged to you until you stand on the 
firing line, but such a test is difficult to ad¬ 
minister to any but a very small group of 
contestants, since those who have been 
tested must be kept incommunicado until 
all have finished. (I once sat in the holding 
area from 0830 until about 1300. This was 
| recall the occasion 
pcause I won. You 
you win, assuming 
*vas good.) 

” course is one in 
'e revealed to all on 
. No one can set up 
jan event, but he can 
he has, and if lucky 
pay be able to profit 


T 


hers who are called 
he does. The U.S. 
ere semi-surprise — 
ipt than any publish- 
|ut not quite as good 
ght have been, 
p for the deficiencies 
format, the match 
ix equal stages but as 
, followed by a main 
[vould determine .the 
ishion no reasonable 
bad or good luck 
it men in the country 
nst each other in the 
cider,” as used in ma¬ 
tt matches, has 16 
not 16 top-seeded 
forld. Thus the five 
could eliminate a 
lender only by chance 
c at that). 


The important thing is that the 1980 
U.S. Nationals were designed, by order of 
the general meeting of 1979, by one man 
rather than a committee. That order was 
carried out, and the result was a series of 
qualifying trials followed by the cham¬ 
pionship proper. The rationale was the 
reconciliation of the drawbacks of the 
semi-surprise concept, with those of the 
total surprise. This is a somewhat complex 
philosophical point not always under¬ 
stood by those ungrounded in the theory 
of practical shooting. 

Each of the five qualifying legs had its 
own theoretical base and each tested a dif¬ 
ferent set of skills. The “track-meet 
heresy” was rejected to the extent that no 
one could say that he failed to qualify be¬ 
cause he was not a track star. Only one 
contest called for acrobatics and that 
one was compact enough to avoid making 
aerobic stamina a critical factor. Except 
for the first trial, properly termed 
“Basics” rather than “Standards,” each 
effort was an approximation of a tactical 
confrontation, or series of confronta¬ 
tions. To qualify for the main event the 
shooter had to do pretty well on all five 
preliminaries, and very well indeed on at 
least two. That means that he was a very 
good shot. If he worked .from a realistic 
holster he was a champion. 

(The new IPSC holster rule, which spe¬ 
cifies practical holsters, did not go into ef¬ 
fect until this year.) 

Stage by stage, the 1980 U.S. Qualifica¬ 
tions were set up as follows: 


I. Basics 


There were a series of pairs, fired in fix¬ 
ed times at five distances and from four 
starting positions. Basic defensive tactics 
always demand two shots per stroke un¬ 
less there is some obvious reason for one, 
or three, made apparent during the 
stroke. The imperative one-shot stop is a 
head shot; otherwise we shoot twice, ob¬ 
serve, and correct if necessary. 

The times were IVi seconds at five 
meters, 2 at 10, VA at 15, 3 at 25, and 6 at 
50. Three pairs were fired at five and 10 
meters, and two pairs at 15, 25 and 50, 
giving the edge to the shorter distances as 
field experience dictates. 
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THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK 

IS A MUST 

FOR THE SURVIVALIST 


THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK 


-CL $100.00 ii-ffl 

• A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 



SOLDIER’S 

HANDBOOK 



PIEMIED nil. COL ANTHONY A HEIIOT, (let) 


Q “America's Most Decorated Soldier” 


Limited Edition 

$ 100.00 

only 50,000 Copies 
Will Be Sold 

AMERICAS 

SUPER 

SOLDIER 

ANTHONY B. 
HERBERT 

LT. COL., RET. 

This survival manual 
is essential if a catas¬ 
trophe ever strikes 
our land. I'd rather 
have it than a gun. 
Jim Townsend 
Editor 


I 

THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY 
TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO FIGHT, PROTECT YOURSELF 
AND KILL! HOW TO BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COURAGE AND 
DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES WHICH DO AWAY WITH 
LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME CONSUMING TRAINING. IT 
REDUCES HAND TO HAND COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF 
HOW TO KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS WHICH 
CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE 
FIRST TIME YOU PICK ONE UP, CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND 
EFFECTIVELY! HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT 
EXPLOSIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY ITEMS; 
HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILDINGS. OFFICES. SAFES. 
FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND VEHICLES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS 
OF ASSASSINATION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR 
EQUIPMENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES, THE 
ARCTIC, ON THE DESERT, AND IN BARROOMS, OR ON THE 
STREETS; THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE TRICKS WHICH PERMIT 
YOU TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING 
IT FOR DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS AND 
SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COMBAT FIRST AID: 
PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH 
TECHNIQUES. SEARCH, HANDLING OF POWS; AND MORE!—BY 
AMERICA S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE SOLDIER-TONY 
HERBERT AND IT FITS INTO YOUR FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET- 
ALL 600 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAILABLE. 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METHODS AND 
TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN PASSED ON THROUGH THE 
OFFICES OF THE CIA, DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 
HEADQUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME CAN ONLY 
ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPABILITIES AS WELL AS AID 
YOU IN PROTECTING AGAINST THEM. 


THE SOLDIER S HANDBOOK .. $100.00 


Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK by 
Anthony B. Herbert, Lt.Col., Ret., at a price of $100.00 per 
copy. Each book is numbered and will be autographed by 
the author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in 
which filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are 
received. 


National Educator 


Only nine men in history have won the Osminieh (Turkey's 
Medal of Honor) — Eight Turkish soldiers and Americas 
Tony Herbert — only one of his many unique 
accomplishments. 


A quote from former astronaut Wally Schirra; 

“If you are a survivor of an airplane crash, I would hope that 
you would have THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK in your 
survival kit. If you don’t plan to survive, take a martini!" 


Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Wednesday, Aug. 27 

The book’s already a big hit among old military hands, 
narcotics folk, cops, corporations and individuals with more 
than just a little to protect. And, promises Herbert, the book 
will be updated periodically. Which might prove necessary. 
After all, you never know when another Noble Cause may 
come loping around the next corner. □ 


CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 
P.O. Box 3168 Dept. 7Z 
Englewood, CO 80155 
(303) 770-9797 
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An innovation was the use of screens at 
the 50-yard line which enjoined the prone 
position. We tend to overwork prone at 
distance, forgetting that most of the time 
you cannot see very much when lying on 
your stomach. This tends to inhibit our 
understanding of the braced kneeling 
position — to our evident disadvantage. 

Nobody cleaned the Basics, but the best 
people came within a couple of points — 
like 117 out of 120. This is evidence that 
the degree of difficulty was exactly match¬ 
ed against available talent, which was the 
designer's objective. 

II. Speed 


This placed the shooter in the center of 
three targets at five meters’ distance each. 
The hypothesis was that one man, starting 
bolstered, can save his life when sur¬ 
rounded by three armed men who will 
shoot him if he resists. Only head shots 
may be counted, because if you must 
catch Number Three before he can pull his 
trigger you have only time for one shot 
each on Number One and Number Two 
— and that one shot must not fail. A 
trained man, if he is ready, can hit you at 
five yards in two seconds. It is up to you 
to see that he does not get the chance. 

This is very hard. It is not, however, im¬ 
possible — as some have opined. It prob¬ 
ably is impossible on demand. I don’t 
think even Ross Seyfricd can do it every 
time, but anyone of international status 
can do it once in a while. The test was to 
find out how often. It is truly imposing 
when done right — a marvelous illustra¬ 
tion of just how far the art of the pistol 
has come in one short lifetime. 

The three-shot stroke was repeated 
eight times, and 1 had hoped that the stars 
would attempt to creep up on it, making 
sure of one, then two, and then going for 
broke on their last attempts. But it proved 
too intimidating, and only a couple of 
heroes gave it their full blast. (One cannot 
but wonder how many would have given 
up if their lives really had been at stake.) 

III. Scramble 

It is a point of doctrine that any course 
of fire that can be handled better with a ri¬ 
fle or a carbine is a poor course of fire for 
a pistol. I set out here to pose a problem 
that could be properly solved with a pis¬ 
tol, but which would defeat a rifle. One 
scrambles better with a pistol than with a 
rifle, so 1 dedicated this one to the 
“orang-attack” of GSG-9. 

This stage simulated problems which 
might be posed in an urban environment, 
such as firing over walls, around corners 
and from cramped and unfamiliar posi¬ 
tions. An innovation was the elevated 
crawl-tunnel presenting targets to be 
engaged from side ports. Another was the 
mounting of the required “Item” targets 
at 45-degree angles, in the understanding 


that one’s adversary is unlikely always to 
be standing fully erect. A third novelty 
was the timing system. After testing the 
equipment as set up on the day before the 
match, I arrived at a par time of 30 
seconds in which to move from the start 
line to the final firing point, engaging 10 
targets twice each on the way. 

Therefore, 30 seconds after the starting 
whistle the two running targets were ac¬ 
tivated, moving some 50 feet in five 
seconds. This required the contestant to 
move and shoot very quickly — “cham¬ 
pionship style” — if he hoped to get a 
clear opportunity on the runners. Double 
discounts were exacted for any runners 
that “got away,” in order to obviate a 
sedate pace and forfeiture of the moving 
targets. (Course designers must anticipate 
“sandbagging,” since not all contestants 
are gentlemen.) 

The Scramble demanded ability and co¬ 
ordination, but it did not call for any un¬ 
usual degree of strength or stature, nor 
for much “wind.” It could nowise be cor¬ 
rectly called a track meet. 


Reaching 

This was a test of the shooter’s ability 
to defend himself against intruders who 
were better armed than he — specifically 
with rifles or carbines. The hypothesis 
postulated a man working around his 
farm (ranch, “retreat” or other detached 
habitation) who was wearing his pistol but 
out of reach of heavier weapons when he 
noticed that his house was being ap¬ 
proached by armed men who had not yet 
seen him. To protect his home and family 
he was obliged to engage these attackers in 
a way that they could not readily counter. 
This meant firing rapidly and accurately, 
from cover, at ranges great enough to 
render his location uncertain to his an¬ 
tagonists. 

The first firing point represented a win¬ 
dow in, say, an adjoining barn. It had to 
be held open while shooting. The range 
was 40 meters. The second point required 
a ground shot, as from beneath a tractor 
or water trough. Range on this one was 60 
meters. The third point, at 50 meters, was 
screened against prone, simulating high 
grass or a rock pile. 

To demand all haste compatible with 
efficient bullet placement this whole stage 
was Comstock scored, with double penal¬ 
ties for any papers not punched. Anyone 
you didn’t get got you. 

Our so-called “jungle lanes” have been 
properly denigrated by the charge that one 
does not indulge in suicidal assaults, arm¬ 
ed only with a pistol, against multiple hid¬ 
den enemies. To meet this criticism I 
devised a test that postulated a series of 
unexpected defensive encounters rather 
than a cavalry charge. 

I hope that aspiring course designers 
study this system, which is much truer to 
the principle of realism, obviates those 


DIRECT FROM 
US. OPTICS 

QUALITY SUNGLASSES 
AT FACTORY PRICES 

Each pair features: Impact resistant 
lenses • Handcrafted • Polished glass 
lenses • Hardened metal frames • No 
non-sense guarantee. 

FREE — limited time only—deluxe velour 
lined case with each pair of glasses 
ordered (a $3.00 value). Credit cards 
accepted. Dealer inquiries invited. 
NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitations. These glasses are made 
exclusively for U.S. Optics. To make 
sure you get the best, order now and if 
not completely satisfied return for 
refund within 30 days. 



World FamouB Pilot's Glasses 

These precision flight glasses are now 
available to the public lor only $7 95. If you 
could buy them elsewhere, they'd 
probably cost you over $20.00. #20P 
available in gold or silver frame. A $20.00 
value only $7.95. Two pairs for $14.00. 



Aviator Teardrop Flight Glasses 

Flexible cable temples. #30A gold frame 
only. A $30.00 value only $9.95. 

2 pairs for $18.00. 



Professional Driving & Shooting Glasses 

Wide angle amber lens brightens visibility 
P30D gold frame only A $30 00 value 
only $14.95. 2 pans for $28.00. 


To order send check or money order to U.S. Optics, 
Dept. 702, P.O. Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
Credit card customers please fill in card ft and Exp. date. 


QUANTITY 

MODEL ft 
20P 

GOLD 

SILVER 

PRICE 


30A 

X 




30D 

X 




Add Postage and Handling $1.00 per pair 


Total 


Visa or Master Charge ft Exp. Date 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


FREE case with each pair. 
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STEPS 


.4m 


CLIMBING WALL (1) 

Stoutly constructed. 


l Am 

i 


SHOOTING 
,PLATFORM 


2 l Am 




CRAWL TUNNEL (1) Two firing ports—Vim square. 

Tunnel is lm square, elevated Im above very stoutly built. 

ground. Tunnel floor covered with sawdusl 



HIGH WINDOW (1) 

Window has shutter that must be opened 
with lanyard. Window is Vim square. 


I Vim 


1 Vim 


1 Vim 


RHODESIAN WALL (I) 
Stoutly constructed. 

Rope IVim—knotted. 
Shooting platform Vi m deep. 


_ 3m 




LOW WINDOW (1) 


DIVIDERS (SCREENS) (3) 
2m Opaque material. 


Construction details have been omitted to 
keep from cluttering up drawings. Be as¬ 
sured that no construction framing or 
bracing will interfere with field of fire; 



ludicrous multiple-magazine harnesses — 
and incidentally gives revolvers an equal 
shake. I have never been one to make al¬ 
lowances for wheelguns, but common 
sense tells us that we don’t don a week’s 
supply of ammunition every time we wear 
a pistol. A revolver may be a less-than- 
optimum defensive device, but we should 
not devise tests that rule it completely out 
by reason of their own impracticality. 

The foregoing stages were scored so as 
to carry the same weight — 120 possible 
points. They could not be balanced exact¬ 
ly without loss of diversity and realism, 
but that was not an important matter as 
long as they remained qualification stages, 
on which one qualified for the main event. 
If the main event is deemed to be only a 
sixth and equal stage, the entire concept 
of the match is vitiated, a point not clear 
to some. 


Shooloff 


Therefore the Shootoff — the main 
event — was the heart of the affair. 

The Lafayette Gun Club — host organi¬ 
zation for the 1980 Nationals — deserves 
all praise for the outstanding layout of the 
shootoff. “Pepper Poppers,” the inven¬ 
tion of John Pepper of Maryland, were 
the main targets, followed by pressure- 
release electric knock-down plates, and 
the whole arrangement worked like a 
charm. 

I prescribed an extension of the vener¬ 
able Flying-M which, since its invention 
by Combat Master John Plaen, has stood 
as the best of the man-against-man con¬ 
frontations. Because we could use the 
Pepper Poppers, which fall with one good 
hit, more targets than normal could be us¬ 
ed. Two were placed at seven meters 


(“Where it’s at, Baby!”), one at 15 and 
one at 25. 

For those who came in late, a Flying-M 
requires you to launch off the start line at 
90 degrees from your direction of fire, tip 
a wicket three-paces distant with your 
shooting hand, draw and engage a series 
of targets, reload, and hit a clock-stopper 
before your opponent can. It turns a 
marksmanship contest into a spectator 
sport, which is true of no other shooting 
discipline — and match directors ignore 
that at risk to the entire program. 

This, the championship event, showed 
us the finest pistol shooting heretofore 
demonstrated in the history of pistol 
shooting. The great stars — Seyfried, 
Fowler, Campbell, Planx, Pruitt — were 
battling it out at six seconds and under, 
which is about like running the hundred- 
yard dash in 8.5, or running for 2,000 
yards in one football season. 

For the first time we saw the “split 
hammer,” in which two divergent targets 
are hit as quickly as the slide can return to 
battery — and we saw this not just once 
but often. It seemed as if Tom Campbell, 
shooting a 9mm which barely sufficed to 
tip over a target, was stopping the clock 
with his fifth shot — after reloading — 
almost before his first target hit the 
ground! I asked him how he could shift 
targets with that blinding speed without 
knowing whether he had hit or not. 

His answer: “You gotta have faith!” 

It is not for me, who designed the 
course, to pass judgment on it. I here set 
forth only the “reasons why.” It is for 
others to do better in the future, for cons¬ 
tant improvement is built into practical 
shooting — as long as principle is observ¬ 
ed. 

I doubt if I can do much better, so it is a 
pleasure to quote the opinion of the man 
whose international record distinguishes 
him as the leading candidate for the title 


of the world’s best pistol shot: “On some 
reflection the test of skill was at a level 
truly higher than last year’s world meet, 
and will probably stand so for some time 
to come.” 


COURSE OF FIRE 
U.S. NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 1980 

STAGE I 

BASICS 

a. 5 meters, 2 shots in 1 Vi seconds, 

3 strings total six. Start hands 
shoulder high. . 6 

b. 10 meters, 2 shots in 2 seconds, 3 

strings total six. Start hands 
down. . 6 

(new target) 

e. 15 meters, 2 shots in 2 Vi 
seconds, 2 strings total four. 


Start hands clasped .. 4 

d. 30 meters, 2 shots in 3 seconds, 2 

strings total four. Start hands 
clear. 4 

e. 60 meters, 2 shots in 6 seconds, 2 

strings total four. Start hands 
clear. 4 

Possible Score: 120 points 


Late shots lose one hit of maximum 
value. 

STAGE II 
SPEED 

Three targets at 5 meters, diverging 90° 
each (180° total). Head only to count, 
scored 5/2, 5/1. 

Shooter faces whichever target he 
chooses, hands shoulder high. On 
signal he fires once at each target. 

Three shots per string. Eight strings. 
Total 24 shots. Possible score 120 
points. 

Late shots lose one hit of maximum 
value. 
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STAGE III 
SCRAMBLE 

Twelve targets in four sets, engaged 
from four firing stations. Twenty-four 
hits to count, for 120 possible points. 

The shooter begins at the first station, 
which is a stepped wall on the left of 
the firing line, standing erect with both 
hands on the'wall. 

On signal he engages two targets plac¬ 
ed seven meters beyond the wall. He 
shoots over the wall, not around it. 
Without further signal he moves to the 
right, enters the tunnel, engages three 
targets placed at 5, 10 and 15 meters 
from the first firing port, proceeds to 
the second firing port, engages three 
more targets placed at 5, 10 and 15 
meters, then exits the tunnel and pro¬ 
ceeds to the third firing station. 

From the third firing station, which is a 
low window, he engages two more tar¬ 
gets placed at 12 meters, proceeds to 
the fourth firing station (unrestricted) 
and engages two moving targets (run¬ 
ning left to right) which have com¬ 
menced to move 30 seconds after the 
start signal. 

Procedural Restrictions: 

a. During movement, the pistol must 
be kept pointed downrange and the 
trigger finger must be kept outside 
the trigger guard. 

b. If either of the moving targets is un¬ 


touched, 10 points will be deducted 
from the total score for each such 
target. 

STAGE IV 
REACHING 

Nine targets in three sets of three, 
engaged from three firing points, left 
to right. 

Shooter starts three paces to the rear of 
the barrier at the first firing station. On 
signal he proceeds to the barrier and 
engages three targets, proceeds to the 
second firing station and engages three 
targets, proceeds to the third firing sta¬ 
tion and engages three targets. 

The shooter is timed from the start 
signal until he indicates that he has 
finished by raising his pistol straight 
over his head. Two hits only to count 
on any one target. Any target un¬ 
touched is a 20-point penalty. 

After penalties, score will be divided 
by time. Best score of the match will be 
factored to 120 points, and others ad¬ 
justed by the same factor. 

The shooter may load while in motion 
but the muzzle must be kept down- 
range and fingers outside the trigger 
guard. 

STAGE V 

SEQUENTIAL DEFENSE 

This is a “Jungle Lane” set with 12 

“Pepper Popper” reactive targets. 


On signal, the shooter moves from the 
start line to the first firing station, as 
marked on the ground. He may not 
draw until one foot is down inside the 
marked border of the firing station. 
Once on station he engages all targets 
visible until all are knocked down and 
immediately proceeds forward until 
one foot is on the ground beyond the 
marked border of the firing station, at 
which time his time is taken. 

On signal from the range officer, he 
then proceeds to the start line for the 
next firing station and waits for the se¬ 
cond starting signal, whereupon he 
engages as before. 

Total time for all firing stations is the 
shooter’s score, low time to win. 

If the shooter steps beyond the for¬ 
ward limit of the shooting station but 
leaves a target standing within it he 
may not move back into the station * 
and re-engage. If this occurs the 
shooter shall incur a penalty of five 
seconds for each target left standing. 

SHOOTOFF 

The Shootoff will be an extension of 
the John Plaen Flying-M, with the top 
16 qualifiers placed alternatively on a 
double elimination J-Ladder. Winners 
will earn up to 120 points to be added 
to qualification scores. 

* 
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A BOUT a dozen of us huddled over 
picnic tables in various states of 
numbness, silently cursing the Missouri 
cold. Somebody muttered something 
about a brass monkey and remarked on 
the difficulty of teaching a class on defen¬ 
sive shooting in such weather. But as the 
session began, our minds were diverted by 
the first in a series of informative discus¬ 
sions on personal safety. 

The fact that we live in an unpredic¬ 
table, increasingly violent world has 
heightened our need to become experts in 
personal safety and to face physical 
threats by striking a balance between 
paranoia and naivete. That balance is call¬ 
ed “preparation.” Personal Safety, Inc. 
(PSI), of Columbia, Mo., is an organiza¬ 
tion designed to help prepare people 
physically and — more importantly — 
mentally to defend themselves. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Greg Moats returned to Columbia, 
Mo., last winter for Andy Langley’s 
course after an earlier visit to the city 
when he was a competitor in the three- 
gun match at SOF’s first convention 
held in September. 

A longtime IPSC shooter, Moats 
gave SOF readers an easy, practical 
solution for blocking grip safeties in 
our August ’80 issue. 

In the Marine Corps, Moats served 
as range officer and handgun instruc¬ 
tor for his battalion. His practical ex¬ 
perience as teacher and shooter makes 
his endorsement of Langley’s techni¬ 
ques high praise indeed. —M.L. Jones 


Andy Langley is head of Personal Safe¬ 
ty, Inc.; part-time assistant instructors in¬ 
clude Ken Hackathorn and John Farnam. 
Langley’s program is a four-day course in 
the tactical use of handguns, rifles and 
shotguns. About ha|f the time is spent on 
range-shooting, the other half in discuss¬ 
ing the “whats, whys and hows” of defen¬ 
sive shooting. Langley makes students 
think as much as he makes them shoot. 

“When you’re under pressure, if you 
have a mental sequence of events to fol¬ 
low, it’s easier to have confidence,” 
Langley says. “Only with confidence can 
you be alert, decisive and aggressive; 
therefore, I look at everything in se¬ 
quences.” 

Andy Langley has earned the right to 
speak dogmatically about performing un¬ 
der pressure. As a United States Marine, 
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Y PERSONAL 
FET Y COURSE 

An Ounce of Preparation Is Worth 

A Pound Of Lead 

Text & Photos by Greg Moats 



he spent an 18-month tour in Vietnam as 
personal bodyguard for U.S. Ambassa¬ 
dors Ellsworth Bunker and Graham Mar¬ 
tin. After leaving the Marines, he served 
as an instructor for the Rhodesian Special 
Air Services, then ran security for a 
750,000-acre Rhodesian ranch before 
joining the Selous Scouts. Langley also 
shot on the winning Rhodesian practical- 
shooting team in 1977 and 1979. 

His lecture began with an analysis of his 
“PARRR” cycle of personal safety (Prep¬ 
aration, Anticipation, Recognition, Reac¬ 
tion, Reorganization). According to 
Langley, personal safety starts with prepa¬ 
ration. This phase begins when an indi¬ 
vidual decides to buy a firearm, ammu¬ 
nition and other equipment (such as a 
flashlight or a spare gas can for his auto) 
and learns how to use them. Only after 
one has learned his limitations with each 


Personal Safety, Inc. chief Andy Langley 
(standing) observes tactics of student 
using handgun while defending himself 
in driver’s seat of vehicle. 

piece of equipment, can he or she com¬ 
petently enter the second phase. 

Anticipation, or sensitivity to what 
could happen, comes when one's mental 
awareness is attuned to the alternatives of 
personal choice, should an emergency oc¬ 
cur. Hopefully, one will be able to remain 
in this phase for the rest of his life. 

If, however, a possibly hostile situation 
arises, a person is thrust into the third 
phase of recognition or information gath¬ 
ering. Here, he must be alert both to subt¬ 
ly and obviously out-of-place details. He 
must avoid chaos and maintain self-con¬ 
trol. If this information gathering proves 
to be conclusively negative, the prepared 
person then proceeds into the fourth or 
reaction phase, where the decision¬ 
making process takes place. 

The major considerations in decision¬ 
making are: 


1. Is the threatening aggressor armed or 
unarmed? 

2. What threat does he or she pose to 
me? 

3. Based on the answers to No. 1 and 
No. 2, do I shoot or not? 

4. What are the light conditions? 

5. What is the distance to the target? 

6. What is the size of the target? 

Nos. 4 to 6 determine shooting posi¬ 
tion, whether to aim or point and whether 
to squeeze the trigger or prfcss it quickly. 

Once one progresses through the reac¬ 
tion phase, he must then reorganize. This 
includes reloading the weapon, movement 
to some form of cover and possibly giving 
medical assistance and, in civilian encoun¬ 
ters, will include calling the appropriate 
authorities such as the police — or for an 
ambulance. Reorganization is also the 
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point of transfer back to the anticipation 
phase. 

Preparation, Anticipation, Recogni¬ 
tion, Reaction and Reorganization show 
the crisp, lucid, logical approach that 
Langley brings to his classes. 

Our class was divided into two groups: 
new shooters and those with shooting ex¬ 
perience. Langley gave the former instruc¬ 
tions on grip, stance, sight alignment, trig¬ 
ger squeeze and the draw, while the rest of 
us followed John Farriam for an enjoy- 
ably frustrating tour of his Duelatron 
course. 

“Always watch the suspect’s hands,” 
Farnam said as he electronically turned a 
target to reveal an aggressor where an in¬ 
nocent bystander had previously stood. 
The target looked exactly like it had a 
fraction of a second before — with one 
critical difference: The figure now held a 
handgun which was shadowed by a bag of 
groceries. 

Use That Cover 

“The skillful use of cover has saved 
more lives than good shooting skills ever 
will,” Farnam explained as he began a 
short lecture and demonstration on the 
subject. 

“Who’s going to be first?” Farnam 
looked over our suddenly reticent group. 1 
looked down quickly to avoid eye contact 
that might make me a volunteer as the 
first embarrassee. Fortunately, a police 
officer stepped forward. 

“Your baby daughter has been kidnap¬ 
ped,” Farnam said as he pointed to a 
bundled-up blanket lying 30 yards away. 
“Your job is to get her back. You can talk 
to any of the targets, but remember, 
you’re in a residential area, so don’t ac¬ 
cidently shoot your next-door neighbor,” 

As the first student low-crawled half¬ 
way to a fallen log (the only cover be¬ 
tween us and the kidnapped child), a 
target turned to reveal a hostile grocery 
shopper. Two quick shots from the police 
officer’s 2 Vi -inch S&W Model 66 dis¬ 
patched the aggressor. Almost immediate¬ 
ly, a second hostile target 50 yards away 
across an open meadow pivoted to face 
the prone defender. When the student hit 
it with one shot, he looked back and gave 
us an “I-shoot-like-that-all-the-time” 
smile. Upon reaching the fallen log, he 
reloaded his revolver, got to his feet and 
dashed toward the bundled blanket. 

Suddenly, to his left in the woods, two 
targets turned, revealing an aggressor with 
a handgun at seven yards and another 
with a shotgun at 15 yards. The student 
hesitated for a second, trying to determine 
which of the “bad guys” constituted the 
greater threat. He engaged the closer 
target before emptying his handgun at the 
second. As he dropped to the prone posi¬ 
tion and groped for a speedloader, a third 
hostile target appeared 15 yards away at 
the meadow’s edge. The student hit the 
target with his second shot and im¬ 
mediately shifted his attention to the last 


visible target — an innocent bystander, a 
lady reaching into her purse. 

Realizing that at any second the target 
could be flipped to reveal an aggressor, 
the student kept his attention and hand¬ 
gun directed at the potential threat. He 
gingerly worked his way over to the 
blanket, picked it up and, without shifting 
his eyes away from that last target, back- 
pedaled to the starting position. 

“That’s all there is to it,” Farnam said 
with a grin. Since each target had an inno¬ 
cent bystander on one side and a “bad 
guy” on the other, the scenario — and 
results — differed for each of us course- 
crawlers. 

The second day began with a summary 
of the first day’s accomplishments. It be¬ 
came obvious that sequential thinking 
combined with preanticipated tactics was 
the.crux of the course. 

“The purpose of our training is to give 
you the time not to shoot,” Langley said. 
(I had to think about that for a while.) 
“When you jump from a condition of 
unpreparedness to the reaction phase, 
you’ll probably make a tragic mistake.” 

Langley is outspoken about discretion 
being the better part of valor. His training 
is designed to prepare a person mentally 
to keep his wits from being clouded by 
emotion (fear and anger) and to enable 
him to make a judicial decision. His se¬ 
cond discussion covered the discrepancy 
between real and psychological time. 

Keep Cool 

“The value of competitive shooting is 
that it helps the participants learn to get 
emotion out of the way,” lie said. Our 
range-firing for that part of the day was 
dedicated to running some man-against- 
man competitive events to show us the im¬ 
portance of the emotional factor. In the 
afternoon we learned the functioning cy¬ 
cle and how to clear stoppages, and spent 
some range time on immediate-action 
drills and mastering the subtleties of 
“point” shooting. 

“ ‘Instinct’ shooting is a misnomer,” 
Langley said. “Man is not born with the 
inherent ‘instinct’ to use machinery; 
therefore, he must be taught.” And teach 
us he did. 

If the first two days were intriguing, the 
third was fascinating. 

When we entered the classroom, we 
saw, hanging behind the picnic table that 
doubled as a lectern, a life-sized skeletal 
drawing, complete with various-colored 
plastic overlays that shadowed certain 
regions of the body. Langley brought in a 
doctor who specializes in emergency-room 
procedures to lecture us on terminal 
ballistics. 

The skeletal drawing was, in fact, the 
blueprint for a new, anatomically correct 
target that Langley and his doctor (who 
asked to remain anonymous) are develop¬ 
ing for possible use in police and military 
training and practical-shooting competi¬ 
tion. How many doctors can intelligently 
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discuss the controversy between the ki¬ 
netic-energy theory and the Hatcher 
theory of relative stopping power? During 
the lecture someone asked about the 
Thompson-LaGarde tests. 

“The Thompson-LaGarde tests were 
neither scientific nor well-done,” the doc¬ 
tor stated. As a Hatcher advocate, I 
thought he was kicking a sacred cow. 
However, he went on to explain that their 
conclusion generally coincides with reali¬ 
ty. Both Langley and the doctor have pro¬ 
ceeded empirically, without conjecture or 
postulates, but with a “this-is-what- 
happens” approach. 

Third Eye 

In the early afternoon, Langley dis¬ 
cussed tactics and introduced his “three- 
eye” approach of looking from behind a 
covered position. The shooter who uses 
this technique looks around corners with 
the handgun raised to eye level, so he can 
search a potentially dangerous area using 
his sights as a third eye. Class members 
ran through a couple of defensive 
scenarios. 

After a short break, we began shotgun 
training. Three cardboard targets were set 
up. The first was hit with a rifled slug, the 
second with birdshot and the third with 
No. 4 Buck to demonstrate the results of 
various types of shotgun ammunition. 

Langley broke the firing sequence into 
four steps: (1) Lean slightly forward and 
push the weapon away from the body with 
the muzzle in the target’s general direc¬ 
tion. (2) Bring the gun up to eye level 
while disengaging the safety. (3) Pull the 
shotgun’s butt solidly into the shoulder 
and pull the trigger immediately upon 
contact. (4) Practice. 

The class lined up and ran through a 
series of dry-firing exercises with the four 
steps executed first sequentially and then 
individually. Live-fire consisted of 
shouldering the gun and shooting one 
round at a metal plate located 10 yards 
downrange. This process was repeated un¬ 
til all students could hit the plate in less 
than one second. In order to give you a 
comparison, one student took 1.5 seconds 
to draw and shoot the plate with his hand¬ 
gun; it took him .4 seconds to go from 
“port arms” and shoot the plate with his 
riotgun. 

TOP: Classroom sessions at Personal 
Safety, Inc. are challenging yet enjoyable. 
MIDDLE: Andy Langley shows PS1 students 
how to use automobile for cover. BOTTOM: 
Langley demonstrates proper stance for use 
of combat shotgun. He holds Remington 
Mod. 870 with eight-shot magazine 
extension. Student in center holds 870 
without extension and man at right has 
Remington Mod. 1100. 


The afternoon shotgun session ended 
with demonstrations of and practice at 
speedloading, shooting from behind a 
barricade and weak-shouider shooting. 

Vehicle Defense 

The final day found us huddled around 
a jeep rather than the picnic table. Lang¬ 
ley began to discuss how to prepare a vehi¬ 
cle for safety and how to survive a fire 
fight in it. He considered practical mat¬ 
ters, including getting a CB radio, keeping 
a full, impact-retardant gas can in the 
trunk, having a spotlight that plugs into 
the cigarette lighter, having a flashlight 
and fire extinguisher and, of course, a 
first-aid kit available. He showed the car’s 
tactical use, and we practiced entering, 
shooting from within, exiting and shoot¬ 
ing from behind the vehicle with both 
hand- and riolguns. 

That afternoon showed us our limits 
with the defensive rifle. Snapshooting at 
50 yards and point shooting at close range 
were emphasized, again using Langley’s 
sequential approach to shooting. 

Class members’ shooting ability and 
tactical awareness built to a crescendo 
which culminated on the final evening 
with a night shoot, a finale which tested 
students’ ability to think tactically, re¬ 
spond quickly and solve some challenging 
marksmanship problems. 

If this outline makes the training seem 
intense — it is, and a lot of ground is 
covered quickly. However, the key to 
training is not so much a matter of time as 
procedure. The goal of all training is to 
alter a person’s knowledge, skills and at¬ 
titudes — or combinations thereof. Per¬ 
sonal Safety, Inc. accomplishes its pur¬ 
pose successfully because of its pro¬ 
cedures. One class participant who had 
never fired a handgun was, by the end of 
the third day, hitting the “A” zone of an 
IPSC Item target with regularity. 

Survival Oriented 

The Personal Safety Course is geared 
toward survival through defensive shoot¬ 
ing;. it is not designed for the competitive 
shooter who wants to learn how to ac¬ 
cumulate trophies. Although designed for 
all who are interested in defending them¬ 
selves, it is especially suitable for two 
groups: 

(1) Those involved with training units, 
including police, SWAT teams and weap¬ 
ons instructors whose responsibilities re¬ 
quire them to train others to defend 
themselves, 

(2) Competitive shooters (like myself) 
who consider themselves savvy when it 
comes to gunhandling, but are not trained 
in personal defensive tactics. 

The Personal Safety Course is time 
well-spent. For information contact: Per¬ 
sonal Safety, Inc., Dept. SOF, 609 E. 
Broadway, Columbia, MO 65205. Phone 
(314) 696-3616. ^ 
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DEATH¬ 

DEALING 

PROJECT 

DELTA 

Part 1: Exclusive Look 
At Special Forces 
Classified Operation 

by Jim Morris 


Y OU could tell they were good, just by 
looking at them. Doc Betterton — 
Staff Sgt. Dale C. Betterton, of Pro- 
vidence, R.I., a tall, slender man with 
glasses and a quiet manner — oozed con¬ 
fidence. 

“Okay, ” he said, standing on the plat¬ 
form in the briefing room at the Project 
Delta Forward Operational Base at Phu 
Bai. “We’ll go in here” — he tapped the 
map with his pointer — “and check out 
these areas. Primary mission is to check 
out enemy installations and personnel. ” 
Taking all this in were five other team 
members — Betterton was the senior ad¬ 
viser. The other two Americans, Sgt. 1st 
Class Alberto Ortiz * Jr., a new man on 
the Project, and Sgt. John D. Anthony, 
watched the briefing. The Vietnamese 
contingent consisted of 1st Lt. Ton That 
Hai, patrol leader, and Sgts. Nguyen Van 
Khan and Hoang Van Lieu. 

They all listened with the same air of in¬ 
tense calm. They had, as the saying goes, 
their stuff in order. 

After listening to the briefback in Eng¬ 
lish, Lt. Hai repeated the information in 
Vietnamese. 

In the rear of the room, Maj. Charles 
A. Allen, Fayetteville, N.C., a massive 
man, leaned forward in his chair, one 
hand propped on his knee and the other 
under his chin. He did not appear to listen 
so much as to absorb the information, 


evaluating and storing it in a corner of his 
mind which constantly tracked and con¬ 
trolled every detail of the Project. 

Beside him, his counterpart, Maj. Phan 
Van Huan, leaned back, his manner 
detached. 

As the chopper skimmed over the tree- 
tops, the sun was being extinguished by 
the mountains, throwing long shadows 
across the stream beds and valleys below. 

“What is this now?” Doc thought. 
“Seventeen, maybe 18 times in a year and 
a half. Every time, I’m still scared. That’s 
good! A scared man is a careful man, and 
a careful man will live a long time. If I’m 
ever not afraid I’ll go into some other line 
of work. ” 

Sitting in the left door of the helicopter, 
he followed the hills and valleys on his 
map. The wind whipped his tiger-striped 
trouser legs and floppy hat, which hung 
down his back on a homemade cord of 
parachute suspension line. A CAR-15 was 
slung over his shoulder by a triangular 
olive-drab bandage which he would con¬ 
vert to a neckerchief when they reached 
the ground. 

The seem ingly endless maze of pockets 
on his tiger suit were jammed with note¬ 
books, signaling devices, cigarettes, mat¬ 
ches and maps, all neatly folded into 
plastic bags. In his patrol harness were 
more signaling devices, a camera and the 


ammunition he hoped he wouldn ’t have to 
use. On his back was a portable home — a 
groundsheet, 14 days’ chow (long-range 
reconnaissance patrol rations, or LRRPs) 
and some miscellaneous fruit cans. 

The others were similarly attired, except 
for the two radios: one held by the 
Americans and one by the Vietnamese. 
Each was on a different frequency — in 
order to send the same data simultaneous- 

iy■ 

Five minutes from the infiltration 
point. Doc’s old friends, the butterflies, 
began zipping around in his stomach 
again. “All right, ” he thought. “You but¬ 
terflies get in line, column of twos! Shape 
up there!” 

The ship started down, and he looked 
below into the dark space in the trees that 
was their landing zone. The chopper eased 
in and he was grateful again for the 281st 
Aviation Company. “Man, these people 
can fly, ” he thought. 

Trees rising on all sides, rotor blades 
snipping leaves around the edges, the 
chopper inched its way down into the 
hole. Master Sgt. Norman Doney, the re¬ 
connaissance section leader, who would 
stay with the helicopter, rolled two lad¬ 
ders out the door. Doc swung over the 
side. 



VC prisoners from early days of Delta. 


He swung his feet straight out, as he 
should, being the bottom man on the rope 
ladder. The heavy gear dragged him to¬ 
ward the ground and Doc started working 
his way down, all his weight on his arms. 
Finally, his feet were below the ladder and 
he hung by the bottom rung, eight feet 
above a bomb crater. He let go. Ortiz 
dropped beside him from the other ladder 
and they skipped sideways to get out of 
each other’s way. 

At a dead run, they headed for the en¬ 
circling jungle and, 50 meters into it, stop¬ 
ped. Doc gulped air down fast to silence 
his panting. 
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Behind them the chopper sped away. 
The team lay listening under the brush 
and palms, fingers digging into wet leaves 
and dirt while the dampness slowly per¬ 
meated their fatigues. 

When Betterton gave the signal to rise, 
they slowly crouched and stepped off 
single file into the jungle, walking with 
their toes touching the ground first. 

They made no more noise than wind 
sighing in the treetops. Tiger suits and 
camouflage greasepaint blended them into 
the surroundings. If one of them sat per¬ 
fectly still in full view beside the trail, a 
man might walk by in broad daylight and 
never notice him. 

They moved forward about 50 meters, 
stopped, listened, and moved on again. 
Using the last dregs of daylight, the team 
scanned for a thicket. Spotting a likely 
place, they glided back on their trail and 
sank to the earth in firing positions . No 
one came, so they crept into the thicket 
and slid out of their packs. 

Turning on the radio, Betterton 
whispered, “Voyager, this is Lobo, 
over. “ 

In the handset a voice crackled back, 
“This is Voyager, go. ” 

Doc gave their positions in the same 
hoarse whisper and reported no contacts 



At 0430, the patrol was up and creeping 
through the underbrush. Avoiding ridge¬ 
lines and stream beds, they moved through 
the jungle on the slopes . Frequently they 
heard padding footsteps on the trails 
above, or the tonal undulations of Viet¬ 
namese conversation in the creeks below. 
There was no attempt at concealment on 
the enemy*s part; he owned the territory 
and felt no need to hide from anything but 
air. Again Doc scribbled, and spoke into 
the handset. 

In the TOC (Tactical Operations 
Center) bunker, Maj. Allen and Capt. Bill 
Larabee sat side by side at a big desk, 
plotting reports from all the recon teams 
in the field. At a similar desk 10 feet away, 
Maj. Huan and Capt. Ton That Luan did 
the same. 

Across from them, Capt. Richard Dun¬ 
dee issued intelligence reports and sum¬ 
maries to major U. S. commands, while 
Lt. Truong Hoang Phi cranked out the 
same information to the Vietnamese 
Special Forces High Command. 

No one on the patrol spoke a word ex¬ 
cept into the handset; they had worked so 
long together that no words were 
necessary. On the third day, Hai gestured 
toward the trail above and made a grab¬ 
bing motion with his hands. Doc, know¬ 
ing he meant to try to capture a prisoner, 
nodded and they crept toward the path to 
wait. 

When someone finally came it was three 
North Vietnamese army regulars, all arm¬ 
ed with AK-47 assault rifles. The recon 
team opened fire from five meters and 
dashed over the ridge and down the other 
side. When Anthony almost walked 
headlong into another NVA soldier the 
next day and barely beat him to the trig¬ 
ger, they decided it was time to pull out. 
Betterton and Hai looked for LZs on their 
maps. 

Allen saw it first. From his command- 
and-control ship, flying high over the 
operational area, he picked out the bright 
blue-white flash of a signaling mirror and 
spoke into his radio. Guns hips, easy to 


spot by their red tail markings, assumed a 
clockwise orbit over the LZ, firing either 
at targets of opportunity or just keeping 
Charlie's head down. The air was filled 
with the whoooosh-CRACK of rockets 
and the gruff belch of mini-guns. 

Flying above, hearing the conversation 
between his ship, the gunships, the TOC 
and the recon team on the ground, Allen 
could see it all like some monstrous game 
laid out by Parker Bros. At his command, 
the first recovery ship hopped over a 
ridgeline and jockeyed down into the 
hole. 

Doc Betterton put the mirror back into 
his ammo pouch. The others fanned out 
in firing positions around him. The in¬ 
coming recovery ship hovered a hundred 
feet over them in the trees. Although Doc 
couldn't see Doney in the ship, he knew 
who it was. 

Three sandbags dragged the heavy, six- 
foot looped straps of the McGuire rig 
down through the trees. Doc waved Ortiz 
and the two Vietnamese sergeants in, and 
they grabbed the straps which were whip¬ 
ping in the wake of rotor. Each of them 
sat in one loop and hooked his right wrist 
in a strap that slid down tight to prevent 
falling, even if wounded, on the way out. 

The chopper struggled to go straight up 
without dragging the men through the 
trees. This was the period of maximum 
danger — maximum exposure of the heli¬ 
copter and maximum exposure for the 
men. They cleared the trees and were 
gone. 

The next ship edged into position and 
the straps came down again. Doc, the 
heaviest of the three, jumped into the 
middle seat as the others settled next to 
him. The chopper eased upward and they 
rose through the trees, branches slapping 
at their faces and hands. 

Then they were clear of the treetops and 
the ropes streamed to the rear as the chop¬ 
per surged forward, heading for a safe 
spot to land and take the men inside. No 
matter how many times he did it, Doc 
never got completely used to whipping 
through the air at a thousand feet, at the 
end of a rope. 


or sightings, while Hai did the same in 
Vietnamese. Then they wrapped up in 
their plastic groundsheets and fell asleep, 
each man touching at least one other. 
They still wore their pistol belts and 
harnesses. If they had to run they could 
manage without their packs, but not 
without the water, ammo and other gear 
on the harnesses. 

With a rock gouging his shoulderblade 
and his hips digging into the ground, Doc 
slept fitfully. At 0330, the growl of heavy 
equipment and trucks snatched him from 
sleep. The enemy was building a road! 
Doc scribbled in his notebook. 


P ROJECT Delta, Special Forces Detachement B-52, one of 
the most highly decorated units of its size in the Vietnam 
War, was organized in early 1965 under the code name “Leapin’ 
Lena.” Its first commander was Capt. William R. Richardson. 
Under the original concept, there were no Americans on the 
recon teams, and the earliest infiltrations were night static-line 
and HALO jumps. 

The concept of using only indigenous troops proved un¬ 
workable, due to operational procedures adopted by the teams, 
odd customs such as sleeping on the trail where Charlie could 
find them and the fanciful nature of some of their reports. It 


JULY/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 27 














Choppers lift off as troops wait to land. 
Morris stands alone at center right. 





was only six months before American 
“advisers” started accompanying the 
patrols. 

There were many refinements of Pro¬ 
ject Delta’s operational techniques 
through the six years of its existence, but 
the project achieved its highest degree of 
perfection — and Delta was as close to 
perfection as anything ever was — under 
Maj. (later Lt. Col.) Chuck Allen, who 
was with the Project for two years and 
commanded it for six months. He is the 
man Gen. William C. Westmoreland call¬ 
ed “Big ’Un.” 


SF—Bright, Dedicated, Ballsy 


For a time, MACV headquarters in¬ 
sisted that recon teams be commanded by 
officers, because they did not trust the 
quality of information they received from 
enlisted swine. This was an erroneous no¬ 
tion because, for one thing, Special 
Forces, at least at that time, was one of 
the few military organizations in history 
whose enlisted men had, on the average, 
higher IQs than their officers. And those 
young lieutenants were a whole lot more 
flighty than a seasoned SF NCO — which 
is not to say that the officers were dumb. 
SF was simply an organization of very 
bright, dedicated and ballsy individuals. 

In fact, mental requirements for Special 
Forces were exactly the same as those for 
OCS. The only differences in the prereq¬ 
uisites were that you had to be able to 
swim to get into the Forces and you 
couldn’t have a criminal record and get in¬ 
to OCS. 

Of those officer recon-team leaders, in¬ 
cidentally, one of the few to work out was 
Bill Larabee, now a lieutenant colonel in 
the Pentagon, late of the XVIII Airborne 
Corps G-3 shop, and, as a young captain, 
Chuck Allen’s operations officer. 

Another change, under Col. Francis J. 
“Splash” Kelley, was the formation of 
Projects Sigma and Omega. There are 
various versions of how that came about. 
Chuck Allen says that Kelley wanted to 
use Delta in I Corps and formed Omega 
for II Corps and Sigma for III Corps. 
And, as it turned out, that is how they 
were generally deployed. 

But what one of my old sergeant bud¬ 
dies told me, when I started checking into 
it, was that early in his tour Kelley was in¬ 
vited down to the Project for dinner. It 
was a spirited evening; the gentlemen of 
the Project were well known for their iron 
discipline and control in the field, and 
their lack of those qualities in garrison. 

As rum or has it, during the course of 
the evening a master sergeant gave the 
new colonel a fat, wet kiss on the ear and 
murmured to him, “Don’t ever die, you 
sweet motherfucker. Don’t you even catch 
cold.” According to the rumor, Kelley 
organized his new projects the next day. 

It would be easy enough to call Col. 
Kelley in Denver and check to see if that 


version is true. But he wouldn’t admit it if 
it were, and then we’d have to take that 
incident out of this story. Rumor control 
is no longer an issue. This is folklore. 

Under Allen, and thereafter, the core of 
the Project consisted of the recon section, 
with 12 teams of 10 members each, usually 
four Americans and six Vietnamese Spe¬ 
cial Forces men, usually only six of whom 
were deployed at a time. The headquarters 
was SF Det B-52. Nominally, the Project 
was commanded by a Viet lieutenant col¬ 
onel and Allen was his adviser. The reac¬ 
tion force was the Vietnamese 91st Air¬ 
borne Ranger Battalion, an organization 
which had its good points and its not-so- 
good points. That was why’there was also 
a platoon of Nungs (a Chinese tribe with a 
mercenary heritage) for bomb-damage 
assessment. The Nungs, you see, were 
trained, fed, paid and led by Americans. 

There was also a section of all-Viet¬ 
namese teams, known as Roadrunners, 
which ran the trails in VC and NVA 
uniforms. 

Normally, the 281st Assault Helicopter 
Company was assigned in direct support. 
This was an extraordinary unit. Alert 
crews slept on the ships, ready to go pull a 
team out at a moment’s notice. The gun- 
ships took off so heavily loaded they had 


to skip twice to get airborne, and the 
slicks could inch down into a hole in 
which you’d swear a starling couldn’t 
land. 

There was also an Air Force FAC (For¬ 
ward Air Control) team assigned, normal¬ 
ly commanded by a USAF lieutenant col¬ 
onel, and on one occasion there was a 
Marine Corps fighter wing assigned opcon 
to the Project, commanded by a major 
general. Probably the only instance in 
history of an Army major being in com¬ 
mand of a Marine Corps major general. 


Project Delta was special. 
This was the organization of 
which Gen. Robert Cushman, 
later Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, said, “These 
men come from the ether zone 
of military excellence.’’ 


It was about the time of the Tet Offen¬ 
sive that I started hanging around with the 
officers from Project Delta. Chuck Allen I 
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My good sergeant got a great deal 
drunker than I did, since all he was doing 
was getting drunk, while I was cleverly 
cementing relations with my journalistic 
colleagues. As we drove away from the 
Marine compound, way after the curfew, 
he fired a two-round burst from his M16, 
which I then took away from him and, not 
seeing anybody around, drove off. 

It seems, though, that the sergeant of 
the guard ran up to the gate and, ap¬ 
parently, my good sergeant shot him the 
bird. Col. Ladd got a somewhat exag¬ 
gerated account of the incident, through 
channels, which he then asked me to ex¬ 
plain. My reply was about the best 
creative writing I have ever done. 


With Delta In The Field 


I had established a precedent for hang¬ 
ing out with Project Delta, so when they 
set up an FOB (Forward Operating Base) 
at Phu Bai to run a recon of the valley 
about five kilometers from A Shau, I went 
down there to cover it for Green Beret 
Magazine. 

If Delta lived plush in garrison, they liv¬ 
ed spartan in the field. They had a number 
of squad tents set up, a chopper pad 
beside their headquarters bunker, a defen¬ 
sive perimeter with some wire and that 
was it. 

I sat around up there for a couple of 
days waiting for an operation I could go 
out on. Allen wouldn’t let me go out with 
a recon team, which was probably a good 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


had been down there all the time I was in¬ 
country, but he was in an important com¬ 
mand position, and as PIO (Public Infor¬ 
mation Officer) I was kind of embarrassed 
to go down there and hang around with all 
those real soldiers when I was flying my 
desk up in headquarters. But sometime 
during Tet when I had to go there on 
business, Allen or somebody asked me 
back socially and I started going to their 
club every now and again. 

So when Lang Vei was overrun, and 
Chuck Allen called and told me Project 
Delta was going to jump in and take the 
place back, I grabbed my field gear 
and a volunteer photographer and away 
we went. 

When we got to Da Nang, which was to 
have been the staging area for the jump, 
we found the NVA had withdrawn and 
the survivors were being brought in by 
chopper. It had been a hell of a fight, the 
NVA using tanks for the first time in the 
war, and they had overrun the place final¬ 
ly with just a few Americans and Viets 
holding them off from the command 
bunker (See “Armor in the Wire!” SOF, 
November ’79). 

I Corps was run by the Marines at that 
time, and I got to a Marine PIO colonel 
and suggested that we hold a press con¬ 


ference for those Lang Vei survivors who 
wanted to appear. Four of them came 
over to the press camp and were inter¬ 
viewed by all three TV networks and the 
wire services and news magazines. I 
wasn’t too happy about their being.scrub¬ 
bed and put into baggy fatigues with the 
supply room smell still on them. I’d have 
been happier to have them in tiger suits 
and bandages. 

There was no question about it. We had 
the shit kicked out of us at Lang Vei, but 
those guys were so cool at their press con¬ 
ference, and it was obvious they had 
fought so bravely when badly outnum¬ 
bered, that I like to think we turned our 
military defeat into a psychological vic¬ 
tory. Our own little Tet Offensive within a 
Tet Offensive. 

After the press conference, the guys 
from Lang Vei were whisked back to the 
SF headquarters in Da Nang and my 
sergeant photographer and I got good and 
drunk with the correspondents. It was a 
good time. Somebody played the guitar 
and I croaked out the Viet Cong Blues and 
the Jungle Rot Blues in my wretched 
baritone. Other songs were sung and some 
jokes were told and we all agreed that 
nobody in any position of authority knew 
what the hell was coming off. 


Jim Morris tells a good war story, as 
Part 1 of his three-part article on the 
Delta Project shows — and War Story 
is the title of his book about his three 
tours in Vietnam with the U.S. Army 
Special Forces. (War Story is published 
by Paladin Press, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 1307, Boulder, CO 80306. The 
book costs S14.95.) 

After receiving a disability retire¬ 
ment from the Army, Morris attended 
the University of Oklahoma’s graduate 
program in professional writing. He is 
now a graduate student at a mid- 
western university. He holds the 
Bronze Star with three oak-leaf 
clusters, two for valor; the Purple 
Heart with three oak-leaf clusters; the 
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, with 
Bronze Star; the Combat Infantry¬ 
man’s Badge; and the Master Para¬ 
chutist Badge. 

Morris’s SOF articles include “The 
Straphangers War” (February ’79) and 
“Dumbo Drop” (March ’80). SOF 
plans to publish his threc-parl inter¬ 
view with Mike Force Company Com¬ 
mander Larry Dring — a saga that tells 
some of the best war stories I’ve ever 
read — after the publication of 
“Death-Dealing Project Delta.” 

—M.L. Jones 
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idea. I wasn’t in as good shape as his 
recon people were and I wasn’t trained for 
that kind of work, at least not to Delta’s 
specifications. I had run recons before, of 
course, but their recon projects had their 
own tricks of the trade and, although I 
knew about most of them, that knowledge 
was not the same as experience. 

But they had brought a couple of com¬ 
panies of the Nha Trang Mike Force with 
them, and they put these guys in for five 
days. I went with them. 

Delta’s choppers had knocked put a 
bunch of Russian trucks running through 
the A Shau Valley and Allen wanted pic¬ 
tures of them. His intelligence officer, 
Capt. Richard Dundee, and I went in with 
one of the Mike Force companies. We 
made a couple of contacts, got shot up 
fairly well, got a few pictures of the 
trucks, got chased, set fire to a bunch of 
NVA ammo caches and finally lost our 
pursuers when they got in a fire fight with 
their own exploding ammunition. Dun¬ 
dee’s shots didn’t develop and Delta com¬ 
mandeered the ones I’d gotten for my 
magazine. 


Out On An Extraction 


Then we walked down two kilometers 
of road from the trucks to our LZ. We 
looked like a company coming from a 
training exercise, walking in a column of 
twos right down that road, and I could 
hear NVA talking to each other in the 
trees on either side of the road. They 
didn’t bother us though. I guess they 
thought we were NVA,too. 

Two weeks before, the 91st Rangers 
had been in there. An NVA trooper had 
stepped out of the woods and inquired, 
in Vietnamese, “What outfit are you 
guys with?” 

“You’ll have to ask the lieutenant,” 
was the reply, and the ARVN trooper 
pointed to his CO. 

“What outfit are you with?” he asked 
the lieutenant. 

“91st Airborne Ranger Battalion,” 
replied the lieutenant to the NVA, whose 
eyes widened as he realized his mistake. 
The lieutenant stitched him up the middle 
with an Ml6. A neat gesture, but counter¬ 
productive when you consider their pri¬ 
mary mission was to capture a prisoner. 

The next day Allen was going out on a 
team extraction and I asked to go along. 
He said sure. 

It was interesting to go with him. He 
had the business of aerial reconnaissance 
down to a science. He and Larabee and 
their two Vietnamese counterparts sat in 
the door — the Viets on one side, Larabee 
and Allen on the other. Larabee and Allen 
had chopper-pilot’s helmets so that they 
could hook in with their patrol on the 
ground and all the choppers in the air at 
the same time. Maj. Huan, the Viet¬ 
namese commander, had a similar setup 


on another frequency with the Viets on 
the ground. He didn’t have contact with 
the choppers, but his English wasn’t too 
hot anyway. 

Larabee and Allen both had their radio 
call signs lettered in script on the backs of 
their helmets. It was an amusingconcept, 
since the signs were supposed to be secret. 
As a lot of guys with distinguishing char¬ 
acteristics do, they used their nicknames 
as call signs. Allen’s was Bruiser and 
Larabee’s was Joker . 

All the choppers were from the 281st 
Assault Helicopter Company which, for 
my money, was the best chopper outfit in 
’Nam. They were very proud of their 
association with the Project, wore cam¬ 
ouflage fatigues and put their lives on the 
line continually. They had a tradition of 
disregarding any regulation which in¬ 
terfered with the performance of their 
mission. They were mostly young guys, 
and almost all of them were warrant 
officers. 

The Marine chopper pilots in I Corps, 
by way of contrast, went strictly by the 
book. They were mostly older officers and 
career people. They also had shitty equip¬ 
ment, while the 281st had the newest and 
best, so you can’t blame the Marines too 
much. They didn’t have much and they 
had a hard time replacing what they had, 
so they couldn’t afford to abuse it. 

The Marines would carry only as much 
ammunition as they were supposed to. 
The 281st put so many rockets on their 
choppers that they would barely lift off. 
They would lift a little, go forward some 
and thud against the ground, gaining 
more momentum from the thud than 
from the rotors. After two or three re¬ 
peats of this they would finally limp air¬ 
borne and gather enough speed to gain 
altitude. 


Not A Normal Human Being 


Since Allen, Larabee and the Viets were 
in the door seats, I had to crouch behind 
them with my little camera. Larabee sat 
with his helmet on, cradling a scope- 
sighted CAR-15. Allen had a new toy, a 
scope-sighted M60 machine gun hanging 
from a heavy bungee cord by his seat. I 
had known Allen for a hell of a long time 
and had ceased to think of him as what 
you might call a normal human being. He 
was more of a natural force, with none of 
the fears and hungers that distract most of 
us. Away from battle he was a bit of a 
sports-car-type dandy, with a huge guf¬ 
fawing laugh. But in combat he was a 
commander, a computer and a killer. He 
had a ludicrous number of Air Medals, 
something like 25, and that murder¬ 
ous M60. 

I, wanted very badly to listen in on the 
radio communication, but couldn’t. 

We lifted off and soon were flying over 
the jungle. You can see the battlefield 


from this godlike altitude and follow 
everything at every turn, with a little 
plastic-covered map in your lap and a 
radio in your ear. 

But Allen wasn’t the kind of com¬ 
mander who rode his subordinates from 
the air. He used his C-and-C ship as it 
should have been used. He knew how it 
was on the ground. He had chased North 
Korean guerrillas all over behind the lines 
in the Korean War. 

The extraction process was a fascinating 
thing to watch from the air. We were on 
top, way over the canopy of jungle, and 
the entire performance unfolded beneath 
us like a tableau with little models. 

We flew for maybe 20 minutes over the 
lush, green-mountained jungle, looking 
down on rivers, rapids and waterfalls. As 
always, Vietnam was beautiful from the 
air. 

Finally, we picked up the flash of a 
signaling mirror, a high-intensity dot of 
light coming out of the green. It wavered 
as the guy on the ground flashed it at the 
aircraft. Amazing. Just a small mirror. 
We were at about 3,500 feet and it was 
bright as hell. 

Down below us, the three gunships 


Weapons and flags captured in Nha 
Trung, Tet ’68. 
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whirled in trail and set up an orbit around 
the men on the ground. They ran in a tight 
circle around the patrol, and I saw white 
puffs of smoke coming off the orbiting 
choppers as they fired their rockets into 
the hills surrounding the men on the 
ground. I couldn’t see them, of course, 
just the nubby green of the trees as the 
choppers whirled around like toys. 

Then the extraction ship started easing 
down between the orbiting gunships. 
Down, down, slowly, into the trees. There 
was no LZ, just jungle. The patrol had 
been intercepted and had run and kept on 
running, with one man wounded, maybe 
dead. They hadn’t been going for an LZ 
— they had just kept running until the 
choppers got there. The extraction chop¬ 
per had to lower itself down through the 
trees as far as it could, then drop a 
McGuire rig. 

You had to use two choppers for a six- 
man patrol. I rode one once in training 
and enjoyed it tremendously, but then no 
one was shooting at me. I imagine it’s a 
great relief to see one come crashing down 
through the trees. 

The first extraction chopper eased 
down between the gunships and lifted out 
with two guys in it. This was an all-Viet 
patrol and had only five men. One was 
wounded and they had his gear strapped 
to the extra seat, so they didn’t hang 






An early Road runner, member of all- 
Vietnamese teams in Project Delta which 
ran trails in VC and NVA uniforms. He 
carries Swedish “K” under his shirt and 
a grenade in the gourd. Roadrunners’ 
modus operand! was to report in to VC 
unit, wait for meeting of command 
group, sidle up and waste everybody, 
then dive into jungle. Program suffered 
from replacement problems. 

hang together. The extraction chopper 
lifted straight up and climbed for altitude 
with* all the power it had, while the two 
guys and the gear whirled around under¬ 
neath. It must have been an uncomfor¬ 
table ride for them since they couldn’t link 
arms so that they would hang in a clump 
and not be whirled around under the 
chopper. They were spinning like tops. 

The next chopper settled in the slot and 
picked up the remaining three guys. They 
lifted out again. It seemed to take an in¬ 
credible length of time, and all the while 
the gunships were circling and firing 
rockets. Then the choppers lifted and 
climbed for altitude, and soon we were all 
scooting for home in formation, the guys 
in the McGuire rigs streaming out behind 
at a 45-degree angle, enjoying the breeze. 

It took about 10 minutes for us to get 
away from Indian Country and set down 
at a firebase of the 101st Airborne Divi¬ 
sion. The idea was to let the guys in the 
McGuire rigs get out of them and into the 
choppers. The McGuire rig, after all, is an 
emergency measure and something less 
than comfortable. 

As soon as we landed, a couple of gun- 
jeeps from the firebase roared up, the 
sergeant in charge throwing out his bare 
belly through his flak jacket and doing an 
up-front number, swinging his M16 at the 
end of his arms. There were maybe six or 
seven troopers with him and they looked 
gross in their shaggy crewcuts, coated with 
the red dirt of their bulldozed firebase, 
white under the goggles which they shoved 
up on their foreheads when they arrived. 


The sergeant in charge got out of his 
jeep and started to walk around real slow. 

Chuck gave him a brief glance, and we 
jumped back in the choppers and lifted 
off without a word. 

It must have made an interesting story 
when they got back to the firebase. Three 
helicopters landed and five Vietnamese in 
NVA uniforms got out of McGuire rigs 
and into the choppers. The choppers were 
manned and flown by Americans in tiger 
suits carrying .38 revolvers instead of .45 
automatics, and then they were gone, and 
no one had ever heard of anything like 
that before nor would again. 

That night Allen asked me if I wanted 
to go back into the valley with his reaction 
force, the 91st Airborne Ranger Battal¬ 
ion, the next day. The idea was to blow up 
a bunch of the caches and get some fur¬ 
ther identification on the Russian-made 
trucks that we’d found the week before. I 
said sure. 

The headquarters usually operated until 
some time between 10:30 and midnight 
every day in the field, and then knocked 
off until seven the next morning, except 
for the duty officer and NCO. There was 
a movie outside for the off-duty recon 
teams and chopper crews, though. If 
enough of the headquarters people want¬ 
ed to see it, they showed it again in the 
briefing room after everybody knocked 
off work. It meant staying up too late to 
get enough sleep, but a little diversion 
was welcome. 


“What is this shit?” 


They decided to show the movie in the 
briefing room that night, and I thought it 
might be a good idea to do something like 
that before going into the field again. I 
had seen it before, but it was a good flick 
— Up the Down Staircase. I thought a 
movie about the trials and tribulations of 
a high-school teacher might be a welcome 
relief from all that machine-gun fire. 

I sat there enjoying it thoroughly, but 
after five minutes 1 started watching Allen 
instead. As usual, he sat leaning forward 
in his seat, jaw thrust forward, seeming to 
drain the images from the screen. As the 
show progressed he became more and 
more restive. 

“What is this shit?” he muttered. He 
took it for 12 minutes, then stood, jaw 
more outthrust than usual, muttered 
something that sounded like, “Buncha 
goddamned shit,” and rolled out of the 
briefing room. 

They had shown A Fistful of Dollars 
the night before, and he’d liked that fine . 

I stayed another half hour and then 
went to get some sleep. Big day tomor¬ 
row. 

To be continued. 
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ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 


by Cynthia L.D. Kite 

A SURVIVAL POINT ... 

Bianchi Gunleather has expanded into 
knives with the “Night Hawk” — a new 
survival/fighting knife manufactured for 
Bianchi in Germany. 

The six-inch blade is hammer-forged of 
stainless steel with a high-chromium con¬ 
tent and has 20 sawteeth along the top 
edge. Its solid-brass hilt incorporates a 
water-tight compartment. 

The sheath is Bianchi-made and fea¬ 
tures three tie-down places for attachment 
to pack or belt, and a front pocket con¬ 
tains a sharpening stone. 

Each knife is serially numbered and, 
with sheath, retails for $85. For details 
contact Bianchi Gunleather , Dept. SOF, 
1Q0 Calle Cortez, Temecula, CA 92390. 



EDITOR'S NOTE: SOF does not 
endorse any item reported in Adven¬ 
ture Quartermaster. When possible , an 
appropriate SOF staffer tests and eval¬ 
uates products submitted. Sometimes 
this cannot be done and SOF simply 
publishes basic factual information 
about new products that we feel may 
be of interest to readers. 



New swivels ... 

Michaels of Oregon , known for its 
Quick Detachable (QD) sling swivels, has 
wasted no time in producing a new set of 
swivels for the new Remington rifles. 
Their “Model 7400/Four,” with its 
special fore-end adapter bolt swivel base 
and wood-screw rear base, is designed to 
fit the Remington Model Four and the 

Speed sight ... 

Armson Sales Ltd., of South Africa, 
manufactures what they claim to be “the 
fastest day/night combat gunsight.” The 
sight is binocular in that the shooter keeps 
both eyes open and focuses only on the 
target. With the rifle in position, one eye 
is blocked by the sight and a red dot 
comes into sharp focus. Since refocusing 
on the front iron sight is unnecessary, 3 A 
of a second aiming time is saved. 

An improvement of a similar sight 
chosen for the 1970 Special Forces raid on 
Son Tay prison in Vietnam, the binocular 


7400. Set Number for this swivel is 1171 
and suggested retail price is $9.95. 

The existing “Uncle Mike’s swivels,” 
Model 760BB, fit both the Model Six and 
the 7600 — two other additions to the 
Remington line. This set, No. 1441, retails 
for $8.95. Send $1 for a catalog or write 
for information to Michaels of Oregon , 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 13010, Portland, 
OR 97213. 


sight measures 514 inches long and weighs 
only 5/2 ounces. Shown here on the Colt 
AR-15, the sight retails for $210 with 
mount. For further information contact 
the U.S. distributors: Leadership Keys , 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 25304 Farmington Rd., 
Farmington Hills, MI 48018. 




Custom carrier ... 

SHADE offers the concealable, hand¬ 
crafted DCL rig which accommodates two 
spare .45 ACP or 9mm parabellum maga¬ 
zines. Sculpted from black harness 
leather, the DCL makes reserve ammuni¬ 
tion or specialty rounds instantly 
available. 

The rig adapts to belts up to VA inches 
wide, is priced at $22.50 and is available 
from SHADE , Dept. SOF, 1377 “K” St., 
Suite 515, Washington, D.C. 20005. 



In addition ... 

Devel Corporation introduces a new 
magazine-conversion pack for the S&W 
M-59 which increases its magazine capaci¬ 
ty from 14 to 16 rounds. 

The components contained in the pack 
include Devel’s newly designed follower 
which improves function and feeding, an 
extra-power Wolff spring made of finest 
wire which provides superior fatigue life 
as compared to standard factory spring, 
and a newly designed floor plate. 

The conversion pack — sufficient to 
convert two magazines — retails for 
$18.95 from Devel Corporation , Dept. 
SOF, 3441 W. Brainard Rd., Cleveland, 
OH 44122. 
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SOFer In Angola, Part I 


Text & Photos by Smith Hempstone 


W HEN one’s destination is the guerrilla 

killing-ground of Angola, deep in the black 
heart of Africa, getting there most assuredly is 
not half the fun. 

The decision to make this dubious journey to 
write about a war the world forgot grew out of 
my meeting with Jonas Savimbi, leader of the 
National Union for the Total Liberation of 
Angola.(UNITA) — the anti-communist 
nationalist movement battling Angola’s Marxist 
government and its Cuban sepoys — during his 
visit to Washington in November of 1979. 
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There is an electricity about the 
man. Here, for once, was an African 
nationalist who knew how to lead men: 
from out front. Savimbi is no parlor 
general who hangs around the 
delegates’ lounge at the United Nations 
complaining about the injustice of life. 
He is among the world’s most 
experienced guerrilla leaders. He’s led 
his men in battle against Angola’s 
Portuguese colonial masters for a 
decade. In the five years since then, 
he’s fought Cuban, Russian, East 
German and Angolan government 
troops for his country’s freedom. 

From time to time his men clashed 
with East German-advised SWAPO 
terrorists bent on “liberating” South 
West Africa from their Angolan bases, 
or with the descendants of the late 
Moise Tshombe’s Katangan 
gendarmes, who twice have attacked 
Zaire’s Shaba (Katanga) Province from 
their Angolan lairs. In 1976, when the 
West abandoned Angola to its fate, 
Savimbi nearly lost everything, 
including his life. But unlike Holden 
Roberto — another pro-Western 
Angolan nationalist leader who’d fled 
to the more congenial climate of 
France — Savimbi fought on from the 
bush. Now, he told me, the tide was 
turning. 

Physically, Savimbi is an impressive 
specimen: barrel-chested and narrow¬ 
hipped, clear-eyed, with teeth that are 
large, white and very even; he has a 
broad nose, skin the color of well- 
rubbed ebony and a curly, black beard. 
Tieless and wearing a black leather 
jacket, Savimbi strode into 
Washington’s posh International Club 
on the balls of his feet, like a panther 
stalking its prey: wary, alert and 
prepared for any challenge. 

Articulate in English, he proved 
highly intelligent, meeting the loaded 
questions of leftist journalists head-on. 
He conceded nothing; he refused to 
recant: yes, at one time he had 
accepted help from the South African 
government and from the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

He will accept help from the devil if 
it would contribute toward making his 
country free. He has fought for 15 
years, and he will fight for another 15, 
if that’s what it takes to drive the 
Cubans out of Angola. 

I told Savimbi I’d like to come to 
West Africa to see for myself how his 
war against the communists was going. 
He suggested an interview in 
Washington. But 1 told him that, while 
the struggle was his story, I could tell 
it only within the physical context of 
his country, against a backdrop of war. 
He sipped his weak scotch-and-soda 
for a minute, shrugged and agreed to 
my proposal, introducing me to his 
New York representative, a rather 
furtive little man. 

In January of 1980, I took out a 



H E will 
accept 

help from the 
devil if it would 
contribute 
toward making 
his country 
free. 


UPPER LEFT: White 
mercenary flier of DC-4 
talks with UNITA Maj. 
Jean Bock. CENTER: 
UNITA guerrillas 
welcome writer Smith 
Hempstone upon his 
arrival at their 
headquarters. LOWER 
LEFT: There are 
Portuguese serving with 
UNITA forces in Angola. 
Portuguese soldier in 
front is armed with 
Romanian AKM (note 
laminated wooden 
foregrip shaped like 
pistol grip) and has 
Russian RGD-5 anti¬ 
personnel hand grenade 
attached to his web 
gear. RGD-5 weighs 
310 grams, can be 
thrown 30 meters and 
has an effective 
fragment radius of 15 to 
20 meters. Soldier 
behind him is armed 
with Soviet AKMS. 
RIGHT: UNITA soldier 
stands in parade-rest 
position used by 
Portuguese-influenced 
troops loyal to Jonas 
Savimbi. He is armed 
with Hungarian Short 
Rifle, variant of the 
Soviet AKM. Weapon ID 
can be ascertained by 
the perforated sheet- 
metal forearm with 
nylon foregrip and no 
upper handguard. 
Weapon also has 
pronounced muzzle 
brake and no bayonet 
lug. Single-strut stock 
folds sideways and rear 
sight is graduated to 
only 800 meters. 
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$500,000 insurance policy. I knew, of 
course, what I was getting myself into. 
I'd lived in Africa for eight years, from 
1956 until 1964, and since then had 
paid several visits to war-torn Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe). In my more than a 
quarter-century as a newspaperman, I'd 
covered nearly a dozen wars, conflicts 
and insurgencies, ranging in character 
from Vietnam and the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war to the tag-end of Mau Mau 
and Gen. Mula Mustapha Barzani's 
1974 Kurdish rebellion against Iraq. 

At age 52, I had no business running 
around the boondocks with a bunch of 
African guerrillas of uncertain pedigree: 
my syndicated newspaper column was 
doing well, and I had the futures of my 
wife and five-year-old daughter 
to think about. 

Yet I had to admit that, in the tinsel 
falseness of Washington, I missed the 
brotherhood of men joined together in 
battle. Since those far-off days when it 
had been my signal honor as a 
22-year-old to lead Marines in battle, I 
had never forgotten Napoleon's 
admonition to his lieutenants: march 
toward the sound of the guns. To me, 
the remembered smell of burning 
cordite was as sweet as the scent of a 
woman's perfume. I vowed I would go 
to this war, but that it would be my 
last — of choice (I trusted) and 
not of necessity. 

I soon discovered, however, that 
getting to Angola is easier said 
than done. 

Friends in the CIA expressed interest 
and sympathy but, under the regime of 
Adm. Stansfield Turner, dared not help 
on pain of losing their jobs; they were 
unwilling or unable even to provide me 
with a decent map (I later obtained an 
excellent one from the Army Map 
Service) or an English-Ovimbundu 
dictionary. Their British cousins, who 
had helped me once before, were 
equally standoffish. 

(The Carter Administration and 
Prime Minister James Callaghan's 
British Labor government at the time 
were engaged in trying to impose a set¬ 
tlement on Ian Smith's secessionist 
Rhodesian regime, and seeking to force 
South Africa out of South West Africa 
on terms unacceptable to Pretoria. 
Neither the American nor the British 
governments wanted any boats rocked 
in southern Africa.) 

I asked the help of a friend who is 
the ambassador from a neighboring 
(and conservative) African nation. He 
shook his head emphatically: 

“We wouldn’t touch it,” he said, “but 
I'll give you a piece of free advice: don't 
make your arrangements through New 
York. It's so riddled with electronic 
surveillance that every intelligence 
agency in the world, including some 
thoroughly unpleasant ones, will know 
what you're up to.” 

Since I knew the Angolan govern- 
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merit’s cduhterilntelligence net was irun 
W the East Germans, l got his point. 
And as I really hadn’t taken to Saviro- 
bi’s New York agent — nothing 
specific, 1 just didn’t care for the cut of 
his jib, and it was, after all, my life 
that would be placed at risk — that 
suited me. But how to get in touch 
with Savimbi? Over the next few 
weeks, 1 tried many channels — none 
worked. 

Finally, through the intercession of 
an America*) resident in Paris, a 
private citizen who for the past three 
decades has been waging his personal 
war against communists in back alleys 
of the world, 1 made telephone contact 


with Jeremias Chitunda, then 
Savimbi’s agent in France. 

There followed, during the next six 
months, a series of trans-Atlantic 
telephone conversations and a meeting 
with Chitunda in a Washington “bar. He 
was intelligent, and 1 sensed he could 
be trusted. The problem was to find a 
time when an airplane was available to 
spirit me from a neighboring African 
nation past Russian MiGs (flown by 
East Germans and Cubans) into 
Angola to a bush airstrip near where 
Savimbi was operating. 

Once 1 was alerted (by a telephone 
call from St. Louis, Mo., of all places) 
to be ready to leave within 48 hours. 1 
was literally on my way to 
Washington’s Dulles Airport, ticket in 


hand and $4,000 in my money belt, 
when Chitunda scrubbed the mission: 
Conditions on the ground, he said, 
were “not suitable,” whatever that 
meant. Among the things it could have 
meant were that Savimbi was involved 
in operations far from the airstrip, that 
the airstrip itself was threatened, that 
no charter aircraft was available or 
that the neighboring African country 
was making waves about my passage 
through its territory. 

Finally, on 10 September of last 
year, I was put on 48-hour alert again 
by Chitunda. My instructions were to 
fly to the capital of an African republic 
near Angola, check into a specific hotel 
and wait there for a call from a man 
named Mongo (not his real name). I 
was told to be at the hotel not later 
than 14 September and to be prepared 














REPEAL CHURCH 
AMENDMENT 

Readers should take special note of 
the “Church Amendment” referred to 
in the accompanying story. It essen¬ 
tially prohibits the United States from 
lending assistance to groups fighting 
against communist puppet govern¬ 
ments getting direct military 
assistance, manpower and weapons, 
from the Soviet Union. 

There presently are only two such 
movements: UNITA in Angola and 
the Mujahideen in Afghanistan. 

SOF urges its readers to write their 
congressmen and senators seeking 
repeal of the “Church Amendment.” 


to leave immediately for the Angolan 
bush. 

On 12 September, I caught a TWA 
flight from Dulles to Charles de Gaulle, 
then took a taxi into Paris for what 1 
knew would be my last gourmet meal 
for some weeks. While there is 
something to be said for doubling back 
occasionally, it is generally healthier, 
once embarked on such a venture, not 
to dawdle on the way. I caught another 
plane that afternoon, bound for my 
African destination. 

As my plane circled over the African 
capital, I asked the French 
businessman sitting next to me how 
much 1 should pay for a taxi from the 
airport to my hotel. He shrugged his 
shoulders: 

“Perhaps $60, perhaps $100. But it 
can be a little risky at this time of 
night. The driver may take a wrong 
turn and suffer a convenient flat tire: 
you’ll be robbed, beaten up, perhaps 


killed. I have a car meeting me, and I 
go past your hotel. It would be more 
sensible for you to come with me.” 

It was 0100 on 14 September. It was 
stiflingly hot and the arrival lounge of 
the airport was bedlam, with 
passengers elbowing one another to get 
through the health authorities and 
immigration — a certain amount of 
money changed hands — to rescue 
their baggage before their suitcases 
disappeared into the African night. 

An hour later, soaked with sweat, I 
was in the Frenchman’s car, jolting 
over a poorly paved road toward the 
African capital’s dim lights. It was only 
after the Frenchman had deposited me 
at the door of the hotel that it occurred 
to me he might have been in the pay of 
an Eastern European intelligence 
• service. God looks after drunks, little 
children and overaged journalists, 

Miraculously, the hotel had a room ■ 

f 












for me, or at least they had a room for 
a “Mr. Smith,” which I took. I 
unpacked, downed a stiff Jack Daniels 
and by 0300 was asleep. 

1 awoke at 0900, still tired and 
headachy from the many hours on the 
airplane, ordered breakfast in my room 
and waited for Mongo. No Mongo. 

In the afternoon, being a little stir- 
crazy, 1 scribbled a note, taped it to the 
door — “Pm at the swimming pool” — 
and claimed a deck chair. I had the 
rest of the afternoon and the evening to 
reflect on what I had gotten myself 
into. Still, the pool was cool, the beer 
good (it should have been at $3 a 
bottle) and the sunbathing airline 
stewardesses pretty. 1 felt a long way 
from home. 1 was. 

No Mongo the next morning or 
afternoon. But I dared not leave the 
hotel lest he come while I was out, 
think I had scrubbed the assignment 
and not return. Finally, the evening of 
15 September, the telephone in my 
room rang. 1 jumped about a foot out 
of my chair. 

“This is Mongo,” a disembodied 
voice said softly. “May 1 come up?” 
Indeed he might. 

Mongo turned out to be a brisk 
young Angolan who spoke fair English, 
held the rank of major in Savimbi’s 
army and ran the UN1TA intelligence 
network in the African republic. 

After I had satisfied myself — by 
asking questions that Chitunda had 
suggested — that he was indeed who 
and what he said he was, we got down 
to business. 

Yes, he said, there would be a plane 
to fly me into guerrilla country. That 
was good news, since the alternative 
was walking a couple of hundred miles. 
Even better: he could pretty well 
guarantee a plane to get me out in 
time to make connections to Paris by 3 
October, which I needed to do to make 
an Eastern European assignment. 

Yes, Savimbi was operating near the 
landing strip and, yes, it looked as if I 
might be able to take part in a major 
guerrilla offensive operation. No, he 
couldn’t say when my plane would 
leave for Angola; perhaps as soon as 
tomorrow. I should remain ready to 
leave on a few hours’ notice and take 
everything with me when 1 left: 1 might 
not be coming back the same way. 

Mongo admonished me to stay in the 
hotel and keep my mouth shut about 
where I was going — the city was 
riddled with Angolan and communist- 
bloc intelligence agents. On no account 
was I to go near the American 
embassy. 

He wbuld come again when there 
was news. 

For two frustrating days, I sat in the 
hotel. Finally, Mongo called at last to 
say he would pick me up at dawn the 
next morning in the hotel lobby. 1 ran 
down the checklist of essentials to go 
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LEFT: UNITA soldiers 
carry variety of Soviet, 
Romanian, Hungarian, 
Chinese and Free-World 
weapons. This soldier is 
armed with Chinese 
Type 66 rifle, variant of 
Soviet AKM. Note 
permanently attached 
folding triangular 
bayonet. UPPER RIGHT: 
Smith Hempstone, 
author of “The War The 
World Forgot.” 
Hempstone was a 
Marine infantry officer 
in Korean War. 

CENTER: Female 
members of UNITA. 
LOWER RIGHT: UNITA 
seeks to educate its 
people. This is a literacy 
class. 



into my shoulderbag: maps, compass, 
flashlight, camera, film, tape recorder, 
cassettes, notebooks, ballpoint pens, 
hunting knife, mosquito net, malaria 
suppressant, antibiotics, soft hat, spare 
socks, undershorts and shirt. My boots 
were in good shape; 1 felt sure 1 could 
walk out if I had to. I telephoned my 
wife in the States to tell her 1 was 
going in — and what she should do if 1 
hadn’t reappeared in a month — and 
grabbed a couple of hours’ sleep. 

A bleary-eyed Mongo was waiting for 
me in the shadows of the deserted 
lobby at dawn. As we drove through 
the ramshackle city — 1 had known it 
in its colonial heyday a quarter of a 
century ago; no building appeared to 
have been painted or pothole filled 
since that day — African women were 
swaying to market with great baskets 
of bananas and cassava perched on 
their heads. Wisps of wood smoke 
hung like grey wreaths in the 
motionless air. The day was not an 
hour old, and already it was hot. 

At a rundown African hotel in the 
native quarter of town, beside the 
great, slow-flowing river, we wolfed a 
piece of stale bread washed down by a 
cup of bitter coffee, switched cars and 
headed for the airport. 

As we sped along, Mongo kept 
glancing in the rearview mirror: a blue 
car behind us sped up when we 
accelerated, slowed down when we did, 
always keeping the same distance 
behind us. 

“Following?” 1 inquired. 

“Maybe,” Mongo grunted. 

We turned off the potholed highway 
short of the passenger terminal, sped 
past a sleepy sentinel at the gate and 
onto the apron of the freight terminal. 
The tarmac was littered with dozens of 
planes in various stages of 
cannibalization — most of them 
unmarked. We screeched to a stop 
beside a venerable DC-4. There was a 
small metal ladder and a knotted rope 
hanging from its open rear door. 

“Get aboard,” Mongo ordered, “and 
be quick.” 

1 clambered up the ladder, using the 
rope to steady myself. The 46-year-old 
plane was hot as an oven, despite the 
innumerable holes in its fuselage. The 
interior was stripped down, but four 
well-worn seats had been affixed in the 
rear. A pile of freight lay in a jumble 
forward. There was no toilet, and the 
emergency exits were marked in 
Danish. This was a plane that had 
been around. 

Two shirtsleeved white men were in 
the cockpit checking the instrument 
panel. Oblivious to the smell of 
gasoline, both were smoking. 

The pilot was a Frenchman, his 
companion a former Portuguese air 
force officer who served Savimbi. The 
pilot said he had paid $200,000 for the 

Continued on page 84 
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YEARN FOR A 



Thompson M1928 
.45-caliber. Conceived as a 
“trenchbroom” to sweep the 
deadlocked Western Front, 
the Auto-Ordnance Corp.’s 
first product arrived too late 
for the war. First official 
military recognition came 
from the USMC in 1927. Its 
fearsome reputation and 
aesthetic appeal have made 
it a prized weapon for 
guerrillas and irregular 
forces from Ulster to 
Vietnam. The Ml928 weighs 
10 lbs. 12 oz., fires at a rate 
of 725 rpm and has a muzzle 
velocity of 920 fps. 
Illustrations reproduced from 
“The Complete Machine Gun 
1885 To The Present.” By 
permission of Phoebus 
Publishing Company/BPC 
Publishing Limited. 


D ID you ever want to own a full-auto 
weapon, and at the same time be 
secure in the knowledge that it’s just as 
legal as a Parker shotgun or a collector’s 
percussion Colt? In most states it can be 
done. Like most activities regulated by 
government, the process is by no means 
simple, but it’s by no means as impossible 
as many self-annointed experts would 
have you believe. Remember that the al¬ 
ternative is that an illegal machine gun 
owns you — you cannot enjoy shooting it, 
displaying it or even hiding it without the 
certainty that it will eventually cost you 
some expensive lawyer’s time, and more 
probably some slammer time. Do it right 
or don’t do it at all. 

A lot of folks have had this dream, and 
for many of them it has become a reality. 
If you have the desire it’s likely that you, 
too, can legally purchase an automatic 
weapon. Even though the government and 
the establishment media have tried to 
discourage private ownership of such 
weapons, it is still — in most cases — easy 
and legal to do. So if you’ve ever had the 
urge to have your own machine gun, read 
on. I’ll show you how to “rock and roll” 
right in there with the rest of us. 

Let me emphasize right now that you 
should do nothing illegal. No attempts to 
“convert” a semi-automatic weapon or to 
use a “drop-in-sear” (see “Dangerous 


Conversion,” SOF, December ’80) should 
be considered without prior approval 
from BATF on Form 1, Application to 
Make a Firearm (plus $200 making tax). A 
bust for an unregistered automatic weap¬ 
on is a big violation — with a big fine, a 
long sentence and a felony record. You 
would have to be a real mush-head to risk 
all that to save a couple hundred bucks. 
Besides, this article is going to explain 
how to do it all legally. 

Just what is a machine gun? It depends 
on where you live. Some states consider a 
self-loading weapon with a large magazine 
capacity to be a machine gun whether it 
will fire fully automatic or not. Others call 
a weapon a machine gun if it. will dis¬ 
charge more than one round with a single 
pull of the trigger. Some folks say that a 
fully automatic weapon which fires a rifle 
cartridge or larger is a machine gun, 
whereas, if it fires a pistol round then it is 
called a submachine gun. One of the 
books I’m going to tell you how to get will 
indicate just how they are defined in your 
state. When you get yours, you can call it 
whatever you wish. 

Federal authorities consider machine 
guns to be any weapon which shoots, is 
designed to shoot or can be readily con¬ 
verted to shoot automatically more than 
one shot, without manual reloading, by a 
single function of the trigger. Frames, 
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Owning One Is Legal But Not So Easy 



by Albert D. Williams 


receivers and combination/conversion 
parts are also included in their definition. 

The procedure for buying an automatic 
weapon, assuming that the piece is already 
properly registered, involves a paper trail 
which starts with fingerprint cards, 
photographs and the endorsement of your 
local police chief or county sheriff. If the 
transaction involves a dealer, he will help 
you through the maze and eventually for¬ 
ward the package to Washington for ap¬ 
proval. Normally, the BATF requires 
about a month to process and approve a 
transfer. Note that you may not take 
possession of your new weapon until you 
have a piece of paper from the feds with 
your name on it. 

Most people — of the law-abiding va¬ 
riety — can do all this legally. But there 
are exceptions. In most cases these excep¬ 
tions are due to state or local laws. Disa¬ 
bling felony convictions, for example, or 
anything that would prohibit a person 
from possessing an ordinary firearm are 
common reasons for disapproval. Federal 
law permits private ownership of machine 
guns if it is allowed by state and local 
regulations. If you are an exception, you 
now know who to blame. 

The easiest way to determine if you are 
an exception or not is to go directly to the 
BATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms), an agency of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment. I don’t advise you to inquire of 


your state or local law-enforcement of¬ 
ficials because I have found that — in 
most instances — they know little about 
the legalities of automatic-weapon owner¬ 
ship. However, they can tell you how to 
contact the BATF if it isn’t listed under 
U.S. Government in your telephone 
book. 

Better still, contact a Regulatory En¬ 
forcement Division inspector, who is 
charged with the responsibility and has 
the knowledge to answer these questions. 
He also won’t ask any questions of you. 
The National Firearms Act Branch, 
Washington, D.C. 20226, is the definitive 
source for information. The branch ap¬ 
proves or disapproves all transfer re¬ 
quests, gives permissions and maintains 
the machine-gun registry. 

After determining whether or not you 
can buy an automatic weapon, you should 
ask for copies of two books which are 
distributed by the BATF: State Laws and 
Published Ordinances — Firearms , and 
Your Guide to Firearms Regulation. 
These publications will enable you to 
familiarize yourself with the exact laws 
concerning your area, as well as the 
regulations which govern the Class III 
(machine gun) dealers there. The first 
book mentioned gives you the definition 
of a machine gun for your state — if it dif¬ 
fers from the federal definition. 

Note that some states, California is a 
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.303 Maxim on cone 
mounting with shield. This 
was a favorite naval 
weapon in the days of the 
ironclads. It was intended 
to keep the enemy's decks 
cleared and repel boarders 
if necessary. 


notable example, require additional 
documentation from their own depart¬ 
ments of justice. Others may flatly forbid 
ownership. Generally, your local BATF 
office can tell you where you stand if the 
information is not obvious from a look at 
the books. If permits from your state are 
also required, note that BATF will not ap¬ 
prove a transfer to you until you have 
made the state folks happy. 

These books are usually furnished to 
firearms dealers, but with a bit of persua¬ 
sion on your part, the BATF agent will 
give you copies — providing his office has 
them. Generally, a criminal enforcement 
division will not. 

You might also ask the 
BATF for any other printed 
material which it has available 
concerning automatic weap¬ 
ons. The BATF has, on occa¬ 
sion, published various book¬ 
lets and pamphlets for 
distribution to the pub¬ 
lic. These explain many 
of the facets of ma¬ 
chine-gun ownership (such as 
transfers between unlicensed 
individuals transporting the 
weapon), and are usually 
worth reading. 

The Bureau is prohibited by 
law from releasing names, ad¬ 
dresses or any information on 
taxpayers, which includes Class III 
dealers and individuals who have 
registered firearms. 

By now you’ve probably noticed 
that the BATF comes with the turf 
if you get into machine guns. This 
is the federal agency charged with 
enforcing the firearms laws. If you 
are going to own a machine gun, you are 
going to have to deal with the BATF. You 
can deal with them up front—legally—or 
you can deal with them later from a much 
weaker position. Better to do it up front. 

Weapon Choices 


At this point, it’s a good idea to start 
deciding what kind of automatic weapon 
you want to buy. It’s good to have some¬ 
thing in mind before approaching dealers. 
With a few exceptions (there are always 
exceptions), almost anything ever made is 
available — in some quantity and at some 
price. The rarity and demand for some 
models cause them to be very expensive. I 
suggest, however, that for your first 
machine gun you buy one being currently 
manufactured in the United States. 

There are several reasons for choosing a 
domestic weapon. First of all, they are 
easy to get and the supply is good. Be¬ 
cause of this fact, competition between 
sellers tends to hold the price down. Also, 
spare parts and ammunition are available 
and relatively cheap. Further, the quality 
of these weapons is surprisingly good — 
malfunctions and breakages are uncom¬ 
mon. And, finally, there’s the charge for 
your ego. Who in the entire world, for ex¬ 


ample, wouldn’t know what you were 
holding if you stepped out on the firing 
range and emptied a magazine with a 
Thompson? 

After you get some idea about the kind 
of machine gun you want, you’ll want to 
start talking to dealers. There usually 
aren’t many Class III dealers in any area. 
This fact, plus the federal regula¬ 
tions which prevent you from purchasing 
a machine gun from an out-of-state dealer 
unless it is first transferred to a dealer in 
your home state, creates more of a seller’s 
market than you might initially suppose, 
although you can legally buy a regis¬ 
tered firearm from another resident of 
your state. With this in mind, it’s a 
good idea to stay on good terms with 
your dealer. 

The dealer will normally be interested in 
anyone who wants to buy a machine gun. 
He’ll help you make your choice of weap¬ 
on and, if he doesn’t have it in stock, he’ll 
order it for you. You should be cautious, 
however, when picking out and pricing a 
machine gun. Relatively few models are 
now being manufactured in this country. 
This means that there is no ‘‘list” or other 
“standard” price for most of the available 
machine guns. Most dealers will charge 
whatever you will pay, and it’s tough to 
do much comparison shopping. 

On the other hand, be advised that if 
you try to niggle too much on the price, 
you’ll discover that not only are Class III 
dealers relatively scarce, but they are also 
generally quite independent. They are go¬ 
ing to make a profit on their sales, or they 
aren’t going to sell. Most Class III dealers 
I know are solid, financially independent 
citizens who tend to be conservative in 
their political views. They will not share 
their knowledge, expertise and effort for a 
negligible profit. And if you see a Class III 
dealer advertising to sell for $10 or 10 per¬ 
cent, then you are seeing a hack and are 
hereby forewarned. 

If the dealer has the weapon you want 
in stock, you’ll normally be expected 
to pay for it as soon as you decide ^ 
you want it, or at least give a 
substantial deposit. There is a 
reason for this: the federal 
paperwork must be approved 
before you take possession of 
your weapon. If you back 


Gatling-equipped camel. 
A trooper of the Afghan 
Camel Corps in 
1874-77. Gatling’s 
“Camel Gun” was built 
in prototype in 1871 
and manufactured in 
1874. Using a 
.45-caliber cartridge and 
weighing 135 lbs., it 
was designed to be fired 
from a tripod or from 
the back of a camel or 
elephant. 



44 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JULY/81 







out after this paperwork has been com¬ 
pleted, the dealer must write a note and 
return the paperwork to the National 
Firearms Administration (NFA) asking 
for cancellation, which they will cheerful¬ 
ly do. (It is no trouble for BATF to 
cancel.) 

There is a federal transfer tax of $200 
on each transfer of every machine gun. 
Transfers between dealers are exempt. 
Also exempt are transfers between manu¬ 
facturers and dealers, law-enforcement 
agencies and the military, and a few 
others. If you are, however, just an 
average citizen, you can forget about be¬ 
ing exempt. This transfer tax is a one-time 
payment. There are no other federal taxes 
or charges unless you decide to sell your 
weapon — in which case another federal 
transfer tax will be levied. Normally, the 
purchaser pays the transfer tax; however, 
legal responsibility to pay rests with the 
seller. 

Your dealer will now assist you in 
preparing and submitting an application 
to the BATF in order to have the weapon 
transferred to you. This application con¬ 
sists of a BATF Form 4, Application for 
Tax Paid Transfer. Along with this form 
you’ll be required to submit a set of your 
fingerprints and a 

passport-style photo¬ 
graph and authoriza¬ 
tion from a local 

federal attorney, mar¬ 


shal, chief of police or sheriff (other per¬ 
sonnel listed in F-4). All these must be 
submitted in duplicate. Your dealer has all 
of the blank forms which are required, 
and he’ll help you get Fingerprints and 
photos done by competent people. 

The BATF will either approve your ap¬ 
plication or not — after checking state 
and local laws and FBI criminal-record 
files. If it’s approved, one copy will be re¬ 
tained by the BATF. The other copy will 
be marked “approved,” a $200 transfer- 
tax stamp will be affixed and cancelled, 
and it will be returned to your dealer. He 
will give this copy to you when you take 
possession of your weapon 
after Filling out the ATF-Form 
4473. 

If the BATF doesn’t ap¬ 
prove your application, they’ll 
return it to your dealer marked 
“disapproved.” This disapproval can 
be for a number of reasons. Most of 
them I classify as nitpicking. Some¬ 
times they’ll disapprove an applica¬ 
tion because of smudged Finger¬ 
prints. Or, perhaps, they’ll disap¬ 
prove it because you failed to in¬ 
clude your zip code. (I’ve even 
had an application disap¬ 
proved because of an error 
in the serial number which 
they made.) But, what¬ 
ever the reason, they’ll 
tell you why your ap¬ 
plication was disap¬ 
proved, whereupon you may submit 
another application with the deFiciency 
remedied. I have never known of a disap¬ 
proved application which was not even¬ 
tually approved, but I suppose that if a 
criminal were to attempt to slip an ap¬ 
plication through, it might occur. 

If your dealer doesn’t have 
the weapon you want 
in stock, he’ll have 
to order it. But be¬ 
fore he can order it, 
he has to find it. If 
you’ve chosen some hard- 
to-get item, then this can be a 
real problem. He’ll have to search 
advertising literature for a possible 

source. He’ll place “want to buy” ads in 
various publications. He’ll call numerous 
Class III dealers around the country, sear¬ 
ching for your choice. Since telephone 
calls and advertising are not free, and 
since he doesn’t work for nothing, you 
can expect to pay a considerable premium 
for this search. An unusual weapon also 
requires more time before you can finally 
take it home. 

When your dealer finds a source for the 
weapon you want, he’ll confirm the order 
with that source and send payment in full. 
You can expect to pay your dealer for this 
weapon before he orders it. The dealer 
from whom he orders will complete an ap¬ 
plication for a tax-exempt transfer and 
will send it to the BATF. When that dealer 
receives the approved application back, 


Continued on page 74 


Gatling Bulldog. The 
smallest of all Gatling guns 
was patented in July 1893. 
Intended for use by police, 
and shown here with a 
member of the New York 
Police Dept., its six barrels 
were only 12 inches long. 
Encased in bronze, it had a 
new extracting system 
designed to minimize the 
jamming that was 
characteristic of Gatling 
guns. 
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BIG JOHN MURPHY, 
1943-1980 

In Memoriam: 

by John Early 


I F immortality lies in what others remember 
of us, John Murphy is immortal. 

John Murphy was the kind of man who left an 
impression on everyone he met. Almost always the 
impression was memorable and good; however, if 
you were foolish enough to bad-mouth professional 
soldiers, the impression was often violent. 

Murphy and I went back some years together. 

We served together, humped many miles under 
rucksacks, sweated out a number of contacts, bled 
a little together and became good and fast friends. 

At some other point in time, Murphy would 
probably have become a teacher or perhaps the 
dean of a small college and spent his years guiding 
students instead of leading men in combat. He 
held a Master’s degree and worked for his Ph.D 
after returning from Rhodesia in 1978. But back in 
1968, after college graduation, he became a 
Marine officer and, in ‘A’ Company, 1st Recon 
Battalion, Republic of Vietnam, John found himself 
in another role: he was a leader of combat 
soldiers. He was never to be far from that role 
again. He continued along the warrior’s path 
until he died in the uniform of the South African 
army in October 1980. 

Murphy, a man of great courage and good 
humor, was a magnificent leader. He was a legend 
in Rhodesia, where he served with the Rhodesian 
Light Infantry, C Squadron, Special Air Service 
and, finally, the Selous Scouts’ Strike Force. 

On his first raid into Mozambique, his ability 
and performance prompted the commander of 
Selous Scouts, Lt. Col. Ron Reid-Daly, to 
recommend Murphy for the Legion of Merit. 
Murphy’s retort: “Keep your medal, Colonel; just 
let me lead the Strike Force.” 

For nearly two years, Murphy led the Strike 
Force on nearly every cross-border raid and 
pre-emptive strike the Rhodesian army carried out 
against communist terrorists in Mozambique and 
Zambia. 

Murphy’s leadership and courage were so 
respected and admired by the men of Selous 
Scouts that the mere rumor of a raid to be led by 
him was enough to cause dozens of troopers and 
NCOs to show up at the Strike Force HQ, asking 
to get in on the “job.” 

Murphy was “magic” under fire and his men 
knew it. He was at his best leading men in 
combat. That’s what he loved and did best. He 
was a terrible organizer — that was my job — 
but under fire he was the best man to ever 
shoulder a rifle. 


He was capable of great compassion and humor 
and the Scouts loved him for it. Once, in 
Mozambique, he tried to convince me of his 
gourmet-cooking ability with a mess tin piled high 
with what can only be described as slop. Before 
my horrified eyes and the amused smiles of our 
troops, he dumped together rice, bully beef, stewed 
tomatoes, a tin of sardines, a can of Vienna 
sausage, one tin of spaghetti, a dash of curry 
powder and a half bottle of hot sauce — just for 
body — and stirred this concoction with delight. 
Then, to add insult to injury, he piled a tin of sliced 
oranges on top. The troops howled at the sight of 
this meal. I was afraid to taste it. Murphy claimed 
it was delicious. 

On another occasion, I watched him, tears 
streaming down his face, as he apologized to one 
of our wounded as we lifted the man aboard a 
medevac chopper. Murphy felt if he had led better, 
the man would not have been wounded. 

Photo of Murphy 
taken in 1976 while 
he was 2IC of a 
commando in 
Rhodesian Light 
Infantry. 


“Big John,” as the scouts called him, cared 
about his men; loved them with that special bond 
men in combat form — and they returned the 
feelings in kind. On the day Murphy and his wife 
Susan left Rhodesia to return to the States, 
Salisbury International Airport was the scene of 
the largest party-cum-riot in its history. Almost 
every scout not in the bush — over 400 of them — 
descended on the airport to wish Murphy farewell. 

Several scouts arrived in buses “liberated” from 
the unit motor pool and laid siege to the airport 
bar. It looked like Woodstock in cammies. Scouts, 
resplendent in beards, shoulder-length hair, tennis 
shoes, cammie shorts and FNs, took over the 
airport and proceeded to drink everything in sight, 
dance African tribal dances on the bar and sing the 
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traditional Chimiringa war songs — to sec “Big 
John” off to the land of the Big PX. 

Hours later, after the military police and riot 
squad had been called, but declined to intervene, 
the South African Airways 747 loaded John and 
Susan aboard and — nearly one hour late — 
departed for Jo'berg. There was a scout perched on 
every part of the airports roof and veranda, saying 
farewell to their boss and friend. As we all sang the 
Selous Scout regimental song, the 747 broke 
ground and disappeared into the sky. There wasn't 
a dry eye in the crowd. 

A civilian turned to a scout standing next to me 
and said, “You would have thought it was Ian 
Smith leaving.” 

The bearded sergeant major turned and said, 
“Hell, no, man, that was Major Murphy. We 
wouldn't have come for the bloody prime minister!” 

Murphy was a man of splendid courage, the kind 
that compelled other men to follow him. On one 
occasion, our mission was to infiltrate and attack 
the ANC (African National Congress) headquarters 
in a town held by 400 to 600 Frelimo troops. 
Assigned for this mission were 22 soldiers and two 
American officers. The night attack would receive 
no artillery support, and the Rhodesian army had 
only a dozen illumination rounds for the 81mm 
mortars in our sector. The op went fine until, in the 
middle of the town, we encountered a dug-in 
12.7mm heavy machine gun (HMG). 

Our point element literally fell into the pit with 
the gun crew — and all hell broke loose. Soon the 
entire battalion perimeter was firing and we were in 
the middle of the shooting match. I radioed 
Murphy that we were taking fire from 360 degrees 
and the volume was increasing. 

His reply: “Good stuff, now we got 'em.” After 
nearly seven hours of skirmishing and crawling, we 
made it back to the Rhodesian side of the line. 
Through it all, Murphy was having the time 
of his life. He was leading his men and no one was 
better at it. 

After leaving Rhodesia, Murphy returned to 
Columbia, S.C., and tried to settle into the 
academic life at the University of South Carolina. 
But his love of combat was stronger than he 
realized and, after less than a year, he signed on 
with the South African army's parachute battalion 
as company commander of their pathfinder 
company. He held that position for nearly a year, 
then transferred to the elite Number One 
Reconnaissance Commando at Durban. (This 
highly secret unit is responsible for many raids into 
Angola and Mozambique against SWAPO 
terrorists.) 

It was while receiving advanced parachute 
training near Durban with this unit that John 
Murphy’s parafoil fatally malfunctioned. 

After a dozen decorations and three wars. Major 
John K. Murphy, Jr. died at 37 years of age. He 
was buried near his father, Lt. Col. John K. 

Murphy, in Jacksonville Beach, Fla. 



NEWS FROM INSIDE LAOS 

Gen. Vang Pao Reveals 
Latest Developments 

by Jim Graves 

F ORMER Laotian Maj. Gen. Vang Pao’s 
fight continues. 

Maj. Gen. Vang Pao broke away from his latest 
swing around the G.S. to visit with Soldier of 
Fortune Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown and 
other SOF guests in April. 



Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown, 
General Vang Pao 
and Earl Bleecher 
(holding Colt AR-15 
with new ultralight 
Litton M-845 Night 
Scope). 


The only Muong tribesman ever to become a 
general officer in the Royal Laotian Army and the 
recipient of the first annual Bull Simons 
Memorial Award at the first SOF convention, 
Vang Pao continues his fight against the 
communists that began with the French in 1945. 

Although most of his efforts are directed at 
helping the approximately 30,000 Muong 
tribesmen here in the (J.S., Vang Pao also 
remains involved in the affairs of Southeast Asia 
and dropped a bombshell on the SOF staff 
during his visit. 

Vang Pao’s bombshell was a matter-of-fact 
statement that his forces (which according to 
Vang Pao number approximately 20,000 men 
from western and southern Laos) and some of 
the 50,000 Pathet Lao (Laotian communists) 
have reached an understanding and are 
cooperating in activities aimed against the North 
Vietnamese troops stationed in Laos. 

He stated that the Pathet Lao are disenchanted 
with the North Vietnamese because the 
Vietnamese are taking all the food, treating the 
people harshly and essentially acting like the 
imperialistic conquerers they are. 

Vang Pao also keeps up on affairs in other 
Southeast Asian countries and confirmed that 
Pol Pot still runs the Khmer Rouge and is still in 
Cambodia — despite all the reports to the 
contrary in the Western press and on the floor of 
the United Nations. After killing millions of their 
own countrymen, the Khmer Rouge tried to clean 
up their image by leaking out that the KR was no 
longer controlled by Pol Pot. 

“Not true,” said Vang Pao. 

It appears that resistance to the North 
Vietnamese all over Southeast Asia — in 
Vietnam from the Montagnards and unrepentant 
South Vietnamese, in Cambodia from the Free 
Khmers and in Laos from the Muong and Pathet 
Lao — continues to grow. 
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“/~\NE way or another, Vietnam pro- 
V-J foundly affected an entire genera¬ 
tion of Americans — my generation* It 
changed our lives. It frustrated our ambi¬ 
tions and wasted our ideals. It divided us. 
And even now, five years after the war 
finally came to its conclusion, the ex-, 
perience continues to be the most signifi¬ 
cant event of our lives — as significant as 
WWII has been to our parents. 

“There are many in this country who 
would prefer to forget the Vietnam ex¬ 
perience, who see it only as a horrible 
nightmare from which nothing useful can 
be learned. Oddly enough, the majority of 
Americans who were in Vietnam do not 
share that feeling, although our silence 
over these past few years has apparently 
been construed to mean that we do. You 
see, we know that there is much more 
worth saying about Vietnam. The burden 
is now on us to prove it. 

“It’s questionable whether artists really 
help shape the course of the future, but in 
this case I think we can. Artists who were 
in Vietnam have a unique insight: whether 
we’re American or Vietnamese, we see 
that experience in terms of people, in¬ 
dividual human beings. We’re also able to 
see it in terms of life ar well as death. 
Together, through our art, we can provide 
a perspective of that time and place that 
most Americans frankly don’t have. We 
can create a starting point for the imagina¬ 
tion, for the emotions and for conversa¬ 
tion. Getting people to talk — Americans 
who were in Vietnam, Vietnamese now 
living in this country and Americans who 
have never seen Vietnam other than on a 
TV screen — now that would be an ac¬ 
complishment. 

“Our only hope is that we can go on 
from here. This, after all, is just the begin¬ 
ning.’ ’ —Richard Strandberg. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The above state¬ 
ment is excerpted from the brochure for 
The Vietnam Experience Art Show, Min¬ 
nesota Landmark Center, St. Paul, 
Minn., 11-30 November 1980. 

R ICHARD Strandberg, who did his 
tour in Vietnam with the Navy PBR 
(Patrol Boat River) Force, conceived the 
show and nursed it into existence with 
months and months of hard work. 

Strandberg quickly learned that the cor¬ 
porations which usually finance art shows 
turned a cold shoulder to The Vietnam 
Experience: too controversial, even today. 
The necessary funds came from small 
businesses, private donors and finally one 
generous check from the Minnesota 
Northstars hockey team. Still, the in¬ 
dividual artists had to pay to have their 
works shipped and for their own transpor¬ 
tation to St. Paul. The Navy and Marine 
Corps also sent a number of Vietnam 
works from their collections — some of 
which are reprinted with their permission 
in this article. Space for the exhibit was 
donated by the Landmark Center in St. 
Paul. Strandberg and other Minnesota- 
area veterans donated their time to build 
walls and display tables for the paintings, 


Bringing Back 
A Buddy 

Michael Arlen Boyett, 
Photo by Jim Graves 


For What? Top Of Hill 881 South 

Austin Deuel, Photo by Jim Graves 


photographs, drawings and sculptures. 

Strandberg’s hard work and dogged de¬ 
termination paid off. The show was an 
overwhelming success — and a moving ex¬ 
perience for the veterans and general 
public who turned out in record numbers 
— over 800 for opening night — to make 
The Vietnam Experience one of the most 
popular ever hosted by the Landmark 
Center. Perhaps the experience was most 
moving for the artists who were there to 
watch the adulation of their work. 

The veterans, with memories rushing 


back, sometimes grinning at things long 
forgotten, sometimes choked with tears, 
emerged from the exhibit with a renewed 
pride in their Vietnam experience. 

As I stood before Gene Keebe’s “Sense 
of Humor-Vietnam” (see page 53), a 
woman, lured from an exhibit of French 
paintings to the Vietnam exhibit, pon¬ 
dered: “I wonder if they really did things 
like that over there.” 

“Yes ma’am,” I said, “we did. We 
were human beings when we went there 
and still were when we came home.” 
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Even God Is Against CJs 

Austin Deuel, Photo by Jim Graves 



Bridge Site Hue H Vietnam 

John Charles Roach, GSM Collection 
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Lance Cpl. Gary W. Moss, GSMC Collection 
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Marv Wolf 


T HE setting was Vietnam, 1965, a Ma¬ 
rine Corps platoon leader’s vivid 
memoir of life and death amidst the jun¬ 
gle streams and remote hamlets of I 
Corps. The book and the television movie 
bore the same name: Rumor of War , 

One of Pat Coulter’s jobs as USMC 
technical adviser for the film was to en¬ 
sure technical accuracy in its production, 
and one of the most obvious details was 
the rifle each actor/Marine grunt carried. 
To those who were there — and Coulter 


was — it seemed simple: Marines used 
M14s. 

“The problem was that there were no 
Ml4s available. The government has them 
all locked up — not even the NRA can get 
them,” recalls Maj. Coulter, officer-in- 
charge of the Corps’ West Coast public 
affairs office. 

The eventual solution was to use 
cosmetically modified Ml Garands. “We 
cut standard M14 magazines in half, glued 
them to the bottom of the stock beneath 


the bolt, had some fake flash suppressors 
made and attached them to the front end 
and, presto, bogus M14 look-alikes,” 
chuckles Coulter. 

“But of course there was a problem 
with fire-fight sequences. We had to keep 
after all the actors not to fire more than 
seven shots while the cameras were roll¬ 
ing. Every time there was an eighth shot 
fired, that clip would come springing out, 
and of course anyone watching or even 
listening to the sound track would know 
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“Rumor of War” Marines prepare for action. USMC technical adviser provided as 
much realism for movie as possible — including 55-gallon POL drum (bunting diesel 
fuel) at edge of each base-camp scene. Photo: CBS 


what it was and start wondering, ‘What 
the hell is going on?’ So we had to reshoot 
a number of scenes because some of the 
actors would get so carried away with the 
action that they’d forget or lose count of 
the rounds fired.” 

That is only one of the problems en¬ 
countered by military technical advisers as 
they work with some of the 3,500 motion- 
pifcture and TV production companies 
that operate in the Los Angeles area — 
apd it’s one of the easiest to handle. Each 
of the four military services maintains a 
West Coast public affairs office in Los 
Angeles and, while they also deal with 
reporters and writers for magazines, 
newspapers and book publishers, the ma¬ 
jority of their day-to-day effort is directed 
at the film industry. 

Each of the services — the Coast Guard 
is represented as well, but it is part of the 
Department of Transportation — has its 
own unique marching orders with regard 
to the film industry. While all fall under 
the same Department of Defense regula¬ 
tions, the individual services bring dif¬ 
ferent goals and different methods to their 
jobs. The Marines, represented by Pat 
Coulter, nurture their spit-and-polish im¬ 
age, which explains how it was that 
Coulter wound up telling a major film star 
he’d have to get a hair cut before he’d be 
allowed to play a Marine colonel — and 
then had a Marine gunnery sergeant give 
him a haircut that actually met Corps 
standards. 

“We made Rumor of War down in 
Mexico,” explains Coulter. “Steve Forest 
played the part of Col. Atherton. He was 
waiting for me when I got down to my 
hotel in Mexico, had this big cowboy hat 
on. introduced himself, went into my 
room with me and we got to talking. He 
says, ‘You know, I’m playing Col. Ather¬ 
ton in this film.’ I told him I’d been a big 
fan of his for a long time, and he says, 
‘You know my stylist gave me a haircut 
that he assured me will pass any kind of 
military inspection.’ 

“And I said, ‘Great; it solves one of our 
big problems.’ He pulls off his hat to 
show me the haircut and I started snicker¬ 
ing. I couldn’t help it. 

“I said, ‘Steve, we got a problem. Your 
stylist was wrong.’ And we’re laughing 
about it and he gets a little serious and 
says, ‘This is as short as I can possibly go. 
I’ve got another part coming up and I’ve 
got to have my hair long for it.’ 

“I said, ‘It’s got to be like this,’ and I 
pointed to my own head. ‘You’re playing 
a Marine colonel. You set the example for 
your troops, and if anybody is going to 
have short hair, it’s going to be the guy 
back at regimental headquarters.’ 

“We went out on the set the following 
day, and there was a barber there — a 
local stylist — and after about 2 Vi hours 
of cutting one hair at a time, with a great 
deal of controversy over each hair that 
was cut, we finally got it to where it was 
acceptable. And that taught me a lesson. 

“I took one of the gunnies who was 
with me — we brought eight Marines 


down to Mexico with us — and asked him 
if he’d ever cut hair before, and he said, 
‘Only on a ship when one of the troops 
needed it bad.’ 

“I said, ‘Congratulations, gunny, 
you’re now the new company barber.’ 
From then on he cut the hair of all the ac¬ 
tors and the extras. Mine was the first he 
cut, just so I could see if he could do it, 
and it wasn’t bad. So I told him that he’d 
got the job.” 

“Little things 
help preserve realism. ” 

Coulter’s job on a movie set is to 
preserve the image of the Corps and, as 
far as the situation permits, add realistic 
touches that lend authenticity to any pro¬ 
duction that gets Marine support. Thus, 
during Rumor of War , Marines were 
shown wearing the ubiquitous OD plastic 
wristwatch threaded through the lapel 
buttonhole of their fatigue jackets — a 
detail suggested by Coulter. And in every 
base-camp scene, Coulter arranged to 
have, somewhere at the edge of the screen, 
at least one cut-off 55-gallon POL drum 
smokily burn diesel into the sky. 

“We got letters from former Marines 
about that,” chuckles Coulter. “They 
couldn’t believe we were actually burning 
shit, just like it was in ’Nam. But little 
things like that help preserve the realism.” 

Sometimes there are problems that just 
can’t be resolved and, when that happens, 
the technical adviser and the film’s pro¬ 
ducers just have to make do. Such was the 
case with the Huey helicopters used dur¬ 
ing Rumor of War. 

“There were darned few UH-ls in use 


by the Corps back in ’65, and we knew 
that to be absolutely authentic we would 
need H-34s. But there just aren’t that 
many around. So we settled for Hueys, 
and matched some of our shots with com¬ 
bat footage from the archives — footage 
that had been shot sometime later in the 
war. 

“Then we had a problem with our 
Hueys, because we went and rented them 
from PEMEX [the government-owned 
Mexican oil company], along with ‘their 
pilots. Well, the pilots were a little green, 
and the choppers were all white. The night 
before they were flown in, we painted the 
choppers with a water-soluble paint, but 
there was a heavy dew that night and, the 
next morning as we were flying them in to 
the set, every once in a while a whole glob 
of paint would just fly off. We had to 
keep a spot painter on the set constantly, 
touching up the aircraft before each 
scene. When the production was over, we 
just hosed them down real good and they 
were white again.” 

Dealing with the green pilots was a little 
hairier. “They had never had to fly knap- 
of-the-earth before, or in formation, and 
to me it looked like they weren’t much 
good at hovering either. So our troops 
didn’t jump off a couple of feet up as the 
choppers cruised along in formation in the 
LZ, because the pilots just couldn’t han¬ 
dle it. If we had been in Vietnam in 1965, 
they would have been Marine pilots, and 
we would have done it better. But we were 
in Mexico, making a movie, and we just 
did the best we could,” says Coulter. 

Another Corps-supported project was 
The Great Santini , starring Robert 
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Duvall. It’s the saga of a hard-driving, 
somewhat eccentric Marine Corps fighter 
pilot. Coulter was technical adviser for 
this film as well. 

“Although there were a number of 
problems with the script that the Marine 
Corps was originally shown, we were very 
much interested in supporting this film,” 
explains Coulter. “For one thing, it was 
the first film about Marine aviation since 
the 1951 production of Flying Leather¬ 
necks. For another, there was a good 
chance that the producers would go ahead 
and make the Film even without our sup¬ 
port. At least this way we could have a 
* chance to remove some of the scenes that 
were not in the best interests of the 
Corps, and to tone down some of the 
other things/’ 

“Military services will support 
only accurate portrayals. ” 

The military services receive hundreds 
of Requests for support from the film in¬ 
dustry every year. In considering which of 
these to support, all decisions are govern¬ 
ed by the same Defense Department regu¬ 
lation. But each service has some latitude 
under it. In general, military support for a 
film cannot cause the service to incur any 
liability, cannot cost the government any 
money and the government may supply 
the use of equipment only when it is not 
competing with any civilian supplier. 

In addition, the military services will 
support only those productions which 
give, in their view, an accurate portrayal 
of military operations, historical in¬ 
cidents, persons or places. Each service 
considers requests from producers in the 
light of these guidelines and then makes a 
recommendation to the Office of the As¬ 
sistant Secretary of Defense, Public Af¬ 
fairs, which has the final say. But there is 
room for negotiation, and this is when 
scripts are rewritten. Eventually, either 
the service decides to support the produc¬ 
tion, with changes mutually agreed upon, 
or it passes. 

“Santini had some problems, as far as 
the Marines were concerned, when it was 
submitted as a script,” recalls Coulter. 
“For example, there was a scene which 
portrayed recruit abuse. A fake shooting 
is staged for the benefit of a recruit — one 
DI ‘shoots’ another with a blank from a 
.45, and they throw the ‘body’ in a trash 
dumpster. 

“There were numerous scenes where 
the central character, Lt. Col. ‘Bull’ 
Meechum, beats his wife and kids. There 
were a couple of scenes which contained 
disparaging remarks about the Navy, and 
a scene where Bull deserts his post as Of¬ 
ficer of the Day (OD) to help his son. 

“But we had the airplanes — you can’t 
just go out to your neighborhood airport 
and rent some F-4s — so we asked the 
producers to change or delete these 
scenes.” 


In addition to the scenes changed or 
deleted, the Corps lobbied for an addi¬ 
tional scene. “We wanted to balance the 
story, to show that although Bull 
Meechum was indeed a Marine aviator, he 
wasn’t a typical one. So we got the pro¬ 
ducers to add a scene that shows him 
reporting to a new CO who tells him, in 
no uncertain terms, that his conduct is 
borderline at best. The idea was to show 
that drunken antics and rowdiness will not 
be tolerated by the Corps. After a lot of 
haggling, they went along with the idea 
and added the scene,” explains Coulter. 

The Great Santini was set at the Marine 
Corps Air Station at Beaufort, S.C., and 
both the city and the base provided an en¬ 
thusiastic reception to the Film makers. 
The script called for scenes with F-4 
squadrons from both the Marines and 
Navy, but only Marine squadrons were 
available. So VMFA-251 was selected to 


play the Navy in the film. Painters 
covered over the word “Marines” and 
replaced it with “Navy” on the planes ap¬ 
pearing on camera, but all other squadron 
markings, including a distinctive orange 
“Thunderbolt” (VMFA-251 is nicknamed 
the Thunderbolt Squadron) were left in¬ 
tact. 

The film is set in the years 1962 and 
1963, which created some uniform prob¬ 
lems — what the Corps wears today is not 
what they wore then. “It would have been 
impossible to find enough old uniforms 
for all the extras that appeared in this 
Film,” explains Coulter. “So we exercised 
a little literary license, which didn’t affect 
the final product much, and which al¬ 
lowed us to use more real Marines as ex¬ 
tras.” Those that appeared were on leave 
or pass status from their units, and were 
paid standard film-extra fees ($78 per day) 
for their work. 
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ABOVE: Robert Duvall, as Marine fighter pilot Lt. Col. “Bull” Meecham, prepares F-4 
for takeoff in “Great Santini.” Actor learned “Marine Way” at Parris Island and 
Beaufort, S.C. (USMC Air Station where film was shot). LEFT: Maj. Pat Coulter, USMC, 
gives technical advice to shooting crew on set of “Great Santini,” first movie about Marine 
aviation since 1951. Coulter allowed “literary license” in costuming to permit appearance 
of off-duty Marines as extras in film, since 1979 uniforms differed from those of early ’60s. 
BELOW: Duvall (right) reports for duty at new station after playing practical joke. USMC 
asked producers to write in new scene in which CO dresses down flier for rowdiness — to 
show Duvall’s behavior is not typical of Marines aviators. Photos: Orion Pictures 



In one scene, Col. Meechum and his 
family are traveling from Atlanta to 
Beaufort on change of station, and 
Meechum wears utilities, bloused boots 
and a cover, which is and was strictly 
against regulations. But the script, and the 
book it is based on, were written by Pat 
Conroy, son of Marine Lt. Col. (later 
Col.) Donald Conroy, and includes much 
accurate biographical material on Col. 
Conroy, as well as what Coulter describes 
as “a bunch of the best sea stories 
Marines have passed around for years.’’ 

Since the real Bull Meechum — Col. 
Conroy — insists that he did in fact wear 
utilities and so forth on the trip to 
Beaufort, the scene was allowed to be 
filmed that way. But his aviator’s wings 
and insignia of rank were removed for the 
film. 

Robert Duvall, the gifted actor who 
stars in Santini , had played military men 
in other films. He was the borderline- 
psycho air cav squadron commander in 
Apocalypse Now (“I love the smell of 
napalm in the morning; it’s the scent of 
victory.”) and he was Eisenhower in 
ABC-TV’s Ike . But although his father is 
a retired admiral, he had never played an 
aviator, and he was new to the Corps. 

Coulter explains how Duvall was prep- 
ped for the role: “We laid on a series of 
briefings for him with commanders at 
Parris Island and at the air station. He 
went to the officers’ club and learned how 
to play ‘Dead Bug’ (a sort of who-buys- 
the-drinks game where someone hollers, 
‘dead bug’ and the last one on the floor 
with arms and legs sticking up buys a 
round). He even got hosed down with a 
fire extinguisher at the fighter bar during 
happy hour. 

“On a more serious note, he visited the 
flight lines and went through flight simu¬ 
lator rides, attended various social affairs 
at the base and spent a day at the Parris 
Island Recruit Depot watching the DIs 
make Marines. He spent time talking to 
recruits, NCOS' and officers. 

“But it took Lt. Col. Kiely to make a 
Marine fighter pilot of Duvall,” continues 
Coulter. “He taught him to talk with his 
hands, the way pilots do. Kiely was a 
natural — rugged, distinguished, flam¬ 
boyant and authoritative. He’s always in 
charge and highly respected by all. Much 
of the way Duvall plays Santini is a reflec¬ 
tion of how he imagined Kiely would react 
in the same situation. 

“Throughout the film,” Coulter ex¬ 
plains, “the film company went out of its 
way to do things ‘The Marine Way’.” 

One indication of how thorough the 
cast and crew’s indoctrination was occur¬ 
red during the shooting of a love scene. In 
the scene, Duvall and Blythe Danner, who 
plays Santini’s wife, Lillian, entered the 
set wearing only bathrobes. When every¬ 
thing was ready for shooting, the set was 
cleared of all nonessential people, and the 
couple took off their robes and got into a 
bed. Coulter was still standing by, and as 
Danner climbed into the bed she turned to 
him and asked, “Pat, are you here to 
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make sure we do this the Marine Corps 
way?” 

The Air Force image is as important as 
“The Marine Way” to Lt. Col. Duncan 
Wilmore, USAF, whose Los Angeles of¬ 
fices are just down the corridor from the 
U.S. Army’s Public Affairs Office 
(PAO). Los Angeles, Wilmore explains, is 
an important Air Force center for high- 
technology research and development, 
and several large air bases are within an 
hour or so of the West Coast metropolis. 

The Air Force finds it convenient to 
split functions among the officers and 
senior noncoms in its West Coast Public 
Affairs Office. Motion pictures and TV 
fall under Wilmore, a fighter pilot by 
trade — an officer who had “way more” 
than 100 F-105 missions over North Viet¬ 
nam. He advised the producers of Enola 
Gay , a TV movie about the plane that 
dropped the first nuke on the Japanese 
port city of Hiroshima. 

“Enola Gay is essentially the story of 
the 509th Bomb Group, a special unit put 
together to drop the atomic bomb. In the 
TV movie, the focus is on Paul Tibbits, 
the guy who had to put the group to¬ 
gether, train ’em, drop the bomb and keep 
his personal life together, all at the same 
time,” explains Wilmore. “And he was, 
uh, best out of four. He didn’t do such a 
great job with his personal life. 

“The movie was an attempt to show the 
event, concentrating on the stress on this 
one man. The film company needed us 
[the Air Force] primarily for one reason: 
to find a place to shoot the movie. The Air 
Force no longer has any B-29s. We no 
longer have that kind of uniform or any¬ 
thing else from that era. But we do have a 
base near Tucson, Davis Monthan, which 
provided the right locale. 

“Now, they could have done the same 
thing at Burbank Airport, but Burbank 
just doesn’t look like Wendover, Utah, 
where the actual base was during WWII. 
Davis Monthan just happens to have some 
WWII buildings left over, and some han¬ 
gars, and looks like the desert location. 

“We let them use the base — 
but made them change 
the script. ” 

“We let them use the facility. As you 
know, whenever we provide support of 
this kind, the government has to review 
the script for accuracy and service image, 
that kind of thing. Primarily accuracy, 
and that covers a lot of ground. The first 
draft of Enola Gay —■ there were several 
whacks taken at a screenplay, based on a 
book, by other studios, but nothing ever 
came of them — wasn’t very accurate. So, 
in order to fulfill Viacom’s [a production 
company] request to use Davis Monthan, 
we felt that these inaccuracies would have 
to be corrected. 

“For example, the basic philosophical 
thrust of the entire drama would have to 
be altered. The script was based on a book 
that, for the purpose of adding drama, 



ABOVE: Col. Meecham’s plane crashes near end of “Great Santini” and his military 
funeral ends film. RIGHT: On camera — as the actors see it: here during filming of Col. 
Meecham’s funeral at end of “Great Santini.” BELOW: Maj. Coulter (left) indoctrinated 
cast and crew throughout shooting of “Great Santini” — so much so that, during bedroom 
scene, actress Blythe Danner asked him, “Pat, are you here to make sure we do this the 
Marine Corps way?” Photos: Orion Pictures 
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portrayed Paul Tibbets, one guy, in 
charge of an organization — he was then a 
lieutenant colonel — with a considerable 
amount of authority and latitude. So far, 
that’s true. 

“Because of the need for security, and 
because of the priority of the project, if 
Tibbets wanted, say, a $6 million increase 
in his budget, and it was for a good pur¬ 
pose, all he had to do was mention the 
magic words, ‘Silver Plate,’ and every¬ 
body in the service would just give him 
what he needed. The book attempted to 
portray Tibbetts as a guy who faced a lot 
of resentment from other people in the 
service who didn’t have his kind of prior¬ 
ity. People who were trying to take his 
mission away from him, with an attitude 
of: ‘The project is obviously a high priori¬ 
ty and it’s in our theater, so why don’t we 
just take this mission over and run it for 
this young kid.’ 


WINNING WINGS 

Military cooperation with the film- 
making industry is as old as the 
Academy Awards — and older than 
the Oscar. The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences gave best- 
picture honors to Wings, a silent pro¬ 
duction starring, among others, Gary 
Cooper, Clara Bow and Buddy Rog¬ 
ers, in 1927, the very first year the 
award was given. The Oscar statuette 
was not designed until the following 
year. 

In Wings , director William “Wild 
Bill” Wellman saluted his own WWI 
outfit, the Lafayette Flying Squadron. 
Because Buddy Rogers was no aviator, 
the airplane was actually flown — off- 
camera — by a youngster named Hoyt 
Yandenberg, who went on to achieve 
five Air Force stars and have a Califor¬ 
nia Air Force base named after him. 

—M.W. 


“Specifically, the script said that Gen. 
Curtis LeMay was one of these guys. They 
attempted to build a conflict situation. 
Conflict makes good drama. A conflict 
between LeMay and Tibbetts was central 
to the story line. Well, I’ve talked to Tib- 
bitts, and I’ve talked to LeMay — at great 
length. There was no conflict. He knew 
how important the mission was, and there 
was mutual support the whole way. 

“So,” continues Wilmore, “we told 
them that before we would authorize sup¬ 
port, they’d have to change this. Similar¬ 
ly, there was an incident in there about a 
maneuver performed by the B-29s during 
the actual bomb mission. In order to drop 
the bomb and get away safely, the B-29 
was forced to make a 155-degree turn and 
pull about 4 Gs on the plane, just to get 
the hell out of there. This was not some¬ 
thing that was normally done by a B-29. 

“There was an example in the book that 
was supposed to show that the rest of the 
Ar Forcq just didn’t understand this 
maneuver, and so Gen. LeMay demanded 
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that one of his instructor pilots go up and 
check out these new kids on the blocks — 
this special group with their special B-29s. 
So a guy who later became vice-chief of 
staff of the Air Force, Gen. Blanchard, 
then a major, went up with him to check 
’em out. 

“Ohmigod, 
you can't do that!" 

“In the book, when they demonstrated 
this 155-degree turn, Blanchard came 
apart at the seams. ‘Ohmigod, you can’t 
do that,* he was supposed to have said. 
He was supposed to have been scared 
shitless. Well, I know the situation, and I 
know what really happened, as a result of 
researching it with Gen. Tibbetts and with 
LeMay. Nothing like that ever took place. 

“So why should we give Blanchard a 
black eye by making him look like an ass¬ 
hole in a movie, if it never really hap¬ 
pened?’’ asks Wilmore. “So they even¬ 
tually came about very nicely. There was 
no problem — after we made the facts 
quite plain.” 

Making Enola Gay required the use of 
flyable B-29s, but the Air Force long ago 
junked or sold its entire fleet. “There 
were three used, two belonging to the 
Confederate Air Force [see “SOF Jumps 
With A Ghost Squadron,” SOF, March 
’79] and the third a museum piece that the 
Film company was able to use,” explains 
Wilmore. 

“But then there was the matter of secu¬ 
rity. We were able to set up a schedule of 
off-duty air police to guard the aircraft 
when shooting wasn’t going on. The film 
company paid them for their time. 

“In fact, the Air Force billed them [the 
Film company] for everything they re¬ 
quired from us, except the use of the base 
and the buildings, which weren’t being us¬ 
ed for anything else anyway. We issued 
them [the Film company] passes so they’d 
have access to the areas of the base they 
needed, and we extended them all the little 
courtesies that made the job easier: like 
waving them through the security gates 
when they came in or out. 

“ Where do you get a tractor 
for a B-29?" 

“And then there was a problem with 
moving the B-29s around on the ground. 
Where do you get a special tractor big 
enough to tow one of those planes, and 
have it available for all the time the planes 
have to be moved to make a film? Well, 
just coincidentally, Davis Monthan is the 
boneyard, or storage area, for the Air 
Force [see “Bomber Boneyard,” SOF, 
March ’80]. We had lots of tugs around to 
move big airplanes. 

“So we rented them what they needed. 
It cost them $9,000 in towing, charges for 
the convenience of having a couple of 
military vehicles, with drivers, waiting 
around for whenever they needed them,” 
says Wilmore. 
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How military cooperation of the unof¬ 
ficial sort can make a film-maker’s task 
easier is illustrated by an incident which 
occurred during Enola Gay . “Viacom had 
these rented B-29s from the Confederate 
Air Force, and the hangup came when 
they wanted to re-enact the dropping of 
‘Little Boy,* the atomic bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima. They had old photos of the 
bomb, and they built a dummy out of 
steel — add water for weight. It looked 
very real, and they planned to actually 
drop it, with cameras grinding away from 
different angles. 

“You come up with 
something that works ... 
we 'll chance it. ” 

“But the standard bomb racks in the 
B-29 wouldn’t accommodate it, and these 
are the only flyable Super Forts in the 
world. They came to us and asked for 
help,” says Wilmore. “Now, dropping a 
bomb is a scientifically precise thing. 
Before the Air Force lets bombs be drop¬ 
ped, we test them, we wind-tunnel them, 
we computer-simulate them. We do all 
sorts of things, because you never know 
what’s going to happen unless you do. 

“So I was sort of curious about how 
they were going to handle this. See, the 
real Enola Gay had a specially built bomb 
release, which they had tested for months. 
It’s in the Smithsonian, along with the rest 
of the airplane. Now these movie guys had 
a big, long bomb that didn’t have the 
same characteristics as the real bomb. So 
they talked to our bomb guys, but we 
didn’t have anything that would work 
either. 

“There’s a real problem here, because 
these are the last two flying B-29s in the 
world, and what happens if they make up 
something that only releases one hook in¬ 
stead of two? Then you’ll have this big 
steel thing jumping around inside the 
bomb bay — and what if it knocks off the 
bomb-bay door and the door flies back 
and hits the horizontal stabilizer or some¬ 
thing? Well, we’d lose an airplane and 
10 guys! 

“The Confederate Air Force was just a 
little leery about this, but they said, 
‘Okay, you come up with something that 
works, and if you can demonstrate that it 
works three times outside the plane and 
once while it’s in the bomb bay while the 
ship is on the ground, we’ll chance it.’ 

“So,” continues Wilmore, “here’s 
what we did: The Confederate Air Force 
guys went over to the Air Force storage- 
and-disposition area, which has some 
older equipment in it, and they found an 
old drop-tank pylon off an F-102. It’s got 

Patrick Duffy stars as pilot of “Enola 
Gay” in NBC’s 1980 TV movie. USAF 
cooperated with film makers and allowed 
them to use Davis Monthan AFB near 
Tucson, Ariz., for location. Confederate 
Air Force provided B-29s for film. 

Photo: NBC 


the release mechanism so you can punch 
the tanks off. They took the pylon off and 
got down to the release mechanism. They 
figured they could weld a couple of hooks 
on the bomb to match up to the release. 

“We took all this stuff over to the plane 
where, because it was a B-29, there were 
always a bunch of young airmen hanging 
around. Now, in any bunch of GIs you’ve 
always got a shade-tree mechanic or two, 
and there were some guys there from the 
weapons shop and some from the sheet- 
metal shop, and they said, ‘Let’s see what 
we can do.’ 

“So it was a little bolt here and a couple 
of widgets there, and they had made a 
bomb-release mechanism. They did all 
this on their own, because they wanted to 
get involved. We didn’t tell them they had 
to; they just liked to help. That’s how GIs 
are. 

“Then we went and tested it: rigged it 
up to a crane, hung the bomb on the 
mechanism, lifted the whole thing with a 
big fork lift and dropped it on some sand 
bags. Then they pulled the lanyard and, 
Eureka, it worked. They tried it three 
times. They put it in the belly of the B-29 
and it worked. So the movie guys had a 
scene. 

“We let them use an Air Force bombing 
range for the actual shot,” chuckles 
Wilmore. “I don’t think they would have 
gotten it if it were not for all these in¬ 
dividual airmen, working on their own 
time, who were just trying to help out.” 

“ They respect us 
for what we are. ” 

When Wilmore came to his job a year 
ago, he had some doubts about how the 
civilians in the movie industry would treat 
him. “It’s been a pleasant surprise. The 
movie industry spends a lot of money on 
military films, and they’re used to dealing 
with us as professionals. Some pretty 
heavy hitters have come to me for support 
— producers mostly — and it would be 
easy for me to get a big head, but I know 
that it’s not me, the man, that they’re 
showing so much respect for. It’s what I 
represent — the Air Force — and what it 
can do for them. So I have to remember 
that and not go off on an ego trip. 

“Some guys tend to forget that, and 
there are a lot of promises made to guys 
like us: things like post-retirement jobs. 
Yet many of those promises are not in¬ 
tended to be taken seriously. Still,” adds 
Wilmore, “there’s a lot of mutual respect 
between the Air Force and the movie in¬ 
dustry. Putting together a big Film has a 
lot in common with planning and staging 
a major military operation — there are the 
same kind of skills involved. The movie 
people know this, and they respect us for 
what we are.” 

(To be continued.) 
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6 NEW GUNS, 2 NEW 

ROUNDS FROM S&W 


New 9mms Much Improved 


Text & Photos by Matt Fredericks 



Author tests new S&W 9mms. All weapons performed well. 


While some gun manufacturers are lay¬ 
ing off employees and cutting back , S& W 
continues to grow rapidly. The firm re¬ 
cently introduced four new semiautomatic 
pistols t two new revolvers and two high- 
performance handgun ammunition loads . 
SOF’s Matt Fredericks managed to obtain 
a sample of each and test them extensive¬ 
ly- 

Model 439/539 

F OR those of us who participate in 
practical pistol shooting, the S&W 
9mms have always been a sad example of 
a defensive pistol. Reliability was possible 
only with full-metal-jacketed ammuni¬ 
tion, while trigger pulls were horrible and 
accuracy was best described as mediocre. 
New IPSC shooters who depended on this 
weapon soon gave up in disgust and 
bought .45 autos. 


Police departments, however, bought 
these pistols by the gross. Chiefs waxed 
enthusiastic over them, while armorers 
cursed them. They often required exten¬ 
sive reworking before they could be issued 
to the troops. 

In all fairness to S&W, the company 
was aware of these problems and tried to 
correct them. When originally developed, 
the Model 39 was made to work with 
military 9mm ammo and did so quite well. 
Unfortunately, when high-performance 
9mm loads became a reality, reliable 
feeding went out the window. 

The Model 39-2 was introduced to solve 
this problem, but wasn’t a total success 
due to the wide disparity in 9mm loads. 
Rim thickness varies considerably, as does 
overall length of many loaded rounds. 
Due to continued problems in this area, 
S&W has introduced its “second genera¬ 
tion” 9mms. 


The 439/539 series will replace the 39-2. 
The 439 has an aluminum frame and the 
539 is an all-steel offering. Both, however, 
share a variety of improvements, making 
them safer and more reliable. 

Although it was not a common occur¬ 
rence, the Model 39 could fire if dropped 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

This is Matt Fredericks’ second ap¬ 
pearance in SOF (see “Deadly Off- 
Duty Wallop,” April ’81). Matt Fred¬ 
ericks is the nom de guerre of a police 
officer in a major U.S. city and he is a 
recognized expert on police survival. 
Fredericks has taught regional semi¬ 
nars and written about street survival 
for professional police magazines. 

We are pleased to welcome Freder¬ 
icks back for his second visit to SOF’s 
pages and hope it won’t be his last. 

Bob Poos 
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with the safety off, an accident that hap¬ 
pened often enough to concern S&W. To 
eliminate this danger, a block that locks 
the firing pin until the trigger is pulled has 
been installed. 

A shooter using the prototype 439 had 
to apply the safety and then pull the trig¬ 
ger to drop the hammer. When these early 
samples were shown to various depart¬ 
ments which already carried the Smith 
9mms, they expressed concern about the 
possibility of accidental discharges with 
such an arrangement. As a result, the 
weapon was redesigned so that the safety 
dropped the hammer as before. 

The new extractor is much wider and 
deeper than the original and is made of 
stainless steel in order to handle both 
domestic and foreign 9mm offerings. I 
fired a number of European loads 
through the Model 439 without a hitch. 

The new 9mms are reliable with any 
commercially available load. I loaded the 
magazines repeatedly and randomly with 
a wide variety of offerings, ranging from 
Super Vel’s stubby, 90-grain jhp to Rem¬ 
ington’s 124-grain full-metal-jacketed 
load. The gun gobbled them up without a 
hitch and routinely fed empty cartridges. 

The original S&W 9mm’s rear sight was 
adjustable for windage only, and the 
various high-performance loads rarely 
shot to point of aim. The new versions 
have a sight that is not only fully ad¬ 
justable, but equipped with sheet-metal 
“wings” to protect coat linings. 

The 539 is the 439’s equal — with the 
bonus of extra weight for reduced recoil. 
While the 9mm can hardly be considered a 
heavy load, many prefer the additional 
heft of an all-steel weapon. Furthermore, 
the steel Smith can be reworked to pro¬ 
duce excellent accuracy. Top IPSC com¬ 
petitor Tom Campbell uses a modified 559 
that produces 2 1 / 2 -inch groups at 50 yards. 

Model 459/559 



The 459 and 559 are the 15-shot 9mms 
with aluminum and steel frames respec¬ 
tively. They share all the design im¬ 
provements of the 439/539 — plus the in¬ 
creased magazine capacity so popular in 
police circles. Whether or not one is a fan 
of the 9mm for defense, these weapons 
can no longer be criticized for unreliabil¬ 
ity. They will literally feed anything and 
produce good accuracy. 

Of particular interest to left-handed 
shooters is the fact that S&W will offer 
ambidextrous safeties on their new 9mms. 
These weapons will be available in both 
blue and nickel and should appear by this 
summer. The 639 and 659 (stainless steel) 
are slated for future production, but it 
will be at least a year before they reach the 
assembly line. 


Model 586 


S&W Model 547 9mm revolver is shown in three-inch-barrel version. 



When S&W introduced the concept of a 
medium-frame .357 magnum (Model 19), 

it was anticipated that police officers New “L’Mrame .357 Magnum S&W Model 586 revolver. 
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could practice with .38 wadcutters and 
restrict magnum loads to duty use. Over 
the years, however, police training has 
changed. Police departments that issue 
.357s have begun to train and practice 
with .357 ammo. Medium-frame .357s, 
however, weren’t designed for such heavy 
use. The obvious answer was the 
“N”-frame .357, but most departments 
preferred the more lightweight weapon. 

S&W’s answer to this problem was to 
develop the new “L”-frame Model 586. 
Bigger and heavier than the “K”-frame, it 
is nonetheless substantially lighter than 
“N”-frame .357s. 

It comes in either blue, nickel or stain¬ 
less steel (Model 686), with a four- or six- 
inch barrel. It will also be available in a 
fixed-sight version (581 or 681). This 
weapon’s heavy-barrel feature substan¬ 
tially reduces recoil when compared to a 
six-inch “K”-frame magnum. It is also 
impressively accurate. It produces two- 
inch groups at 50 yards from a Ransom 
rest, and uses Federal match wadcutters. 
S&W’s own 125-grain jhp .357 load pro¬ 
duced excellent three-inch groups at the 
same distance. 

The Model 586 comes with target grips 
interchangeable with “K”-frame grips so 
that offerings from Hogue or Pachmayr 
can easily be installed. While speedloaders 
have not yet been developed especially for 
this new weapon, those designed for the 
Colt Python work perfectly. 

The Model 547 9mm revolver was 
originally designed for the French police. 
A highly modified Model 13 was the basis 
for this new weapon. Despite its export 
potential, I’m convinced it will be highly 
popular here. Why? Because the 9mm of¬ 
fers a substantial increase in performance 
over the + P .38 Special in the same barrel 
lengths. A quick check with a chrono¬ 
graph proves my argument. The results 
are listed below: 

S&W Model 10 (4” Barrel) 


a. W-W95grjhp 1102 fps 

b. W-W llOgrjhp 1023 fps 

c. W-W125grjhp 1008 fps 

S&W Model 547 (4” Barrel) _ 

a. W-W95grjsp 1304 fps 

b. W-W lOOgrjhp 1287 fps 

c. W-W115grfmj 1178 fps 


The Model 547 is a moderate-recoil 
weapon. It will be an excellent choice for 
female police officers because of its 
smaller grip, light recoil and good perfor¬ 
mance. 

The extractor design is unique and has 
been patented by S&W. It is designed so 
that if a case rim gets under the extractor, 
the extractor is strong enough to cut 
through the rim of the case, allowing the 
weapon to be used as a five-shot gun. 
With normal revolver extraction systems, 
on the other hand, if a case gets under the 
star of the extractor, the weapon becomes 
a rather expensive club. 

Unlike most of S&W’s centerfire re¬ 
volvers, the Model 547’s firing pin is lo¬ 


cated in the frame rather than the ham¬ 
mer. Below the firing pin is a second pin 
called the limit pin. Both pins are retained 
in the weapon by a system similar to that 
used in the .22 Jet revolver. 

The limit pin limits the primer indent 
and reduces extraction force. Since the 
9mm headspaces off the front of the case, 
a variation in case length can cause a .020 
gap at the back of the case between the 
bolster face and the case. The limit pin 
prevents excessive penetration of the pri¬ 
mer by pushing the hammer back as the 
shell moves back to the bolster face. The 
shell casings will often show a mark from 
the action of the limit pin. If the limit 
pin is removed, some brands will have 
as many as five out of six rounds with 
pierced primers. This piercing will occur 
at the tip of the firing pin, and the high- 
pressure gas leak will badly score the fir¬ 
ing pin. 

Although the hammer does rebound, it 
doesn’t so much that it interferes with 
rapid fire. Because of its design, the 
double-action pull is rather heavy, but 
quite smooth. I’ve put more than 500 
rounds of high-performance 9mm ammo 
through it without a hitch, and the more I 
shoot it, the more I like it. This is one gun 
I don’t intend to return! 

Along with the new weapons, S&W 
introduced two new high-performance 
handgun loads. Both are Nyclad 125-grain 
hollow-point loads. One—designed for 
extensive use in airweight snubs—is called 
“The Chief’s Special” load. The other is 
for the 9mm. I checked both loads for 
velocity and expansion. My results are 
listed below: 

L oad 2” Vel. 2” Exp. 4” Yel . 4” Exp. 

a. .38 Special 825fps .70” 987fps .79” 

b. 9mm — — 1134fps .78” 

Both loads are accurate and have 
minimal muzzle flash. The Nyclad 9mm 
feeds in all my 9mm pistols despite the 
fact that it has a pure-lead core. The 
Nyclad coating has tremendous potential 
and S&W is planning to offer similar 
loads in a variety of other calibers. These 
two loads should be on dealers’ shelves by 
the time this article is in print. 
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COLONIAL 

SWORD 

CANES 


... as British as gin 
and tonic ... as 
oriental as the 
carvings that decor¬ 
ate the sheath arid 
handle. No colonial 
gentleman would 
have walked the 
streets of Singa¬ 
pore or Mandalay without 
his sword cane! The 
craftsmen who made 
these are about all gone. 
These are real collectors 
items, carved from fa¬ 
mous shlsham wood, 
have stylized lion’s head 
as top decoration. You 
can use these as sturdy 
walking sticks. Sword is 
good quality steel. Before 
long you may not be able 
to get these at all. A great 
buy while they last at 
$24.95, we pay postage. 
Order by mail from: 

UNITED SAFETY SUPPLY 
310 W. ?th St. 
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THE JUDAS TREE 


Nightmares From Cabanatuan 
Prison Camp 


by Robert V. Larson 
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“It is written that you should suffer 
without purpose and without hope, 
but I will not let all your sufferings be 
lost in the abyss. ” 

—Georges Duhamel 

M ANY years have passed and my 
memories of WWII are vague and 
fragmented. The people and places that 
were once an integral part of my life have 
become distorted like images in a Coney 
Island mirror. Except when I dream. Then 
monstrous pictures invade my brain with 
the cunning of a sniper’s.bullet, and their 
horror mounts greedily until, suddenly, 
the dream peaking, Pm jolted upright, my 
pajamas adhesive with sweat. 

Dixie, my wife, awakens instantly, 
flicks on the bedlamp and draws me to her 
as I shudder and gasp for breath. “Oh, 
honey,” she murmers and gently strokes 
my back. “Was it the tree , again?” I nod 
and move reluctantly from her. I need her 
closeness desperately, but I cannot let her 
be polluted by the creatures that are 
grudgingly leaving my body. They’re still 
dangerous. Later, over coffee and a 
cigarette — despite my wife’s intentionally 
distractive chatter — my mind is sucked 
helplessly into the cauldron of the 
past.... 

Corregidor fell on 6 May 1942, and a 
fortnight after that bewildering event, we 
prisoners-of-war were herded onto Japan¬ 
ese fishing boats which took us to Manila. 
There was a humiliating march up Dewey 
Boulevard to old Bilibid prison where we 
spent the night. The following day we 
marched to Tutuban station where we 
boarded boxcars which carried us to 
Cabanatuan, the dusty provincial capital 
of Nueva Ecija. That wet night we slept in 
a schoolyard, and early the next morning 
began an 18-kilometer march eastward to 
Military Prison Camp No. 3, a former 
Philippine Army training base, located in 
the empty foothills of the Sierra Madre. 

The camp, with its neat rows of thatch- 
roofed huts, could have exhibited to the 
uninitiated a sort of rough, tropical 
glamour, but while the huts were actually 
no worse than the occasional nipa shack 
encountered on rare outside details, they 
were still flagrantly inadequate. 



6 May 1942: American flag is lowered on Corregidor after Japanese capture. Photo 
courtesy of Dr. Diosdado M. Yap, Editor-Publisher, BATAAN Magazine, 
Washington, D.C. 4 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Master Sgt. Robert V. Larson, 
USAF (ret.), served as a rifleman with 
the Naval Beach Defense Battalion at 
Fort Mills, Corregidor, in the Philip¬ 
pines from the beginning of WWII un¬ 
til 6 May 1942, when he was taken 
prisoner by the Japanese. He was in¬ 
carcerated in various camps in the 
Philippines, and then, in July 1944, 
was sent to Japan where he worked for 
the duration of the war in coal mines. 

Since then, he has been NCOIC of 
the Special Activities Section, 405th 
Air Police Squadron at Clark Air 
Force Base in the Philippines, serving 
from 1960 to 1962. 



He served as historian with the 806th 
Air Division at Chennault AFB, La., 


and later in the same capacity with the 
319th Bomb Wing, Grand Forks AFB, 
N.D. 

Larson retired from the Air Force in 
1963. He has a 100-percent disability 
rating due to brain damage incurred as 
a POW. The damage has caused him to 
have difficulty dealing with abstrac¬ 
tions. 

“I had to give up the idea of becom¬ 
ing a physicist and concentrate instead 
on a writing career,” Larson told us. 
We think it was a good choice. 

If he had his life to live over again, 
Larson said, “I’d be either a gardener 
or a burglar — both quiet occupa¬ 
tions. ’ ’ —John Metzger 
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Thatch, although rainproof, can be a 
sanctuary for rats. And we had them: 
gaunt creatures, with evil, naked faces. 
Also, the plaited swali walls hid hordes of 
bedbugs whose nocturnal preying made 
sleep fitful and unrewarding. The double¬ 
decked sleeping platforms were nailed 
over dirt floors which became sumps 
when the long rains came. The few la¬ 
trines were foul beyond belief and failed 
to meet our needs even before dysentery 
began ripping through the camp. There 
was no lighting of any kind, and we learn¬ 
ed quickly at Camp 3 that our captors re¬ 
garded night as a time for sleep, period. 

Food became an overriding obsession. 
Some men, their minds altered by hunger, 
tortured themselves by spending their 
days conceiving, and then laboriously 
writing down, post-liberation recipes, 
which they proceeded to read aloud with 
all the fervor of a fundamentalist sermon. 

The recipes, written on the backs of Al¬ 
pine condensed-milk labels, were alike in 
one respect: they all called for an inor- 


soup, both liberally laced with worms, rat 
shit and unidentifiable miscellanea. 

We joked about it: “How in hell could 
you chip your tooth on this swill?” 

Ruefully: “Aw, I bit down on a rat 
turd, and it turned out to be a rock.” 
Laughter. 

Humor was of the gallows type: crude 
and mostly scatalogical. I can’t recall any 
sexual jokes. Starvation had so reduced 
our sex drive that Betty Grable could have 
lain naked next to a can of spam without 
risking her virtue. That she would have 
been trampled to death in the stampede to 
get at the spam was, of course, an ac¬ 
cepted hypothesis. 

One evening, about a week after our ar¬ 
rival, the camp commander, Col. Mori, 
read us the riot act, in which he ordered us 
sternly not to escape. He was a wispy, 
myopic man — the colonel — as ugly 
as a cold sore and with the personality 
of a viper. His features were permanent¬ 
ly set in a sour expression, reminiscent of 
a gray-flannel-clad commuter who has 


clad in shabby, gray-green uniforms. They 
seemed to dart rather than walk, and they 
wore their rifles — Corregidor Marines 
did that — instead of merely lugging 
them, a sure sign that they were veterans. 
They were devoted equally to plunder and 
masturbation, and they cultivated cruelty 
as assiduously as roues cultivated virgins. 
Their days, as far as I could tell, were 
totally devoid of any of life’s redeeming 
graces, which was reflected by the grunts, 
shrieks and bellows they employed when 
communicating with us. 

On outside details we were often con¬ 
fused by their contradictory rantings. 
Then, sadly, there would be instant tutor¬ 
ing in basic Japanese which, more often 
than not, included a concurrent lesson in 
orthopedic psychology. 

Rifle butts and pick-axe handles were 
their favorite training aids, and had Miss 
Agnes Kunze, my third-grade teacher, 
been free to utilize them, instead of mere¬ 
ly rapping my grimy, ink-stained knuckles 
with a ruler, she would not have had to 
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American prisoners of war under guard by Japanese troops with Arisaka rifles after surrender of Bataan, April 1942. Photo 
courtesy of Dr. Diosdado M. Yap, Editor-Publisher, BATAAN Magazine, Washington, D.C. 


dinate amount of sugar, chocolate and 
sweetened condensed milk. Most of the 
gastronomical fantasies that were put to 
paper were downright awful. But at that 
time, you must understand, we were en¬ 
thralled by such culinary outrages as, for 
example, chocolate-chip hashbrowns and 
sweet-and-sour liver and onions. 

Naturally, we were jolted rudely back 
to reality each time we waited in the chow 
line. An artillery man summed it up quite 
succinctly: “Never,” he. said dourly, 
“have so many waited so long for so 
little.” Day after day our resentful 
stomachs were subjected to a diet of 
glutinous rice and, or> occasion, a greens 


just missed the last train to a distant 
suburb. 

“You must not escape!” he shrilled. 
“If you escape, you were be shot to die 
... by gun!” His English was deplorable, 
but the message was clear and, two days 
later, it was brought forcibly home to us 
when four teenage GIs stood in a mass 
grave and were shot by a firing squad 
(which thriftily collected their brass before 
marching off). It was a brutal price to pay 
for only 58 minutes of freedom, and the 
single consoling thought that comes to 
mind is that for 58 minutes they were 
soldiers again. 

Our guards were repellent little men, 


report to my parents that I was a “slow 
learner.” Indeed, under the malevolent 
tutelage of the guards, my ability to 
speedily absorb knowledge reached or¬ 
bital heights, along with my instinct for 
survival. Fortunately for us, the guards 
seldom came inside the camp. From the 
beginning to the end of our captivity we 
avoided them as much as possible. 

Physically, we were a collective mess. 
One contributing factor was the debilitat¬ 
ing exhaustion which always accompanies 
defeat. That, and the five pre-captive 
months on three-eighths rations had 
lowered resistance to a point where even 
the most innocuous scratch became a 
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bone-deep ulcer. There were no drugs, 
and it was not uncommon to see men 
make no effort to remove the maggots 
that covered their wet sores. They only ate 
dead tissue, or so it was rumored. 

Beri-beri showed up. “Eat plenty of 
fresh fruit and vegetables,” the doctors 
wryly told the men who hobbled to sick- 
call on grossly swollen ankles, who, in 
turn, would stare long and pointedly at 
the doctors and then limp away, 
distributing turgid fragments of obscenity 
as they left. 

We had a variety show and a grubby lit¬ 
tle rifleman brought down the house with 
his portrayal of “Tizzie Lish,” a radio 
comedian of that era who was famous for 
his outlandish recipes. “Now, folksies 
[this in a screechy falsetto], I’m going to 
tell you how to make rice balls. First, you 
take a pound of rice and soak it in the 
latrine for half an hour ... Pll wait for 
you....” 

It was all very crude — verbal slapstick, 
really — but exhausted spectres in filthy 
khaki slapped their sides and cackled de¬ 
lightedly. For some it was their last hearty 
laugh, for scant days later they were dead 
from dysentery, malaria or a combination 
of both. 

Just about that time, a hospital was ac¬ 
tivated across the road from the main 
camp. A call for volunteer medics had 
gone out previously and six of us had been 
selected. I never bothered to ask the 
others why they volunteered; it wasn’t im¬ 
portant. But as far as I was concerned, it 
was simple: I was bored and wanted a 
change. It was a change to be sure, but for 
the worse, and whatever youthful in¬ 
nocence I may have retained was soon to 
be irretrievably lost. 

None of us knew why we had been se¬ 
lected. “Because we were warm, breath¬ 
ing and available,” one kid suggested 
later. It certainly wasn’t as if we possessed 
medical skills. None of us knew a femur 
from a fistula — nor a hernia from a 
hamstring, for that matter. 

However, all of us, at one time or 
another, had been painfully and personal¬ 
ly familiar with the symptoms and treat¬ 
ment of an affliction transmitted through 
intimate association with members of the 
oldest profession. This hardly qualified us 
to be medics, even instant ones, “but 
hell,” we told each other, “it’s better than 
nothing. At least we know where to stick 
in a needle.” 

And we knew how to stop the madden¬ 
ing itch caused by what the military 
euphemistically referred to as “infectious 
mites.” “Put on that old blue ointment,” 
we used to sing. I recall that a machinist 
mate once told me how to get rid of the 
crabs. We were drinking in the New Palais 
Cabaret, on Blood Alley, in prewar 
Shanghai. “Just rub on some alcohol and 
sand,” he said. “They’ll get drunk and 
stone each other to death.” 

“Very interesting,” an old con¬ 
stabulary surgeon said, dryly, during an 
interview in which we paraded our knowl¬ 


edge of carnal diseases. “But there won’t 
be much call for that sort of expertise 
here.” He was a small man, trim, even in 
knocked-about khaki. He had the lean 
face and deep-set eyes seen only in the 
priesthood and the military. An old timer, 
1 thought, a regular. The old surgeon 
manufactured a flinty smile. “But you’ll 
get plenty of on-the-job training,” he 
said. “Dismissed.” 

Hospital And Judas Tree 

The hospital — formerly officers’ 
quarters — consisted of four wooden huts 
with windows (no glass) and real hard¬ 
wood floors. There was a kitchen hut, and 
a bath house equipped with cold-water 
faucets and floored with gravel. The 
latrine was new and stood on a slope off 
by itself. It smelled of pine and fresh 
earth, and there was a stout sack of lime 
in one corner. Fifty yards above it, sil¬ 
houetted by an indifferent sky and an oc¬ 
casional ambling cloud, rose the tree. I 
paid no attention to it at the beginning. It 
was simply there — like our hunger. 

We became operational when the doc¬ 
tor arrived. He was a tall, quietly ir¬ 
reverent captain in his mid-30s, with the 
appearance of a man-about-town who 


had fallen on hard times and was gamely 
making the best of it. Faded, coarsely 
patched suntans hung from his bony 
frame with all the style and panache of a 
tent flap. His shoes were decrepit, pulpy 
wrecks with more holes than substance, 
and laced with twine. They hinted strong¬ 
ly at a previously carefree existence on 
fairway greens and 18th holes, The absurd 
GI sun helmet he wore was dented and 
frayed around the rim, but it was at a 
cocky, go-to-hell angle, and he jauntily 
waved a long, bamboo cigarette-holder 
when he spoke. His irreverence didn’t 
quite mask his concern for the patients. 
He fought to save lives as if he were wag¬ 
ing a holy war. He was a good man and we 
liked him. 

Medical Kit 

His complete medical kit, as I recall, 
consisted of a Listerine bottle half-full of 
opium powder, a messkit knife that 
doubled as a scalpel and two mangled rub¬ 
ber tubes with a fleck of chrome at one 
end which he identified as a stethescope. 
He owned a cast-iron skillet, a leaky can- 

Continued on page 75 


PRISONERS OF WAR 

It would be impossible to embellish 
or exaggerate the inhuman treatment 
of Allied prisoners of war who fell into 
the hands of the Japanese in WWII. 

After 14 weeks on the mountainous 
peninsula of Bataan, 

76,000 American and 
Filipino troops sur¬ 
rendered to the Jap¬ 
anese. It was the largest 
capitulation by a 
United States military 
command in history. 

One month later, 

13,000 defenders on 
Corregidor gave up 
their precarious island 
position at the entrance 
to Manila Bay. The fall 
of the Philippines was 
complete. 

Surrender began a 
nightmare that those 
who survived imprison¬ 
ment would try to 
forget for the rest of their lives. The 
captured Corregidor defenders were 
eventually shipped by train to a camp 
at Cabanatuan — a week-long trip dur¬ 
ing which the prisoners were given no 
food. 

The defenders of Bataan, however, 
suffered a worse fate. The Japanese 
had expected to deal with about 25,000 
healthy troops. When confronted with 
almost three times that number — 
many sick and starving — food and 
supplies ran short. The Japanese re¬ 
garded surrender as an unforgivable 



offense to dignity, and the prisoners 
suffered for it. 

During the 65-mile march north to 
Camp O’Donnell, over 7,000 prisoners 
were killed or left to die in their tracks 
from hunger, thirst and disease. Some 
350 Filipino troops 
were bayoneted and 
beheaded during the 
first part of the jour¬ 
ney. Japanese guards 
would force captives to 
bury their incapaci¬ 
tated comrades alive — 
men who watched 
helplessly as their own 
graves were dug. 

Once the emaciated 
army reached Camp 
O’Donnell, up to 400 
died daily from disease 
and starvation. By the 
end of two months’ 
captivity at Caban- 
tuan, over 2,000 Amer¬ 
icans had died. 

The Japanese maintained at least 17 
camps similar to Cabanatuan and 
O’Donnell in the Philippines. Others 
included Bilibid, Cabu, Canacao, 
Cebu, Davao, Ft. Mills, Palawan and 
Santo Tomas Internment Camp. 

Men went insane. Many remained 
mad, although others recovered their 
sanity. Most prisoners deteriorated, 
but a few seemed to thrive under the 
same conditions. It was not an example 
of what today’s college professors call 
applied psychology. It was humanity in 
the raw. —John Metzger 
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Brigade’s 


Wwllij Fully, 

The Original British Commando Sweater™ 
100% Pure New Wool 

Made in England Quality with rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. Men & Women’s sizes 32 
to 48. 

Available now for only $49.95 postpaid 

A great ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating, hunting, and all cold weather 
activities. Extra long body prevents “ride-up” 
Reinforcing patches over shoulders and 
elbows for nearly “everlasting” wear. Home 
washable. Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue Grey, Forest Green, Black and V-Necks 
in Sand & Peat Brown. 


OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 



SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, 
these boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features : 

Laced-to-loe 7” Boot * Black grain-out 
leather * Rolled cushion top * Ankle binder 
pads * Full gusset * Fully lined with glove 
leather * Goodyear welt construction * 
VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole * Square 
trimmed toe and grooved heel for 
conventional Ski Binding * Removable felt 
slip soles with an extra pair provided * Pull 
stud post hooks and eyelets for rapid lacing/ 
unlacing, all Black. 



COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 

in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 


Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organiza¬ 
tions. Sizes: Medium or Large or send 
head size. 


BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$3.95 
BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$3.95 



At last, a regulation ‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cut, 50/50 blend for 
comfort. Perfect match with Jungle 
Fatigues. Sizes S, M, L, & XL. 

Short Sleeve - $5.95 


Available in whole or half sizes from 7 
to 12. Regular or Wide. 

C-990, S.F. Boots - Special- $89.95 

“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identifica¬ 
tion Necklace. 2 Stainless steel plates 
and chains embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 
lines/tag. Great for medical info or 
identifying keys & luggage. 

TAG-145, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
TAG-159, Rubber Silencers/$ .75 

“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-Spec cotton web tapes with your 
information embroidered on one line. 
Choice of Black on OD, White on Blue, 
Black on White or Navy on OD. FoF 
uniforms & personal equipment, 4 tapes 
of same name (up to 14 letters) and color 
for only $4.25. 

NAM-140, Name Tapes/$4.25 


MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin Wool 
with Leather Sweat Band. Fully lined 
with stiffener for Flash. The absolute 
finest made, anywhere. Purchased in 
Canada. Choose from Special Forces 
Green (RG), Ranger Black (BL), 
Airborne Red (MR), Khaki/OD (KH). 
State hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$12.00 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 
DESIGN. Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop 
Camouflage. Looks sharp. Not 
regulation. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 
CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 

JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camouflage, Rip- 
stop Poplin. Latest issue. Genuine 
government contract goods. Sizes: XS, 
S, M, L and a few XL. Coat or Trousers. 

CAM-1, Camo Coat/Trouser/$20.00 ea. 




Money back guarantee. All items postpaid CONUS, Send check, Money Order or 
Charge to Visa or Master Charge. 


Brigade 


We accept phone orders charged to your Bankcard. 


Quartermasters, Ltd. 


Call Today! (404) 428-1234 


P.O. Box 476, Marietta, GA 30061 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 




BULLETIN 

BOARD 
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map. Write to Defense Mapping Agen¬ 
cy, Office of Distribution Services, 
Washington, DC 20315. Checks 
should be made out to the Treasurer 
of the United States. 


A nnual 

REUNION NOTES ... 

The 14th annual reunion of “Game- 
wardens of Vietnam Assn., Inc.” will 
be held in Norfolk, Va., Aug. 15. 

“Gamewardens” was formed in 
1968 and is composed of men who 
served in River Patrol Task Force 116, 
Operation Gamewarden, from 1966 to 
1971 in Vietnam’s Mekong Delta. It is 
incorporated as a non-profit, tax- 
exempt veterans’ organization. 

“Gamewardens” offers an annua! 
$250 scholarship to an eligible high- 
school senior planning to enter col¬ 
lege. Lifetime dues are $30 and yearly 
$3. The association erected a monu¬ 
ment in memory of the River Patrol 
Force at the Little Creek Naval Am¬ 
phibious Base near Norfolk last year 
and plans another for a West Coast 
location in 1982. 

For further information write: 
YNCS John C. Williams, USN, P.O. 
Box 5523, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. 

V N BOOK 

REPORT . . . 

Thomas W. Hebert, of Collinsville, 
Conn., has established a monthly 
publication he calls the Vietnam Book 
Report Newsletter. 

But it’s more than just a newsletter 
reporting on books of interest to Viet 
vets. The eight- to 16-page publication 
also contains a column on Viet vets in 
the news, movie reviews, notes on 
unit reunions, commentary and other 
items of interest to those who served 
in Vietnam. 

For further information write: Viet¬ 
nam Veterans, Newsletter/Bookiists/ 
Bookstore, P.O. Box 122, Collinsville, 
CT 06022. 
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PRESENTATION/ 

C0MPAC. GRIPS 
for Small Frame Revolvers. 

Improves accuracy... Fills your 
hand . , Absorbs recoil.,. Pro¬ 
vides "Grip Security" in any kind 
of weather or combat situaton. 
Models for S&W “J M frame. Colt 
"D" frame and all Charter Arms 
revolvers. Shaped tor Speed Load¬ 
ers. At your dealers or write us 


^1220 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE 


. LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90015 
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10 GREAT NEW TITLES! 




HARASSMENT 

Continued 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
Cornville, Arizona 86325 

Complete catalog listing hundreds of 
titles similar to those appearing in 
this ad — $1.00 (Catalog sent free 
with orders.) 

BROWN'S LAWSUIT COOKBOOK 
How To Sue — And WIN! 

By Michael H. Brown 

Practical advice for the individual 
who wishes to represent himself in 
civil court action, from filing the suit 
through possible appellate action. 

No. 367 . $8.95 



HARASSMENT CONTINUED 
The Poor Man’s Justice 
By Victor Santoro 

The Master of Malicious Mayhem re¬ 
turns with new ways to wreak venge¬ 
ance on those who are insulated from 
justice. No legal or moral assessment 
is made and the reader is cautioned 
that this book is intended for enter¬ 
tainment reading only. 

No. 215. $5.95 


BROWN'S LAWSUIT 
COOKBOOK 

How To Sue ~ And WIN! 



CAN YOU SURVIVE? 

Guidelines For Resistance To 
Tyranny For You And 
Your Family 
By Robert B. DePugh 
A detailed overview of Pro¬ 
longed Survival — Political, 
Economic, “Police Action”. 
A man who has “been & 
done” explodes some popular 
i4 head for the hills” myths & 
offers many practical survival 
solutions. No. 442 . . . $6.95 


CAN you 

survive} 
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WE NEVES WENT 
TO THE MOON 



Th* Cor»»UCU£^ Of 

SECRET „ 

Htmc 

il PLACES 


ML MX 



WE NEVER WENT TO THE MOON 
By Bill Kaysing 

Did America really put a man on the 
moon, or was it a $30 BILLION 
swindle? Read the author's startling 
evidence, then decide for yourself. 
No. 388 .. . $6.95 


SHOOTOUT II 
BY Tony Lesce 

More techniques of modern gunfight¬ 
ing with handgun, rifle or shotgun. 
Profusely illustrated with plenty of 
photos of how to or how not to go 
into a gunfight. No. 447 . . . $7.95 


SECRET HIDING PLACES 
By Charles Robinson 
A guide to constructing secret hiding 
places for your valuables, even secret 
rooms! Simple construction methods 
that anyone can follow. 

No. 436 ...$4.95 


F.N. F.A.L. AUTO RIFLES 

Operation and maintenance manual for the Free World's 
greatest assault rifle. Loaded with large, clear photos. 
No. 133 ...$6.95 

VIGILANTE HANDBOOK 
By Victor Santoro 

For The First Time Ever — A Vigilante's How-To-Book. 
Plus — an analysis of modern vigilantes, methods of 
operation, and reasons for stepping beyond the law to 
bring criminals to justice. 

No. 445 .$6.95 

FULL AUTO AR-15 CONVERSION MANUAL 

Step by step instructions for converting this popular 
rifle to Full Auto Fire. Auto-Sears explained and 

several brands reviewed. Many photos & drawings. 

No. 061 .$4.95 

COLD WEATHER SURVIVAL 

Originally published as a military field manual, this 
book is a storehouse of information on keeping warm, 
finding food and improvising shelter, protecting 

equipment, navigation, etc. 

No. 432 .$4.95 
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AZ Add 4% State Sales Tax 




MMMMMlHMMMlMiMMMMMMMMMMlBMlIilMDia: 



If you wish to add this purchase to your: 
-MASTER CHARGE, VISA or BANKAMERICARD- 
Include card number, expiration date and signature on 
separate paper and mail in with order. (If Master Charge 
also include the 4 digit number below your name.) 
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BIANCHI’S NEW 


... Knife sheath 1 «| 
specially designed 
pouch on front contains 1 
medium grit sharpening" 

^ stone. Wide belt 
loop. Snap down 
safety strap. 


THE ULTIMATE 
SURVIVAL KNIFE! 

Developed for rough use 
in the field - hunting, 
hiking and backpacking. 


Quality that comes 
only from Bianchi! 
Check these features! 

Hammer forged 6" 
long Stainless Steel blade 
with high chromium con¬ 
tent • 3/16" thick blade 
with 20 saw teeth • 10-1/2" 
overall knife length • Solid brass 
hilt shaped for optimum thumb 
support • Built-in water tight compart¬ 
ment holds matches, etc. • Precision 
made by German craftsmen giving you life 
time satisfaction • Each knife is individually 
serial numbered. $85.00 ea. plus 10% 
postage and handling. Ca. res. add 6% tax. 


Send $1.00 
FOR NEW 1981 




color catalog 


100 Calle Cortez, Dept. SOF781, Temecula, CA 92390 
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YEARN MG 

Continued from page 45 
he’ll ship the weapon to your dealer. At 
this point, the procedure for transferring 
the weapon to you is the same as if he had 
it in stock originally. 

When you take delivery of your ma¬ 
chine gun, it’ll be up to you to stay legal 
with it. You must receive federal approval 
(NFA Branch) before transporting it 
across state lines (ATF-Form 7560.8); 
temporarily transferring tax-free to a FFL 
dealer (gunsmith, and not necessarily a 
Class III) for repair if you do not remain 
with the machine gun (ATF-Form 5); 
keeping the weapon under your control at 
all times (storage, no loaning to friends 
etc.); and you should notify NFA of any 
address changes. You’ll be responsible for 
complying with all the laws, rules and 
regulations of each locality where you 
might wish to carry your gun. It’s your 
job to find out — in advance — what 
these laws are. The judge won’t take “I 
didn’t know it was against the law....” 
as an excuse. 

If your application has been properly 
completed, if your fingerprints are accep¬ 
table and if there is nothing in your 
background to prevent you from legally 
owning a machine gun, your application 
will — most likely — be approved. You 
can expect to wait about six weeks after 
your dealer submits your application be¬ 
fore you receive word. 

What to do with all that time while your 
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DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 
DUNKIRK, MARYLAND U.S.A. 20754 

Phone (301) 741-5216 
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Mastercard • Visa • Personal Checks 
Allow 4 Weeks for Delivery 

MONEY ORDERS SHIPPED AT ONCE 

SHIPPING PREPAID FOR U.S., APO/FPO 
and CANADA 

OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 20% 


FOR A LARGER SELECTION SEND $1.00 
FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 


WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 


T-SHIRTS 

Colors Available 
White, Blue, Tan, 
Gold, Green, Scarlet 


RING-NECK 

7.95 T-SHIRTS 8.50 

Style Body Color/Trim 

1. Lt. Green - Drk. Green 

2. White - Drk. Green 

3. White - Blue 

4. Lt. Blue - Drk. Blue 

5. Gray Black 


SWEATSHIRTS 

Colors Available 
White, Blue, Green, 
Gold, Gray, Scarlet 
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Specify Shirt Type • Color 

T. U.S, Special Forces 

2. U.S.M.C. 

3. British Commando 

4. Ui.S. Master Airborne Wings 

5. U.S. Senior Airborne Wings 

6. U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 
7 U.S. 101st Airborne 

8. U.S. 82nd Airborne 

9. U.S.M.C. Recon Wings 

10. Rhodesian Airborne Wings 

11. U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. 

12. Rhodesian Security Force 

13. British Special Air Service 

14. French Foreign Legion 

15. French Commando 


• Style • Insignia No. 

16. British Parachute Regt. 

17. British Royole Marines 

18. Waffen SS Runes 

19. SS Deaths Head 

20. Scottish-Blackwatch 

21. Viet Nom—Airborne Wings 

22. U.S.M.C. Drill Instructor 

23. 5th Speciol Forces Group 

24. 101st Air Assoult 

25. Explosive Ordinance Disposal 

26. U,S. Army Ranger 

27. Special Forces Spec. Oper. 

29. Rhodesian Selous Scouts 

30. Special Forces—Mike Force 

31. Devils H-iy-Jdi.- Airborne 


• Sizes: Men’s S, M, L, XL 

32. 10th Special Forces Group 

33. Luftwaffe Eagle 

34. Rhodesion African Rifles 

35. Lovat Scouts—Scottish 
37, Royal Scots Greys—Scottish 

39. Irish Guards—British 

40. Follschirm-Jager -Germany 

42. 1st Cav,—Airmobile 

43. Wild Geese—Airborne 

44. Royal Scots Fusi|iers 

123. U.S.M.C. Rifle Teom 

124. U.S.M.C. Scout Sniper 

125. U.S.M.C. Served My Time in Hell 

132. Militory Police 

133. Weapons Instructor 


AWARD CERTIFICATES: 8x11 in Color • Space lor Name/Rank/Dates 


C-l U.S.M.C.— Force Recon C-16 U.S. 

C-2 U.S. Special Forces C-17 U.S. 

C*3 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. C-18 U.S, 

C-4 U.S. Airborne — Master C-19 U.S, 

C-5 U.S. Army Ranger C-20 U.S, 

C-6 Special Forces —Jungle Expert C-21 U.S 

C*7 Special Forces —Guerrilla Warfare C-22 U.S 

C*8 Special Forces— Weapons Expert C-23 U.S 

C-9 Rhodesian Security Force C-24 U.S. 

C-10 U.S.M.C. — Weap. Expert C-25 U.S 

C-ll U.S. Airborne — Senior C-26 U.S 

C-l2 Special Forces —Demolition Expert C*27 U.S 

C-13 Rhodesian —Parachute Regt. C-28 U.S 

C-14 U.S. Nwy S.E.A.L.-Weap. Expert C-29 U.S 

C-15 5th Special Forces Group C-30 U.S 


8.00 ., 3/15 


00 


to 
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M.C. —Rifle Expert £ ' 

M.C. —Pistol Expert 
Army — N.A.L.O. 

Army —Rifle Expert 
Army —Pistol Expert 
. Army —Auto. Weopons Expert 
M.C. —Auto. Weapons Expert 
, Navy S.E.A.L. — Demo. Expert , 

Army Ranger —Mt. Warfare Expert 
Army Ranger —Jungle Warfare Expert 
Army —Long Range Recon Platoon 
Army —Airborne Path Finder 
Army — Hand to Hand Combat Instructor 
Army— Heavy Weapons Expert 
M.C. — Heavy Waopaiis Expert 
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application is being processed? I would 
suggest buying a lot of ammo and learning 
how to reload. 


JUDAS TREE 

Continued from page 71 


vas bucket and a copy of God's Little 
Acre with the middle torn out. Later, he 
told me that he found the pages from that 
book far superior for rolling cigarettes 
than those from the New Testament , a 
copy of which we had all been given when 
the war began. 

I didn’t smoke the New Testament , 
myself. Although I wasn’t particularly 
religious, I believed fervently in hedging 
all bets at that stage of my life. So I con¬ 
tinued to roll my cigarettes with Japanese- 
issue toilet paper or, in a pinch, smoked 
the horrid, green-tipped cardboard tubes 
that our captors pressed on us. We called 
them “Green-Deaths.” “A Purple Heart 
with every drag,” a Marine gunney 
wheezed. 

Patients began to arrive on crude, 
makeshift litters. They were hairy men 
mostly, all in rags — many of whom 
shook violently — whose eyes, dulled by 
fever, pleaded mutely for the quinine we 
didn’t have. We could do nothing but 
cool their shaggy heads with water, needle 
them into eating their lugao (rice gruel) 
and watch them die. 

And they died, quietly, in droves, on 
the bare wooden floors of the snug little 
huts,. Then we would carry them outside 
to a common site and cover them with 
their shelter-halves, tucking the edges 
securely beneath them, according them in 
death the dignity they had not known in 
their last earthly days. Ironically, several 
litter bearers joined them when they col¬ 
lapsed and died after transporting pa¬ 
tients. In one instance, a bearer died and 
the patient recovered. 

Those with dysentery lay in their own 
shit, and they jerked and twisted as sear¬ 
ing cramps tore through their bellies. The 
opium powder was a godsend — it reliev¬ 
ed cramps — but it lasted for only a few 
days. With no medicine, we worked even 
harder to make the patients as comfor- 
Continued on page 78 



DEATHS HEAD 

WQt ONE LB. SOLID BRASS 

34in. BIRCH CANE 

Waliuit or Ebony Finsh ]_ V 

$ 39.95 aja 

ptus5i00poslage and handling 

HEAVY DUTY a 

ORIGINAL DESIGN , For the Man 

CREATIVE HORIZONS i-i taSftLt 
NLHK U6 

PAMVILLE, MD. 21234 ; t 

MI-882-5664 ; ' U* 


Send for our FREE 
Catalog of Gunsmith Tools 
and Mounts 


l-SQUARE COMPANY Dept SF7 
I BOX 11281 * FT WORTH. TX. 76109 


VIETNAM-CLASS OF ‘67 

©HBO COLl 



VIETNAM VETERANS 

Order your |BUMPERSTICHERl and tell ‘em you «n there! Only S2.00. ppd 
✓Please be sure to include the year of duty you sened in ‘Nam. 

♦COLE, Box 663, Olathe, Kansas 6606l- A 


SUPPORT SOF ADVERTISERS 5? 


tA At CROWN 
O CITY 
& ARMS 


The Oldest and Largest .45 Auto Accessory Specialists 
with the Widest Selectioriat the Lowest Prices! 


P.O. Box 1126, Dept. SOF 
Cortland, N.Y. 13045 


24 Hr. "Live Order Phone": 607/753-0194 

TWX: 


Colt Ambidexterous Safety 

List $46.29 Special $32.50 

Extended Ambidexterous Safety 

List $52.50 Special $37.50 


Commander Hammer 
List $14,40 
Special $11.50 




AUTHORIZED 

Parts Distributor & Warranty Station 



Colt Checkered Colt Accurized Barrel & Bushing Kit 

Mainspring Housing MK IV, Gold Cup, 9mm or .38 Super 

List $23.94 Special $16,95 List $51.38 


Famous Colt-Elliason Rear Sight 
Assembly 

Special $45.95 List $39.30 Special $31.50 


Colt Government .45 Barrel 

List $40.25 Special $28.95 

Colt Commander Barrel 
.45 List $40.85 Special $28.95 

9mm List $45.50 Special $36.50 

.38 Super List $45.55 Special $36.50 


Authorized Distributor of Complete Colt Line — 20% Off List! 


Colt Premium Grips 

Birdseye Maple w/Medallion 

9mm Blue 

List $20.20 

List $14 95 

Special $8.50 

.38 Super 

Colt Magazines 
.45 Blue 

List $16.70 

Special $13.50 

List $18.20 
.22 Conversion 
List $32.30 
AR-15 |5-rds| 

.45 Nickel 

List $18.20 

Special $14.50 

List $13.50 
AR-15 [20-rdai 

le - 20% Off List! 


List $14 00 


Special $16,25 
Special $14.50 
Special $25.75 
Special $10.95 
Special $11.25 




T> 



•J 
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Crown Deluxe Magazine with Removable 
Floor Plate (either steel or stainless! 

List $17.50 Special $11.75 

Crown Stainless Magazine with convex 
follower 

List $12.00 Special $8.50 

Crown Competitive Magazine Base Pad 

List $1.99 Special $1.50 

Crown Exiended Magazine Catch 

List $27.50 Special $18.95 



Rogers Shock Buff 

List $2 50 Special $1 50ea. 

Rogers F-Z Loader 

List $7.50 Special $5.95 

Crown Recoil Buffer 
(GM or Commander) 

List $14.95 Special S10.95 


Factory 

Outlet 


^J 




Bingham Battle Combat Pistol Sights 
List $15.00 Special $9.S 


Crown Extended Safety 

List $19 95 Special $12.95 

Stainless List $24 95 Special $14.95 


Crown Extended Slide Stop 

List $19.95 Special $12.95 

Stainless List S24.95 Special $14.95 


Crown Long Adjustable Trigger 
List $9.95 Special $6.95 


Crown Muzzle Brake 

List $24.95 Special $18.50 



Crown Recoil Spring Guide Assembly 
List $24.95 Special $19.95 

Crown City Patch — Original! Colorful! 
Special $1.25 


moyt .1 


Authorized Distributor 


GM 45 Combat Grips 
GM 45 Combat Grips 
w/ Colt Medallion 
Mainspring Housing 
(Specify flat or arched) 
S & W“K" Frame Grips 
Colt "I" Frame Grips 
Ruger Sec. Six, 

Service Six, etc. Grips 
Convex SS Follower 


List 

Special 

17.50 

12.50 

21.00 

14.95 

9.75 

6.95 

12.75 

8.95 

12.75 

8.95 

12.75 

8.95 

2.50 

1.95 


Pachmayr Line — 25% Off 


Authorized Distributor of Complete 
List! 




Crown Square Trigger 
Guard Shoe 

> List $19 95 Special $14.95 

Wolff Extra Power Recoil Spring (GM or 
Commander 

List $5.00 Special $4.00 

Millett MK I Fixed Sights 
List $27 95 

Millett Adjustable Sight (no machining to 
slide) 

List $56.95 

Hallock’s .45 A utu Handbook (The bait 

.45 Book — A Muit! 1 

List $11.95 Special $8 95 



TO ORDER: Send Money Order or Cashier's Check only, or complete MC/VISA information. Company 
and personal checks clear. Add shipping: $1.75 for first item, 50 cents for each additional, $3.50 maximum. 
Alaska/Hawaii double shipping amounts. NY State residents add 7% Sales Tax. FFL required for frame and 
gun orders. Prices .are subject to change without notice. Prices in effect at time of shipping prevail. 

Send SASE and $1.00 for current literature, price lists, order form and Personal Discount Label. 
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MICRO TAPE RECORDER 


JK 


Ultra-small, 4.75" x 2.125" x .625", yet capable of three hour-per-side 
recording time. Exceptional fidelity. Best for its size. Very simple to 
operate. Record volume is automatically level controlled. Will pick-up a 
whisper. Excellent choice for conversations, interviews, conferences, or 
notes. Supplied with playback headphone, tape, and batteries. Available 
with self-contained VOX. 


PORTABLE TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 




This handy speech frequency inverter has been designed to use with 
all types of telephones. It will allow private communications between a pair 
or more of users. No wiring, nothing to plug in. Powered by simple 9VDC 
battery. Portable, take it anywhere, 11" x 3.5" x 4.5". Twenty-five separate 
codes are switch-selectable for added security. 


yv. 






TRANSMITTOR/RECORDER DETECTOR 


Compact and lightweight. A full range of detectors are available to 
alert the presence of concealed radio transmitters or tape recorders. 
Pictured, the POCKET XMTR/RECORDER DETECTOR. Smaller thaaa 
cigarette pack. This detector offers exceptional sensitivity and features a 
vibrator type silent alert. Rechargeable battery, discrete antenna probe 
and comprehensive instructions supplied. 




MARK II VOICE ANALYZER 




The Mark II Voice Stress Analyzer electronically processes speech 
from any source: live, recorded or telephoned. The voice is electronically 
analyzed, and a numerical value, representing the emotional stress level, 
is instantaneously displayed and/or recorded on a paper graph. The 
Mark II features a real-time conversation analyzer, helpful when 
processing interviews and negotiations. 110/220VAC, 50/60HZ, 
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SPECTRUM ANALYZER 


When threat of bugging must be neutralized, and when the enemy 
possesses a certain sophistication, a portable spectrum analyzer is most 
useful. With a frequency range of 4-1000MHZ, and AM/FM demodulator- 
audio amplifier, you can identify, even locate the source of, RF trans¬ 
missions present. Supplied in a rugged carrying case, with antenna, 
rechargeable battery and comprehensive instructions. 


WATER-JEL FIRE BLANKET 




The most effective fire protection device ever devised. Fire escape, 
fire entry, extinguishing, proximity, and pre-medical first aid burn 
treatment. Not the run-of-the-mill fire blanket. Will withstand flame and 
temperatures in excess of 2700F. F.D.A. accepted. Being adopted world¬ 
wide. Available in two sizes: large, with 5‘ x 8’ blanket; orsmall, with 2.5" x 3’ 
blanket. Easy to store and deploy. Water Jel provides multi-purpose, 
.fire life-safety functions. 



r SCIENCE OF ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 

This book is a complete state-of-the-art review 
of all known audio surveillance techniques. 


r METAL DETECTOR 

Portable, sensitive, in use around the world. 
All-purpose, handheld. Ideal for body searches. 



A 


i 


HAND SHOCKER 

Excellent for personal defense, this pocket-) 
sized unit produces a non lethal shock 




REARSCOPE 

Top quality eyeglasses, with concealed, adjust 
able mirrors, permit you to see behind yourself 


5 

ist-1 
el \\ 


*A complete catalog of TECHNICAL SECURITY 
refundable with future purchase. 


Dealer inquiries invited 



hardware is available for ten dollars per copy, 


Most items shipped from stock 




LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

HOLMES STREET • BOX 128 • BELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07109 PHONE 201/751-0001 • TLX 642073 • LEABLVL • CABLE: LtAj 



Continued from page 6 

or the ridiculous Japanese Nambu 94. 

In an army that sets little or no store 
by small arms of any sort , a type change 
for the worse is embarrassing , but hardly 
significant. As the French general put it, 
"The situation is desperate but 
not serious. ” 

We have had several gold-plated 
fighter pilots here at Gunsite who , 
sensibly from their standpoint , sought 
the best available pistol training in order 
to possibly survive a bailout. The Air 
Force gave them none at all, so it is 
obviously immaterial whether or not the 
U.S. pistol is good , mediocre or poor. 

Personally I rather favor the Victorian 
policy of letting an officer procure, 
maintain and train with the pistol of his 
choice. It saves a bit of the taxpayers ' 
money and it tends to promote superior 
ordnance. At least those men who know 
will carry the best available sidearm, and 
those who don *t will be no worse off 
than with an issue weapon. 

When you ask what you may do to 
abort the error contemplated by the 
DOD, I suggest propaganda 
concentrating on thrift. It will cost a 
great deal of money to make the change , 
and at this point we are collectively 
dedicated to saving money and 
eliminating waste. It is quite true that 
the pistol we have is infinitely better 
than the one proposed as its replacement 
— witness the last World Practical Pistol 
Championships — but we should not try 
to enlighten those who have already 
proved that they do not understand 
pistolcraft. 

Let us preach ECONOMY. Shout , 
"Don’t waste our money on unnecessary 
busy work! There are more important 
ways to spend it. 99 The bureaucrats will 
only resent you if you tell them that they 
are stupid , but they just may listen if 
you suggest a way in which they may 
appear wise and thrifty. Especially just 
now. Go forth and preach! I will help. 

P aratroopers 

OF THE NORTH ... 

Sirs: 

At last a way to fight the cancerous 
Soviet threat! The Afghan Freedom 
Fighters’ Fund has given us the oppor¬ 
tunity to — at least indirectly — support 
the fight against the Soviet goal of world 
domination. This $63 contribution is our 
way of saying we disapprove of the 
“look-the-other-way” policy that the 
bungling political higher-ups have 
adopted in this country. Besides, it’s 
nice to see somebody putting a boot in 
the ass of Mother Russia! Keep up the 
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good coverage of today’s really 
important news. 

Sincerely, 

Paratroopers of the North: 

Robert Brown, Craig Boully, Ken 
Wodecker, Fred Lovelace, 

Scott Reddick, Jim Richardson, 
Rick McFarland, Morris Kelley, 
Ken Noel, Mike Skibyak, Paul 
Kempf, D.R. Klein, Ron Cook, 
Andy Anderson 


P OWs 

IN ANGOLA ... 

Sirs: 

I have been an avid reader of and 
subscriber to SOF since the first issue. 
Going through some past issues, I came 
across your coverage of the Angolan 
civil war of 1976. An ill-equipped force 
of around 100 British mercenaries and a 
few Americans were hastily recruited and 
met disaster. A number were killed, 
wounded or captured, and some were 
executed by their psychotic commander. 
Of those captured, three Brits and one 
American — Daniel Gearhart — were 
executed by the newly formed 
communist government. The others were 
given long prison sentences, including 
two Americans — Gus Grillo 
and Gary Acker. 

Are these men still languishing in 
prison and, if so, has any attempt been 
made to free them? Can anything be 
done to help? The newly elected Reagan 
administration is going to investigate 
reports that many American POWs are 
still held prisoner from the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars. What about our POWs 
in Angola? 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey K. Myers 
Whiting, Indiana 
Gary Acker’s family with their 
attorney have been working to obtain 
their son *s release for five years . 
Congressman Robert K. Dornan 
(R-Calif) has been active in trying to 
obtain Acker’s release . Dornan is now 
on the House Foreign Relations 
subcommittee , 

If anyone has any information 
regarding government involvement with 
recruiting or transporting the Americans 
to Angola f he may contact the editors at 
SOF and we will relay this information 
to a family representative. The State 
Department still maintains that the 
men went over to Angola “on their 
own , ” and refuses to try to get 
them out. — The Eds. 

* 


-NPS 


BOX 8f> LOVELAND CO 60537 DEPT 510 


NEED A NEW IDENTITY? 

LAMINATED PHOTO I.D. 

National authorized tor each state. 
Official in color & quality. 

. + Send $7.00 (2 tor $12.00) cash or 

PllOtO M.O. Sex. wtheight, color of hair & 

I ff eyes, birthdate, small photo, address. 

**** SEND H 00 FOR COLOR TQL&Eff ON l D S 



NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 



Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from 1 V* * to 1” at 
connecting end. 12” lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14” gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 


OCTAGON Chain Style 

NO. 114- 14 IN.. 15 OZ., Black 
NO. 115 - 12 IN . 14 OZ.. Black 


NO. 102 - 14 IN.. 17 OZ.. Rosewood 
NO. 103 -12 IN.. 16 OZ . Rosewood 


Each 

$8.95 

$11.95 



ROUND Chain Style 


Each 



NO. 1 20 - 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 113 - 12 IN.. 14 OZ., Black 


$8.95 



OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 


$ 3.25 $ 1.50 

No. 226 NO. 200 


80$ NO. 106 - 14 IN . 12 OZ.. No finish 

NO. 201 NO. 107 - 12 IN.. 11 OZ- No finish 


$4.95 


Martial arts throwing knife. 
Throw like dart. 200 is 4” 
& 201 is 2-5/8” Both are 
1/16” thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8” 
thick, 314” & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 



Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAl No. 9090 - $7.95 
By Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train¬ 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo Tech¬ 
nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
Signature appears on card PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held lor clearance 


SENO YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN’S SPORTS 

Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under S10— 75C 

S10 to S20-SI.00 

Over $20-$1.50 



Top to bottom: 


AJI t grenades are completely deactivated 
and ■ i" iirKkCG only 

M r WWII German Potato 



Masher $8.95 
Vietnam Dummy Buiie^y 
Bomb—8DU28/0 59.95 
Communist Grenade— 


serrated body $14.95 
Communist Grenade- 
smooth body $14.95 
TO ORDER: 

Send amount plus $2.50 
for shipping to: 


Ray’s Surplus. 

17620 26 Mile Road 
ItashimUm, Ml 48094 



KINGSBERY STEEL GUN SAFES 

America’s Leading Mfgr. of Gun & Home Safes 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-531-7153 

Direct 
from 

Factory to 
Customer. 
Shown 
with 30 
guns and 
pistol 
board 
for 30 
pistols. 
Weight 
520 lbs. 

collector s safe Price 

Other Sizes Available $660 to $895 
Call Toil Free or write for Brochure 
Texas Residents Call 512-374-3473 
KINGSBERY MFG. CORP. 

Crystal City. Texas 78839 
Dun & Bradstreet No. 00812-9769 


Learn POLICE SCIENCES 
& LAW ENFORCEMENT 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 
and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you. send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
flmen in resident police academies. 

Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
Do it... Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

I Everything explained in easy-to-understand lan¬ 
guage. complete with drawings, diagrams, charts 
and photos. You receive materials and instru¬ 
ments you need to actually learn by doing 
as you follow simple inslructions. You’ll 
learn everything from patrol procedures, 
criminal investigation techniques — finger¬ 
prints, photography, gathering evidence 
— to traffic control, accident investiga¬ 
tion, crowd control and making arrests. 


COURSE INCLUDES 3 BIG KITS 


CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHY You receive 
camera, film flash bulbs, batteries. 
FINGERPRINTING FIELD KIT Includes pow- 
m der. brushes, fingerprint strips. 



T 


n 


sensitizing pad to lift latent 
fingerprints. 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION KIT 

Includes sampling pipette, col¬ 
lection bottles and bags, slides 
gt and training microscope. 

Plus Traffic investigation Field Kit, Drug 
Enforcement Fact Book, illustrated 
Policemen’s Glossary. 

Mail Coupon Today for FREE FACTS 

^Police Sciences Institute, Dept. RS071 
I 4401 Birch Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
I Please rush free facts that tell how I can learn 
J Police Sciences at home for only a few dollars 
| a month. No obligation, no salesman will call. 


NAM*- 


CJTY_ 


.STATE_ 
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WALK IN SAFETY-DAY OR NIGHT 

PROTECT YOURSELF WITH THIS 
LIGHT ELECTRIC 




Safe, reliable and effective against 
attack by man or animal; just push 
button on handle and circuit con¬ 
verts tiny current (supplied by 
standard flashlight batteries) into 
safe but HUGE voltage—a full 4000 
volts! Ideal for shop or tavern 
owners, waitresses, anyone need¬ 
ing protection. Holsters are top 
grain cowhide, saddle and harness 
leather, stitched. 


is rechargeable. Made to mil¬ 
itary specifications. The most 
powerful made, entirely safe to 
user. Recharge on household 
current like Norelco shaver 
Fully transistorized sealed con¬ 
struction. 14" long. 


© 1981 


ORDER BY MAIL 
SAFE TO USER 


FREEMAN ELECTRIC CO. 

20 Cook Bldg , Freeman, Missouri 64746 


12-inch Shock-Rod $17.00 ( ) 
Holster tor 12" @ $ 5.00 ( ) 

22-inch Shock-Rod $19.00 ( ) 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 


Holster for 22" @ $ 6.00 

Rattlesnake Prod @$80.00 ( ) 
Holster @ $ 5.00 ( ) 
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table as possible. It was difficult, 
however, as they had only their shelter- 
halves between them and the floor. Still, 
we washed dozens of fetid haunches, 
scrubbed floors, carried rations, filled 
canteens and, most important, I think, 
stayed with those who were going to die. 

But for every dying man we tended, 
there were three or four outside the huts, 
unattended. They had retained their mo¬ 
bility — dying on their feet — and some 
fell dead on the blood-flecked paths that 
led to the latrine, now unspeakably liques¬ 
cent. Others, half-demented by pain, reel¬ 
ed endlessly around the compound, halt¬ 
ing only to sink to the ground, and then, 
after a moment, literally clawed them¬ 
selves to their feet, only to drop in another 
place. They were seeking, you see, that 
blessed plot where pain was endurable and 
where hope could then replace despair. 
But death found them instead. 

Inevitably, the dead soon outnumbered 
the living. Some perished because they 
could not endure the daily uncertainty of 
Japanese captivity, never conducive to 
longevity. Death in diverse forms — all 
unsavory — waited hungrily, while libera¬ 
tion in those early days was little more 
than a faint abstraction on the far horizon 
and, as such, too nebulous to sustain 
them. Chance, that blindly fickle equa¬ 
tion, played the ultimate role, a factor 


the quest for excellence begins in July at the . . . 
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MILITARY ACADEMY 

summer ccartip 

A few boys will begin a summer adventure this July which may be 
their road to a new outlook, a new direction, a new career-building 

cornerstone. A growing number of Summer Camp Cadets continue 
their enthusiasm for our Academy by becoming full-time students 
in September. 

With a Marine Corps atmosphere of training and discipline, we 
don’t weave any baskets - - we knit a fabric of fine young men. 

The camp is designed for boys 13 to 17 years old. 

Write or call our Admissions Office for 
a brochure and detailed information. 

FIRST SESSION JULY 5 thru 18 / 

SECOND SESSION JULY 19 thru AUGUST 1. 

346 Iwo Jima BIvd./HARLINGEN, TEXAS 78550/(512) 423-6006 



that their tidy, logical minds would not 
accept. So they willed themselves to die. 

Craftily, without our knowledge, they 
traded their rations for tobacco, and by 
that mundane act committed themselves 
to eternity. After a few days they disap¬ 
peared, and we sought them out. And we 
found them: under the huts, behind the 
kitchen and coiled grotesquely beneath 
the bathhouse tubs, each wasted body a 
mute affidavit to hopelessness and pain. 

The long rains began: intermittently at 
first, and then, gathering strength, chang¬ 
ing into a steady, monotonous downpour 
which made all living things seek shelter. 
The sun was obscured for days on end 
and, on the rare occasions when the rain 
lifted — to catch its breath, I always 
thought — a gray, purgatorial fog settled 
over the area like a soiled shroud. A pa¬ 
tient would catch a chill and then 
pneumonia would claim him. Men began 
to die from a particularly virulent type of 
diphtheria. A medic died, and then an¬ 
other, and once I found the Doc alone, 
behind the bathhouse, weeping and kick¬ 
ing savagely at the ground. 

One blustery night, two of us stayed 
awake and, by the light of a pilfered can¬ 
dle, kicked and flailed at rats which had 
chewed through the floor of the hut and 
were circling the inert forms of delirious 
men. 

“Oh, you bastards!” we panted, 
stomping wildly. “Can’t you wait? You’ll 
chow down soon enough.” The rats scat¬ 
tered, squeaking crossly, chiding us for 
disrupting their feral rites. They challeng¬ 
ed us throughout the long night, but we 
stayed on our toes (literally), and nothing 
happened. 

When dawn finally came, the rain stop¬ 
ped briefly, the rats vanished to wherever 
rats vanish to and we left the hut trembl¬ 
ing with exquisite relief. Candlelight does 
have a way of distorting shadows. Several 
nights later, while I slept, a rat gnawed 
one of my toenails to the quick. It also ate 
the damned candle. 

We were still subsisting on meager 
sludges of lugao three times a day, and 
hunger had affected our posture and gait: 
when we stood, we stQoped over; and 
when we walked, it was slowly and jerkily 
— like mechanical toys whose parts were 
winding down. 

I remember a guy on a truck-driving de¬ 
tail who was willing to part with a can of 
sardines for five Japanese “Mickey 
Mouse” (occupation) pesos, an enormous 
sum in those days. Doc whistled when he 
heard the cost. “If I ever pay that much 
for a can of fish,” he said, “I’d want to 
fuck it first.” Obscenity was not Doc’s 
bag, and his sexual proclivities did not in¬ 
clude dead fish, but malnutrition was 
tampering with our thought processes, 
and speech had become coarse and un¬ 
tidy. 

Doc bought the sardines, however, and 
everyone but me had a taste. I had infec¬ 
tious hepatitis and food, even sardines, 
was anathema to my addled stomach. 
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Men continued to die in wholesale lots 
at Cabanatuan. Their diseases were varied 
and exotic and would have astounded a 
pathologist and then driven him, mutter¬ 
ing, to the bottle. The primary catalysts 
were, of course, starvation and its old al¬ 
ly, exhaustion. The stench of death hung 
heavily over the compound, turning our 
stomachs — one never gets used to it — 
and Doc exclaimed grumpily, “If the 
world ever needs an enema, this would be 
an ideal place to insert the tube.” 

There was an unforgettable chaplain, 
pocked with ulcers and twitchy with fever, 
who visited the hospital from Camp 1, de¬ 
claring before he left that he wanted to 
meet Colonel Mori’s parents. When asked 
why, he replied, tightly, “I’d like to marry 
them.” 


One Sunday morning I stood in the 
doorway of a hut and stared dully out 
across the compound. The burial details 
were behind in their work, and an uneven 
row of dead lay half-submerged in muddy 
pools. They looked diminished and very 
defenseless against the rain, which beat on 
them with galactic fury, as if nature itself 
was determined to erase all signs of an¬ 
guish from their pinched blue faces. 

“Pity,” Sir Francis Bacon once wrote, 
“is the tenderest of affections.” But 
whatever it was that touched me, it made 
me want to go to them from the shelter of 
the hut and ease those contorted features 
and stiffened limbs — as if to prove by 
gestures how very sorry I was. But I didn’t 
move. 

POWs abhor rain, and I would have 
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Super Powerful Wireless MiC $18.95 

10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to 
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THE PARALYZER STOPS 


Muggers, Molesters 
and Rapists ... 


YOU CANNOT PURCHASE A SAFER 
STRONGER, MORE EFFECTIVE TEAR 
GAS OR CHEMICAL DEVICE. 



The “PARALYZER' has 
been editorialized on 
NBC. CBS and ABC 
television in national 
newspapers and maga¬ 
zines. as a precision 
protective instrument 
that will instantly stop 
even a 300 lb man up to 
twenty minutes No 
permanent injury to 
assailant Has twice 
the strength of competitive 
devices, will not clog 
Fits in pocket or purse 
Guaranteed 5 years 
Fires 50, one-second 
blasts up to a distance 
of 8 feet 

GET YOUR "PARALYZER" 
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Our SPECIAL OFFER 
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shipping 
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360* FN. FAL Tvp* Front Swivel. 
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HAND FREE 
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Continued from page 72 

B atf guns 

BURGLED .. 

The National Rifle Assn.’s Reports 
From Washington informs its readers 
that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms museum in Washington 
was robbed of five guns during a 
daylight burglary. 

The five weapons — three pen 
guns, a derringer and a Mauser ma¬ 
chine pistol — were put on public 
display only a few hours before the 
burglary. A federal security officer 
assigned to the area was away from 
his post when thieves broke open a 
glass display case and scooped up 
the guns. 

A BATF spokesman said all of the 
firearms had been rendered inopera¬ 
ble prior to being put on display. 


A fghan money 
raised ... 

SOF reader John P. McLaughlin of 
Summerdale, Ala., writes to say that 
he enjoys Bulletin Board. “The Janu¬ 
ary, 1981, Bulletin Board under ‘SOF: 
New Report From Afghanistan’ was 
very good and I hope that SOF can 
continue to help the Afghan Freedom 
Fighters even more.” 

McLaughlin also sent SOF a clip¬ 
ping from a newspaper reporting that 
Oregon State Senator Tom Hartung 
recently turned over to one of the Af¬ 
ghan groups a check for $10,000 rais¬ 
ed in Portland, Ore., to purchase food 
and medicine. 

Hartung is quoted as saying the 
check, presented about 2 February 
from the Portland-area American Aid 
for Afghans, is from “the only group 
in the U.S. dedicated to helping 
Afghan freedom fighters expel Soviet 


invaders.” 

SOF is glad that the Oregonians 
have taken an interest in the matter, 
but we were doing the same thing 
long before 2 February. 


V IET VETS 

HONORED ... 

In response to Baseball Commis¬ 
sioner Bowie Kuhn’s grant of lifetime 
passes for all Major and Minor League 
games to the recently released 52 
Americans held hostage in Iran for 
more than a year, the Hawaii Island¬ 
ers of the Pacific Coast League have 
similarly honored all Vietnam vets liv¬ 
ing in Hawaii. 

The Islanders, a San Diego Padres 
farm club, have dedicated their 1981 
season to the Vietnam vet and are 
granting complimentary general-ad¬ 
mission tickets to all Vietnam vets liv¬ 
ing in Hawaii. According to the Veter¬ 
ans’ Administration, of the 2.7 million 
Americans who served in Vietnam, 
some 33,000 live in Hawaii. 

Islanders’ General Manager Dave 
Pierson, who made the announce¬ 
ment before Honolulu’s Downtown 
Exchange Club, said: “Though every¬ 
one is proud of these Americans [the 
hostages] who performed their duties 
so well under difficult circumstances, 
there is a continued concern by some 
Americans about the long-overdue 
recognition of the Vietnam veteran, 
who also served our country with 
courage, honor and valor, and has 
never been welcomed as befitting 
those who sacrificed so much for all 
of us in time of war.” 

Pierson went on to add that, while 
he realized that, as a baseball team, 
the Islanders' gesture is “a modest 
one,” he hoped that with the help of 
the press, others would follow their 
example. 


gotten dangerously soaked. With their 
earthy GI pragmatism, they would have 
accepted the thought for the deed. “Don’t 
sweat the small stuff,” they most likely 
would have said. 

From the main side, a long gust of wind 
brought the crackle of a bugle sounding 
Divine Services. I stood there dejectedly 
and tried to console myself by thinking 
that the dead were now supposed to be 
gloriously happy. Somehow, it didn’t 
comfort me. 

Then an incredible thing happened. We 
began to find many of the dysentery pa¬ 
tients on top of the hill, dead beneath the 
tree. They had crawled there, spurred by 
some wondrous inner strength, inexorably 
drawn to that spot like lemmings to the 
sea. The tree was generous — it received 
them all — and in its shade they shed their 
mouldering rags and died. They, at least, 
had found beauty in their final moments, 
I thought. And the view from the huts 
below was one of serene beauty: a lone 
tree on a hill, surrounded by high grass 
which bowed sedately before it in the 
wind. 

Days passed, and we continued to drag 
still more bodies from the hill. I found 
myself fascinated by the tree’s effect on 
dying men. One morning, I stood at a 
window and routinely scanned the hill for 
corpses. The sun was shining for the mo¬ 
ment, and I saw clearly that there were 
none. Relieved, I turned away, and then 
quickly turned back and peered closely at 
the tree. I could have sworn that I had 
seen buds glistening on the tree’s bran¬ 
ches. 

The birth of anything on that barren 
plot was an event, and I left the hut and 
climbed painfully up the hill. At the top, I 
paused to catch my breath and, as my 
panting subsided, a loud humming filled 
my ears. I ignored it and closed on the 
tree. Its shade enveloped me, and I was 
suddenly aware of really seeing it for the 
first time. Horrified, I turned away, sick 
and trembling. 

It was a savage caricature, an evil mu¬ 
tant thing, a Judas tree. A generation 
before, an American poet had written of a 
classic tree that had drawn sustenance 
from the earth’s sweet flowing breast, but 
this abomination had sucked all the filth 
and corruption from the camp into its 
roots. Its trunk was the shade and texture 
of a toad’s skin, and oozing from it were 
rivulets of inky slime. From its branches 
thrust spiky, stunted leaves', the exact col¬ 
or of a mourning wreath. How appropri¬ 
ate, I thought bitterly and, cursing, I turn¬ 
ed and lashed out at the wretched thing. 

“You son of a bitch!” I screamed. 
“You tricked them. You tricked the guys 
who came here to die. And you tricked 
me, too!” Then another appalling dimen¬ 
sion was added. The buds moved . They 
were, in fact, enormously swollen blow¬ 
flies that rose by the thousands and, hum¬ 
ming their ghoulish invitation, probed 
savagely at my eyes and mouth. Howling, 

I fled from the hill. 
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But the tree had won. Betrayal by 
humans is not uncommon, but to be 20 
and betrayed by nature is a traumatic 
thing. Never again would 1 ever accept 
anything for what it seemed — I survived 
the war because of it, but at a frightful 
costrThe men who died in the tree’s men¬ 
dacious embrace had lost the world, but I 
had lost the brightness from my soul. 

Had anyone asked me then how all 
those men had died, I would have prob¬ 
ably answered, “starvation.” But the 
singular truth of the matter is that they 
died from the same strain of bureaucratic 
indifference that is plaguing the defense 
establishment now. Our unpreparedness 
when we entered WWII is documented in 
many books and official reports, a grim 
reminder ignored by those who would 
promote total welfare over total readiness. 
Yet history proves that no total-welfare 
state has ever survived for long. 

“Those who deny history,” the phil¬ 
osopher Santayana warned, “are doomed 
to relive it in the future.” And if Disraeli 
said that war was too important to be left 
to the generals, then, conversely, peace is 
too important to be left to the politicians, 
some of whom don’t know their collective 
asses from a hot rock. 

The tragedy lies in the fact that no one 
today really listens to those who should be 
respected, preferring instead to listen to 
those who are merely notorious. Movie 
stars, after all, are infinitely more 
glamorous than generals and admirals, 
historians and philosophers — all of 
whom, as every draft resister knows, are 
crusty, reactionary old bastards. 

Some time ago, 1 happened to glance at 
a brochure that featured inscribed desk 
plaques. The inscription on one was so 
pertinent that 1 was impelled to copy it. It 
read: “War is an ugly thing, but not the 
ugliest of things; the decayed and de¬ 
graded state of morale and patriotic feel¬ 
ing that thinks that nothing is worth war is 
much worse. A man who has nothing for 
which he is willing to fight, nothing he 
cares about more than his own personal 
safety, is a miserable creature who has no 
chance of being free unless made and kept 
so by the exertions of men better than 
himself.” 

Amen, brother. *5* 
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AND 

ATTACK 

TRAINING 


Train your K-9 to respond 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional training techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper Don't waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises. P.O. Box 3303A 
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JAGEASS LEATHER CO. 


A Division of Galco International Ltd. 


7383 N. Rogers Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60626 
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See your local dealer or send $18.95 + 10 % shipping & handling to: Jackass Leather Co. 



NAZI-Collectors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only SI 5.00 
Postpaid. Order your size 
NOW. Our 224 page fully il¬ 
lustrated catalog only $3.00 (free 
with order). 
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W.W. 82 Ltd. (F) Box *2063 
Si. Louis, MO. 63158 



HECKLER & KOCH 
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stamps) for prices and availability for: 
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Houston, Texas 77080 
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NEED NEW ID?... CREDIT? 

START LIFE OVER! HERE'S HOW: 



* Create new name, change age 

* Cover negative records 

* Gef diplomas, degrees 

* Find better-paying Jobs 

* Change citizenship 

* Disappear periectly — 
Reappear undetected 

* Return from “exile" 

* Secrets of fingerprinting 

* Create new Identity with Govt.- 
Issued ID: Birth certificates, 
SSN , Drivers licenses, 
Passports, State ID 

* PLUS much, much more In 


* Get “AAA "creditIn 30days, even 
If: New In area, Divorced, 
Bankrupt, or Have No Credit 

* Loans up to $3,000 — with no 
questions asked 

* Clear present bad credit 

* Get all kinds of credit cards 

* Beat debts without bankruptcy 
' Increasing credit limits 

* Your rights under all the recent 
“Credit Acts" 

* Inside credit bureaus 

* Clever credit maneuvers 

* Inside “pro" secrets In 
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$5.00 □ 


SPECIAL OFFER—ALL FOUR BOOKS.only $19.95D 


Total amount of items checked 

Your Ca,if ’ residents add 6% Sales Tax: 
. (Regular Postage and shipping 
Choice I First Class mailing 


2.00 

5.00 



TOTAL OF ORDER 


Enclosed is my □ cash, □ check, □ money order for total ordered. 
Please send to: 

NAME,_ 

ADDRESS_ 
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-STATE, 


.ZIP, 
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I Ma iito* EDEN PRESS • P.O. Box 8410-SF- Fountain Valley, CA 92708 I 
| All orders paid by check are held 2*3 weeks for bank clearing | 
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WILSON COMBAT" 

Custom Combat Handguns & Accessories 
for the Discriminating Shooter 

I J SHOK-BUFF®(govt. or Comm.).$ 5.50 

' Competition Match Trigger . 15.95 

NEW WILSON COMBAT Sights. 25.00 

N EW Commander Style Hammer . 14.95 

H D Recoil Spring Kits... 4.50 

Add $2.50 P 8. H per order,JiO CODs, Send SASE for price list or $1.00 for our 
N EW complete picture brochure of custom work & accessories. 

WILSON’S GUN SHOP 

Route 3, Box 211-D, Berryville, AR 72616 

Dealer and Jobber Inquiries Invited 


BIANCHTSX-15 


The Most Popular Shoulder Holster In The World! 



muzzle 


BIANCHI’S MODEL#X-15 

is a time tested design that has 
seen decades of action. 

Unique design allows each 
holster size to fit a wide variety 
of handguns. Holster is partially 
lined with top-grain leather to 
protect the pistol. A unique 
dual spring closes holster and 
holds gun securely, yet allows a 
smooth, fast draw. Updated 
shoulder harness is wide and 
comfortable, and is made from 
premium full-grain leather. Fully 
adjustable elastic straps help 
distribute the weight of your 
pistol across both shoulders. The 
large and extra large sizes are 
also equipped with removable 
safely straps, 

Patent Pending 

Made for: 

SMALL: 2-3" Small Frame Rev., 

3- 4" .32/.380 Autos $39.95 
MEDIUM: 4" Rev., 4-5" Autos 

$46.95 

LARGE: 5-614" S.A. & D.A. Rev.. 

$50.95 

X-LARGE: 7VM" S.A. & D.A. 

Rev.. $54.95 

Ali in plain tan finish only with 
chrome hardware. 


Write today for our 
full-color catalog (Send $1.00) 


AT BIANCHI FRANCHISED DEALERS 
WORLDWIRE OR ORDER DIRECT! Send 
cash, check or money order (sorry no 
COD’S). Add 10% for postage and handling. 
Calif, res. add 6% sales tax. When ordering 
holsters please state Model No., color, 
finish, right or left hand, and make of 
gun. model, caliber and barrel 
length. Immediate delivery. 








BIANCHI 


100 Calle Cortez, Dept. SOF 781, Temecula, California 92390 


COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 


Ken Hackathorn 



Continued from page 8 


his moves and react to danger. He must 
be able to identify the target, fire ac¬ 
curate, aimed shots at it and use his 
cover to protect himself from personal 
injury. 

A realistic practical-shooting pro¬ 
gram should devote time to teaching 
students first to seek cover and then how 
to use it skillfully. Farnam has developed 
an extremely useful method to help of¬ 
ficers get maximum benefit from cover. 
He places an improvised barricade or a 
vehicle where the student can quickly 
reach it for cover and a series of friend- 
and-foe targets downrange. (See also 
“Langley Personal Safety Course,” p. 22, 
for further details about FarnanrTs pro¬ 
gram.) 

The student must neutralize all hostile 
targets. (When a Duelatron-II target is 
hit, it will pivot away — as long as the 
hit is centered for a good disabling shot.) 
His only score is the total elapsed time 
he was exposed while identifying or firing 
at targets. The man with the shortest ex¬ 
posure time is the day's top gun. Far- 
nam's system utilizes some critical 
street-survival methods, including fast 
identification of targets, careful use 
of cover and fast, accurate use of the 
sides rm. 

Departments and agencies, already 
skilled in marksmanship instruction, can 
— with the aid of Farnam's Duelatron-II 
training system — add a new and badly 
needed teaching technique to their 
courses which will help protect the street 
cop. By occasionally replacing a 
qualification session with a training 
class of this sort, rank-and-file officers 
will be able to better confront problems 
relating to their everyday survival. Give 
a man a work-training session in which 
he can see genuine benefits to his on- 
the-job survival, and you will be surpris¬ 
ed how well he takes to it. 

Departments or agencies interested in 
this concept should contact John Far¬ 
nam, Dept. SOF, Defense Training Inc., 
Rt. 2, Box 207A, Elroy, WI 53929. 

I NTRODUCING practical cover as an 
IPSC shooting-program tactic is 
more difficult. We have seen it used 
skillfully in the past but, more often than 
not, the competitors compromise the 
ideal in their desire to beat the system. 
Most IPSC shooters do not care about 
combat logic; they prefer to win the 
match. 
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In a number of events, we have seen 
the use of the “Rhodesian Wall,” a 
device which forces contestants to shoot 
from cover while using only one hand. 
More than once, we have seen both top- 
level and regular competitors hold the 
rope in their weak hand and swing to the 
weak side of the barricade to shoot with 
the strong hand, negating the obstacle’s 
purpose — which is to force the shooter 
to use his weak hand, since he exposes 
his entire body while shooting cross- 
armed. 

Thus, the contestant compromises 
cover in order to benefit from the use of 
his stronger hand. Some people scream 
to high heaven when combat logic is in¬ 
cluded as part of practical shooting and 
prefer the sport to be a carnival event. 
We will not debate the merits of their 
arguments here, but the fact is that — 
with some research — we can come up 
with a system of scoring IPSC events 
fairly, yet still test a contestant’s tactical 
skill when firing from cover. The process 
is quite simple. 

Take a standard exercise match such 
as the Los Alamitos Pistol Match. At 
each stage, have the competitor start 
behind cover of an improvised barrier, 
such as an old 55-gallon drum or a bar¬ 
ricade laid sideways to form a waist-high 
wall. Starting completely hidden from 
the target, the shooter must engage the 
target on signal — and his time exposed 
from cover while firing will be recorded. 
While he’s behind cover, the clock will 
be stopped. 

In the Los Alamitos Match, the 25- 
yard stage is fired from a barricade. 
However, the usual 10-second time limit 
per string is replaced by recording the 
time exposed while firing. At the end of 
the match, the targets are scored in the 
usual manner, but the total accumulated 
time of exposure while firing is sub¬ 
tracted from competitor’s point score. 
The winner will be a good shooter who 
uses minimal time firing while exposed. 
The contestant who takes too much time 
firing but still gets a high score will be 
penalized for his delay. The poorer 
shooter who shoots quickly but uses 
cover to his advantage will not be 
penalized by the time element. 

The winning combination is to shoot 
quickly and accurately with minimal 
body exposure — both on the street and 
in matehes. This means the timekeep¬ 
er’s job becomes critical. It requires a 
skilled stop-watch operator and careful 
monitoring of the shooter’s exposed 
positions. 

Practical shooting has always experi¬ 
mented to find the best way to solve pro¬ 
blems that accurately reflect real condi¬ 
tions in a defensive shooting encounter. 
We can now go further and try to develop 
practical-shooting skills that truly reflect 
the spirit of the practical pistol. The con¬ 
cept of scored events that reward the 
sane use of cover will give a fresh ap¬ 
proach to future IPSC shooting events. 


No one concept or system is the answer, 
but each step helps us understand the 
full role of the defensive sidearm and its 
utility in a modern and sometimes vio¬ 
lent society. 



PERSONAL SAFETY, INC. 

KEN HACKATHORN and ANDY 
LANGLEY are teaching courses in 
Personal Safety at the Chapman Range fn 
Columbia. Missouri. 

For information send a stamped seif- 
addressed envelope to Personal Safety, 

Inc., P.0. Box 7035. Columbia. Missouri 
65201. 



window. Even if you do not have an Alarm system or gun the 
Burglar net knowing, will move on to an easier target. 

The Burglar's greatest fear is to trip an alarm and then tace 
The Aimed Ctton. So turn that power of fear to your advan- 
vantage. Order Now before it Happens to You. 

DECAL 314" DIAM. is Bone white on Jet Black sticks on in¬ 
side or outside of glass. 


4 Decals*3.98-Save! 8 For*5.98 

WAYS TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME FROM 
BURGLARY” 


19 \ 

*3PW Y0U 

SaEf bur 


Fait Delivery • Money Back Guarantee • Clip Ad. 


T & G ENTERPRISES DEPT 9824 


428 UNION AVE. PATERSON. NEW JERSEY 07502 


CLICK! 


When you hear it, you can believe it. 



The Wichita™ .45 automatic pistol target and 
combat sight systems feature easy to operate 
positive click elevation and windage adjust¬ 
ments. When you hear the click, you can 
believe it, so your shooting is more accurate. 

In addition, these all-steel sights, designed by 
renowned pistolsmith Ron Power, have been 
ruggedly constructed. Each is made to withstand 
the shock of service ammo and heavy loads 
better than any sights you’ve seen before. And 
they’re legal for all ISPC and NRA competitions. 

Visit your favorite dealer to see (and hear) 
Wichita Arms target and combat sight systems. 
.45 Auto Pistol Rear Target Sight $49.50 
.45 Auto Pistol Rear Combat Sight $49.50 





Wichita Arms / 333 Lulu, RO. Box 11371, Wichita, KS 67211 / (316) 265 0661 



SwrisvembN tastsuttkxftS tx\ the h«i thw < jni 


V._ v introduces the 

MAGAZINE 

CONVERSION 

PACK 

for the SMITH & WESSON M-59 

CONVERTS TWO (2) MAGAZINES 
FROM 14 TO 16 SHOTS, PLUS: 

• Improved follower design enhances the function 
and reliability of converted magazine. 

• Extra power Wolff spring provides positive 
feeding with superior fatigue life when maga¬ 
zine is fully loaded for prolonged periods of time. 


PRICE PER PAIR $*| II QC 

Plus $1.00 postage & handling. ® 

Ohio residents add $1.23 sales tax per pair. 

Bank check or money order. 

NOC.O.D. or credit cards please. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


CORPORATION 
3<4<ai W. BRAINARD RD. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO AA122 
Phone: 1216D 292-7723 


MAGAZINE 

CONVERSION 

PACK 

SMITH & WESSON M-59 

* Dtttvem »tv Standard SAW M iy 

<4 to tCHWH>?V<4pM».dh 

>7 ratxirds tvitfs v'tiAix*tsrrtr<i < AtirxfH' I 

* isrowiriwtK.'} foUcww design vs- ».t* Itmetwfl 

Aiut rat iaM<;V t<>r<v<»rt»a 0*44 artnt> 

* fiWa VVrrfif spnng p©»i»v** 

ft foilv towfed far prrtod* </, i n* 


JULY/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 83 

























From the 

Mini-14 

Specialists. 



MINI-14 
FOLDING STOCKS 

Our stock body is made from a fiberglass reinforced structural nylon with a black, non- 
reflective surface similar in texture to the H & K. The pistol grip is molded as an in¬ 
tegral part of the stock forming a strong, one piece unit. Resistance to impact, 
chemicals and temperature extremes surpasses the most demanding military and 
civilian standards. The steel folding unit (with nylon butt pad) duplicates the ap¬ 
pearance and strength of the FN-FAL stock. The lock mechanism features dual locking 
lugs making it very tight and rugged. Length of pull from trigger to buttplate is 14 5/8”. 
the optimum length as determined by military and civilian researchers. Each unit is ful¬ 
ly guaranteed and will fit #181 and newer series Mini-14's. $99.95 ppd. (3 or more, 
$89.95) 

NOTE: These are not the cheap, ill-fitting ABS or aluminum units seen elsewhere. 

MINI-14 VENTILATED PLASTIC HANDGUARD 

Genuine Ruger AC556K military handguards with metal liners. $12.95 4 50* postage. 

MINI-14 FLASH HIDER AND SIGHT ASSEMBLY 

Flash is reduced 90% and muzzle climb is partially eliminated. These units are 
machined from solid steel and will fit standard length or shortened barrels. Mounting 
duplicates the method used by the Ruger Factory. $30.00 4 $1.50 shipping. We will 
shorten, crown and permanently mount our flash hider on your barrel as well as 
parkerize your barrelled action. (See catalog). 

Our new 1981 CATALOG of riot gun folding stocks, magazine extensions and other 
shotgun accessories. H & K firearms - and others, combat accessories, Day/Night 
sighting systems, auto sears for most paramilitary firearms, etc., etc., is available for 
$3.00. (Refundable with order). 


R & R ENTERPRISES -P.O. BOX 385 - JEFFERSON, S.D. 57038 - (605) 966-5382 


= SUPPORT SOF ADVERTISERS 


ANGOLA 

Continued from page 41 

four-engined plane several years ago, 
and that he would get $35,000 from 
Savimbi for our illegal flight into 
Angola. 

“Sometimes we earn it,” he said with 
a tight smile. 

At 0900, we taxied out onto the 
runway, cleared on a false flight plan 
to an African city not far from the 
Angolan frontier. The DC-4 lumbered 
down the runway, picked up speed and 
soon was airborne. Within a few 
minutes, the capital faded from sight. 
The unpressurized plane flew at an 
altitude of 3,000 feet. Beneath us there 
was nothing but an endless succession 
of oily rivers, snaking their way 
through the green carpet of the jungle. 

The deep-throated roar of the 
engines made conversation impossible. 
There was nothing to do, so I slept 
fitfully, dreaming of home. Seven hours 
later, we changed course abruptly and 
descended to 1,500 feet. From the 
sun's position, I could tell we were 
flying west. At that low altitude, the 
groaning DC-4, chasing its shadow 
across the ground, seemed to be 
speeding through the air like a jet. The 
Portuguese copilot came back and 
pointed toward the ground. 

“Angola,” he shouted through hands 
cupped against the engines' roar. He 
flashed what would have been a 
brilliant smile had he enjoyed a full 
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complement of teeth, and gave the 
thumbs-up gesture. I tried to appear 
nonchalant while scanning the sky for 
MiGs. 

We stayed on that western course for 
30 minutes, flying over waterless 
country the color of a lion’s pelt. It did 
not have the look of a hospitable land. 
Suddenly there was the scar of a bush 
airstrip beneath us. The pilot circled 
the strip twice, waggling the plane’s 
wingtips as a recognition signal. Then 
we went into a steep landing approach. 

“Here goes nothing,” I thought, 
crossing myself. 

The landing on the DC-4’s well-worn 
tires was surprisingly smooth, clouds of 
red dust pluming out from behind our 
wheels. I could see armed Africans 
standing by the oil drums they’d 
manhandled off the strip to permit us 
to land. 

“I hope they’re the cavalry and not 
the Indians,” I shouted at Mongo. He 
smiled, but I could tell from his 
expression he didn’t understand. 

The DC-4 braked to a stop and 
Mongo pushed open the rear door. 
There were Africans beneath us — 
some in uniform, some not — waving 
their Kalashnikov automatic rifles and 
smiling up at us. As the DC-4’s engines 
coughed twice and died, I could hear 
African women trilling a chant of 
welcome. 

I had reached Jonas Savimbi’s 
guerrilla kingdom, one of the few 
places in the world where free men 
were engaged in combat against 
Russians, East Germans and their 
Cuban ideological mercenaries. And, 
as the Frenchman gave the thumbs-up 
signal, cranked the DC-4*s asthmatic 
engines and took off into the sunset, I 
had a feeling I was going to earn my 
writer’s fee. 

It would make a more dramatic tale 
to write that I rushed straight from the 
airstrip into combat. Unfortunately, it 
would be untrue. Guerrilla conflicts, 
like conventional wars, can be very 
much a case of hurry-up-and-wait. I 
was not to hear a shot fired in anger 
for nearly a week. 

At the bush airstrip, near Likua in 
UNITA-held southeastern Angola, 1 
was met by Maj. Jean Bock, a terrier 
of a man, scarcely five feet tall. Bock 
was missing his left hand and most of 
his forearm (a somewhat inauspicious 
omen in an officer who described 
himself as a demolitions expert). Still, 
nobody’s perfect. 

In remarkably good English, Bock 
welcomed me to that third of Angola 
wrested from the Luanda government 
and its 20,000 Cuban troops by 
Savimbi’s UNITA fighting men. As 
night fell — and it falls quickly in 
Africa — we clambered aboard a 
captured East German Star truck and 
lurched off over a dirt track that was 
scarcely more than a glorified game 
trail. 
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While we jolted toward the guerrilla 
camp that was to be my temporary 
home, Bock explained the strategic 
situation to me: 

With the exception of one or two 
heavily garrisoned towns supplied by 
air, all of Cuando-Cubango Province 
(where 1 now was) was under rebel 
control, as was most of Moxico to the 
north and Bie to the west. Part of 
Kunene Province also was under 
UNITA control, but the two zones were 
not contiguous. The 46-year-old 
Savimbi was far away, but 1 would 
surely meet him during the course of 
my stay. Heavy fighting was going on 
along the 836-mile length of the 
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Benguela Railroad — from Zaire to the 
Atlantic Ocean. The East German-run 
line was open part of the way, but not 
an ounce of copper had made it from 
Zambia or Zaire to the sea in more 
than 10 years. It would take me a 
month’s march to reach the railroad; 
my best bet for seeing some action was 
to wait for a possible guerrilla attack 
on Mavinga, a town 70 miles to the 
north. 

The Cubans, Bock said, had 
sustained about 3,000 casualties in the 
early years of the civil war, 1975-77, 
but now confined themselves largely to 
the big cities, where they were 
harassed by UNITA urban guerrillas. 

At first, the Luanda regime had relied 
heavily on black Cubans, feeling they 
would get along better with 
government troops, but they had 
proved unreliable; now the Cubans 
UNITA encountered were usually 
whites. Cuban wounded were flown to 
Eastern Europe for hospitalization, and 
their dead were buried in Angola so as 
not to damage morale in Cuba. 

The East Germans, Bock reported, 
were in charge of intelligence and 
counterintelligence, ran the railways 
and provided advisers for SWAPO and 
the Katangan brigands. The Russians 
had advisers in every government 
ministry, ran the fishing industry, had 
direct command of the air force and 
navy and exercised operational control 
over the army. Most of Angola’s 
Russian tanks — T-54s and T-62s — 
had Cuban drivers and gunners, 
although they were training Angolans. 
Cuban soldiers were in force around 
the oilfields in the Cabinda enclave 
north of the Zaire River, which is not 
contiguous with the rest of Angola. 

During daylight hours, Bock 
conceded, armored columns of 
government troops, supported by 
helicopters and MiGs, could go pretty 
much where they wanted. “But the 
night belongs to us,” he added with a 
smile. Since the Russians, East 
Germans and Cubans wanted to play 
down their presence, they seldom 
exposed themselves, and Savimbi held 
none of them prisoner (about a month 
after I left, UNITA gunners downed an 
Antonov transport, capturing two 
Russians and a Cuban). 

The communist military strategy, 
Bock said, appeared to be to retain 
control over the population centers, the 
Cabinda oilfields and the principal 
arteries of communication, and to clear 
the Benguela railway if they could. 
They were trying to train the Angolan 
army to the point where it could 
operate on its own in the bush, but 
without a great deal of success. They 
had created a long-range penetration 
force, whose principal mission was to 
kill Savimbi; I would see how much 
success they had enjoyed in that. 

Politically, Bock said, the 
communists were conducting a 
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disinformation campaign against 
Savimbi by linking him with the South 
Africans, pressing for recognition of the 
Luanda regime by the United States 
and trying to keep in force the Clark 
Amendment — a self-denying 
ordinance that since 1976 had 
forbidden the U.S. by law from aiding 
Savimbi or any other anti-government 
Angolan leader. They were keeping 
pressure on Zaire and Zambia to cut 
Savimbi’s links with the outside world, 
and pressing for a SWAPO victory in 
South West Africa that would also 
have this effect. 

As for Savimbi’s military and 
political tactics, Bock said, 1 would 
have to wait until I met with the 
guerrilla leader to learn what 
they were. 

At a UNITA roadblock our truck slid 
to a stop in one of the clouds of dust 
that were to be my constant 
companions for the next two weeks. 
Ahead, in a grove of leafless thorn 
trees, I could see the flickering flames 
of torches and campfires. 

The torches were held by African 
women and children who, when we got 
out of the truck, broke into a long, 
repetitious song of welcome for the 
stranger who had come from so far 
away to visit them. In the preliterate 
society that most of rural Angola still 
is, despite 400 years of Portuguese 
rule, songs and poetry take the place of 
newspapers and books. The singing of 
women and children in the camps, and 
of Savimbi s guerrillas on the march, 
was always with me during my days 
in Angola. 

Bock led me down the ranks of 
singing women to a square grass hut 
set apart in a grove of trees. 

“This will be your home while you’re 
here,” he explained. “Your things will 
be safe here. There’s a latrine behind 
the hut. Be careful where you step: 
there are snakes and tarantulas. 

Salome will bring you a canteen of 
water and a lantern. If you want food, 
just ask for it. You must be tired, so 
well talk tomorrow.” 

My 12-by-12Toot hut, constructed 
without benefit of a single nail, was 
made of bundles of reeds and grass 
lashed to wooden poles with strips of 
bark. It contained a large bed, a table 
and two benches, constructed of the 
same material and dug into the sandy 
soil. 

On the bed was a rough blue blanket 
to supplement the blanket and poncho 
I’d brought with me. As I was to 
discover in the days to come, these 
cool, airy huts are the perfect 
architectural response to a climate that 
is hot and dry during the day, but 
bitterly cold in the predawn hours. 

I threw my gear on one of the 
benches, blew out the kerosene lantern 
— a strip of canvas webbing stuffed 
through the tin top of a glass jar — fell 
into bed and slept the sleep of the just. 
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5y 8 " 



BALI-SONG INC. Dept. SF 

3039 Roswell St., Los Angeles, CA 90065 


ARREST Violators 11 



Surveillance Equipment. 
Criminology Kits. Badges. 
Briefcase Telephones. Leg 
Holcim. loefrpick Guns. 
Bullet-Prod Vests. Infrared 
Night Scopes, Rappelling 
- - ---Plus Much 


Wear the Badge: of a 


■a NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
"opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi¬ 
nals to justice, protect the innocent 
Experts guide you every step of the way 
Men and women needed to work in chal 
lengtng situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 
special law enforcement equip- 
ment...the same equipment used 
by the FBI, the Cl A. and the 
Secret Service. Start your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
lo 2h^r and more on ail equip¬ 
ment. Send for free details. 



Equinmtnt--! _ 

Much More Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL ol Special Detective Training — « 

DEPT. SF 107 P-O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa. CA. 92626 1 


I Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit—I enclose $1.00 1 

I Niina_,---- 1 

| Addres*______| 


CitWStaUVZIp_ 
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AIRBORNE 

T-SHIRTS 

Novice, Senior or Master Wings 

Good Quality Shirts 
Most Colors Available 
Sizes: S. M. L & XL 

Specify wings style, size and color choices 

$7.00 EACH 



RANGER TAB 


IN BLACK & GOLD ABOVE 
AIRBORNE WINGS. $2.00 ADDITIONAL 

Ranger T-Shirts: $7.50 

(Without Airborne Wings) 

THE FIFTH APPLE 
P.O. Box 330 
Des Moines, Iowa 50302 

ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Where there is no electricity, one 
lives by the cycle of the sun. I woke at 
dawn to the melodious laughter of 
African women and the smell of wood 
smoke. Soon, Salome — a middle- 
aged woman with a shy smile — was 
at the doorless entry to my hut with a 
basin of water to wash in, a mug of 
sugared but milkless tea (we never had 
coffee) and a tin plate of surprisingly 
tasty fried dough. As she swept the dirt 
floor with a bundle of twigs, she 
explained that her three women helpers 
would wash and sew for me, and that I 
had but to ask for anything else I 
wanted. 

To be the guest of guerrillas is, in a 
sense, to be their prisoner. I was 


The Legal Automatic 



3,000 Rounds/Min. 


the M19-A BB Submachine Gun or 
M19-A.M.P. Machine-Pistol 
For power, they use compressed air or 
one pound cans of freon 
send $ 3C°° for either gun or *65°° for both to 
Larc Inc. P. 0 . Box 460. Maitland, FL 32751 


SmiGHT TfalNING CGNTGf 

SPECIALISTS IN WEAPONS TRAINING 

Join the many who have improved their shooting skills. Learn from the pros how to 
handle firearms safely and proficiently in many and varied situations. Be able to see 
and fire the newest and most efficient weapons on the mkt. today. We offer courses 
ranging from basic firearms instruction to high 9tress defensive combat shooting. 
Only the finest and most advanced equipment and techniques are used in our 
police anti-sniper program. Because of demand we now offer courses on survival 
weapons and their use, covering all aspects, from defending your retreat to living 
off the land. 

For brochure, send $1.00 to. 

Starlight Training Center 

Rte. 2, Box 68 Liberal, MO 64762 
Ph. (417) 843-3555 







U.S. CAVALRY STORE, Inc. 


FIRST AID KIT / INDIVIDUAL. 

New. SN6545-00-823-8165. OD plastic 
encased kit. Mounts on pistol belt. 
Includes water tablets, sodium clo- 
ride and sodium bicarb, chap stick, 
bandages, tape, dressings, solutions, 
vials, etc. O.D. nylon carrying case. 
All new. All U.S. contract. 

S05-1213 . . $21.75 ppd 


WORLDWIDE Your complete store of HARD TO FIND military items. POSTPAID 

CATALOG SALES SEND $2.00 FOR A FULL COLOR, 164 PAGE CATALOG! TO U.S./APO/FPO 


RAIN WALLET. 

The "Jungle Wallet". 
Black, simulated elephant 
hide. Moisture resistant. 
8 "zip-locked" pockets. 
6"x4", Made famous in 
Vietnam. 

S07-1222. $7.50 ppd 


CAMOUFLAGE T-SHIRT. 

High quality cotton knit 
T-shirt. Short sleeve, 
standard green camouflage. 
Sizes XS-S-M-L-XL, 

S04-1134 . $7.50 ppd 


DOG TAGS. Genuine 
stainless steel. Deluxe set 
includes 2 printed tags, 
one chain set and silen¬ 
cers. Please give us the 
following information. 

Name (Last, first, middle 
initial) social security num¬ 
ber, blood type & religion. 
S01-1176 $5.50 ppd 


1375 N. WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY. 40160 


CAMOUFLAGED JOGGING SHORTS. 

USMC rip-stop poplin. Olive drab 
piping. Elastic waistband. 

Sizes XS-S-M-L-XL. 

S04-1095 $8.50 ppd 


CAMOUFLAGED HIP HOLSTER. 

Genuine USMC rip-stop camouflage 
outer, calf skin liner. Fits a .45 
caliber and other large frame auto¬ 
matics. Will fit up to a 3%" belt. 
H 05-1232, .$19,50 ppd 


government issue metal 
case watch with OD nylon 
band. Stainless steel back. 
High quality. Made by 
Hamilton. 

S05-1220 .$64.75 ppd 


Call (502) 351-1164 


GERMAN GRAVITY KNIFE. Quality 
knife made famous by German 
paratroopers. 8y4"x%". includes 
3 Vi" folding pick and olive drab 
lanyard. 

S07-1134 .,..$36.75 ppd 


MAP 

MEASURING 
DEVICE. Measures dis¬ 
tances on all types of 
maps. Traces route to be 
traveled. Pointer dial tells 
exact distance in proport¬ 
ion to the scale of the 
map. Magnetic compass on 
the back. Leather case 
included. 

S07-1310 ...$12.50 ppd 
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dependent on my UN1TA hosts for 
food, water and transport. When I 
walked around the camp, an armed 
guard followed me. If I wanted to talk 
to Maj. Bock, a runner was sent to 
fetch him. I pretty much had to go 
where Bock wanted me to go, and to 
see what he wanted me to see. I 
certainly could not go where he didn't 
want me to, nor to see what he didn't 
want me to. In the featureless bush of 
southeastern Angola, 1 would not have 
lasted a week on my own. 1 couldn’t 
leave Angola until Savimbi was ready 
to let me go. My single great safeguard 
was that, at a point, Savimbi's interest 
and my own coincided: to get me out 
of Angola alive so I could tell his story. 

Savimbi's 16,000 troops and 5,000 
militiamen, organized in regular 
battalions of 500 men and guerrilla 
groups of 50, live spartan lives. While 
the food is better and more plentiful in 
the camps than in the field, officers 
and men alike exist on a diet of 
cornmeal or cassava flour, 
supplemented by an occasional 
cabbage, whatever game meat or fish 
happens to be available (we shot game 
on the plains and fished in the 
swamps) and wild honey. 

As a guest, I got the best of 
everything: South African canned meat 
and rice or noodles for lunch, a thick, 
nutritious soup for dinner. A great 
luxury was fresh fruit from South Africa 
(South Africa sells Savimbi food, 
vehicles and medical supplies, paid for 
with funds donated by conservative 
African and Arab states). 

Whether in camp or on the march, 
we never went hungry. But thirst was 
our constant companion. In the flat, 
featureless bush of Cuando-Cubango, 
there are few rivers or streams. Water 
from the swamps, often black as 
coffee, we flavored with the juice of the 
passion fruit, which gave it a rather 
pleasant, mildly astringent taste. 

On the move, we traveled either by 
truck (the East German Star or a West 
German Mercedes; the former was 
more dependable, the latter more 
comfortable) or on foot, over trails 
hacked out of the bush. So rough are 
these trails that vehicles average no 
more than 8 mph. Frequently we 
traveled by night, both because it was 
cooler and there was no danger then 
from government aircraft. 

With us went Salome and her team 
of women, most of them wives of 
UNITA guerrillas, to do our cooking. 


AUTHORS WANTED BY 
NEW YORK PUBLISHER 

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts 
of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly 
and juvenile works, etc. New authors welcomed. 
Ask for free, illustrated 40-page brochure T 73 
Vantage Press, 516 W. 34th St, New York. N.Y. 10001. 
Or call Toll Free 1-800-528-6050 Ext. 2254. 


FOR THE QUTDOORSMAN THE IDEAL SURVIVAL GUN 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT THE PERFECT BACK-UP 

22 AUTO HINE 

.22LR High velocity 



Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 
Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded ( 8 V 4 oz. empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr. .25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 


FTL MARKETING CORP. 

12521-3 OXNARD STREET 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91606 


Be Prepared! 

“LEARN TO SURVIVE ’ 1 
Ken Hale’s “1981” 

CATALOG OF BOOKS ON SURVIVAL 
AND RELATED SKILLS 


My New 32 Page Book Catalog is Ready 

“BE A SURVIVOR.” 

Only the wise and strong shall sur¬ 
vive the coming turmoil in America 
.Depression, Economic Col¬ 
lapse, or even NUCLEAR WAR I? 
We cover SELF-DEFENSE, WEAP¬ 
ONS, LIVING IN THE WILDS, GUER¬ 
RILLA WARFARE, DEMOLITIONS, 
plus much more. 

If you don't have my catalog 
yet . . DON’T DELAY! 

It's the BIGGEST & BEST 
In its Field. Rush $2.00 to: 
KEN HALE (109 ) 
McDonald, ohio 44437 
“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 
I’ll send it free, if you don’t have 
bucks, But GET IT NOW ... 


Send to 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City-State_Zip 



Make Money 
at Home in Spare 

Previous Experience Needed 

LEARN GUN 
REPAIR! 


pare Time # 

id 

i 


BE A “GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it comes to guns. 

Your love of guns and shooting can be the first step toward 
an exciting career. Be a sales counselor for a gun shop, 

.i. „ i , sporting goods store, discount 

mrm ; house. Manage shooting club 
1 or range. Or start your own 
business—sell or repair guns.. 





FfcP?* 0 ^ I BE Y0UR 0WN GUN EXPEflT We show 
“ you how to buy and sell guns...cus- 

* tomize, repair and accurize them.,.fit 
and finish stocks. Learn all about bal¬ 
listics ... black powder...how to 
import guns. 

Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 

We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 

License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im¬ 
mediately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won’t believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves. A simple, easy-to-understand chart included 
i in your first lesson gives you new accuracy. 

CALL TOLL-FREE 

1 - 800 - 228-2028 / 

(Except in Nebraska call (402) 571-490D/Ext.l46 
CALL ANYTIME—Operators to take your call 24 hours a day. 

I 7 days a week. No cost. No obligation, No salesman will call 

OR MAIL COUPON TODAY! | 

| North American School of Firearms, Dept. RS071 , 

| 4500 Campus Drive, University Plaza, Newport Beach, CA 92660* 
| Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO 
I NAME AGE 

jADDRESS __ _ 

jciTY _STATE ZIP 
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The Holster 
Originally Designed 
for Military and Police 
Is Now Available to you! 

The revolutionary new fold lock 
knife holster that needs just 
one hand to use. Puts your 
knife, open and locked, into 
your hand in a split second! 
Reholsters one-handedly, too. 
The Sting is constructed of 
durable nylon and keeps 
your fold lock-knife ready 
for instant use, safe and 
secure on your belt. Fits 
almost all fold lock-knives 
(closed). 3%' to 5". 

SEND $5.95 TO SF-7 


P.O. Box 490, Maitland, FL 32751 


At night, if there was a camp or village 
nearby, we slept in huts; otherwise, we 
slept under shelter-halves or scraps of 
canvas. The earth, broken with a 
machete and covered with grass, 
served as our bed. 

Savimbi’s officers and men (some of 
whom have been fighting for 15 years) 
are not paid, and all are in uniform “for 
the duration.” 

“When the war is won,” explained 
Bock, “will be time enough to speak of 
pay.” There are, to the best of my 
knowledge, no mercenaries serving on 
the ground with Savimbi; the 500 
Angola-born Portuguese serving in his 
forces receive exactly the same pay as 
the Africans: nothing. 



OWN A GUN? THEN WEAR THIS SHIRT 


U.S. Constitution, Article 2:". . . the 
right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed/' 

Let's keep it that way! 

Quality T-shirt silk screened white 
on black or black on tan. Only $7.95 
ea. incl. postage. Circle color & size. 

wh on bk small medium 

bl on tan large extra large 

4-6 weeks delivery; for faster service, 
send money order or bank check 

POWDER BURN PRODUCTS 
Box 1072, Framingham, MA 01701 


Dealer & club inquiries invited 


Discipline in the UNITA army is 
strict; there is no drunkenness. (Bock 
explained: “We’re not prigs, we just 
don’t happen to have any liquor at this 
time.”) Cigarettes were in short supply, 
but morale seemed high. The men 
sang as they marched — praise-songs 
of Savimbi, recitations of UNITA’s 
victories and chants deriding Eduardo 
dos Santos’ Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA), which 
forms the Marxist government of 
Angola. 

In a few days, I grew used to rising 
at dawn and going to bed with the 
setting sun. I misplaced my shaving 
mirror and grew a beard. I lost weight 
and my muscles hardened. I became 
less conscious of bug bites and of the 
deep slashes inflicted on my arms and 
face by the thorny underbrush. 
Washington seemed worlds away, as 
indeed it was, and I felt strangely 
content. 

I visited training camps, schools, 
agricultural settlements and hospitals 
run by UNITA. There were rare 
moments of great beauty, such as the 
night we stumbled upon the looming 
shapes of a herd of trumpeting 
elephants in a salt pan, their tusks 
white as silver in the moonlight. 

Savimbi’s Ovimbundu guerrillas were 
curious about the outside world. What 
was America like? Did we have wild 
animals? Were all Americans white? 



YOU CAN 

SURVIVE WWIII 


NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL — Infor¬ 
mation that will save your life, put 
together as only a pro can do it. 
‘Nontechnical and directly to the 
point. . .“Journal of Civil Defense” 

L-l $7.49 

SHELTER/REFUGE DEFENSE — The 


SURVIVAL BARTERING—The secrets 
and facts that teach you how to live 
after an economic collapse. 

L-20 $5,98 

All concisely written by Duncan 
Long to help you protect your loved 
ones when your world goes insane. 


The next world crisis can be at your door any day now . . , but 
you can survive IF you know exactly what to do... . 

These books don’t gloss over the problems. They cover pro¬ 
blems often skipped by other survival books. They give realistic, 
straight answers. 


870 REMINGTON HANDBOOK — 

How to keep this survival/defense 
weapon going, parts to have, and how 
to modify it. L-19 $3.98 


book on guarding your shelter against 
desperate predators. “If you . . . think 
there might be a need to defend your 
home or retreat, buy this book.” Sur¬ 
vival News. L-9 $7.49 


All prices include tax and postage. 
MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 

Circle the books you want and mail to: 

LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS 
Box 163, Dept. FF-6 
Wamego, KS 66547 


MINI-14 HANDBOOK — takes up 
where the owner’s manual leaves off. 
How to strip it to replace parts, and 
modify it into a battle-ready weapon. 

L-18 $3.98 


CHEMICAL/BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 
SURVIVAL — Clear instructions on 
how to survive these deadly weapons. 
Includes decontamination and medical 
treatment procedures. L-12$6.99 


Total enclosed: _ 

Name_ 

Add ress_ 

City_State_Zip__ 

Hurry. . .it may be later than you think. 
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MACHINE GUNS 
and SUBMACHINE GUNS 


THOMPSONS. SCHMEISSERS 
STENS. B.A.R.S, M-16s. MG-34s & 42s 
LEWIS GUNS, MAXIMS, WINCHESTERS. 
COLTS, SPANDAUS. AND MANY OTHERS. 
—LIVE OR DEWAT—ALL FEDERALLY 
REGISTERED AND TRANSFERABLE. 

SEND $5.00 FOR LARGE PHOTO-ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE OF GUNS, PRICES. LAWS. AND 
FACTS OF INTEREST; 


J. CURTIS EARL 

5512 NDHTH SIXTH ST., PHOENIX AZ 85012 


RADIATION 

DETECTOR 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

• Endorsed by experts 

• Simple, Sensitive 

• Operates indefinitely 
without electricity 

APPLIANCE LEAKAGE • X-RAYS 

• ACCIDENTS • FALLOUT 

To radiation, what a smoke detector 
is to smoke. Feel secure in our world 
of potential radiation. Early warning 
detector guards against harmful or 
lethal accidental exposure. A must for 
people near nuclear facilities or 
x-rays. 

Special isolation Ghamber holds static 
charge that will neutralize in presence 
of radiation. Sensitive enough to 
measure weak x-ray leaks from TVs. 
Easily recharged by simply shaking. 

Endorsed by experts such as Pro¬ 
fessor Willard Libby (Nobel Prize 
Laureate and.former Atomic Energy 
Commissioner) and Leo A. Hoegh 
(former National Director of Civil 
Defense and Mobilization). 

Completely self contained, operates 
without batteries or electricity. Easy 
to use and read at a glance. The best 
inexpensive detector available. 

Only $29.95 postage paid. 

Send check or Money Order to: 

RDI • RADIATION DETECTION INCORPORATED 
BOX 1223, TULSA, OK 74101 (918) 663-8075 




ENCY LIGHTING”! 

The ALADDIN 
Kerosene Mantle 
Lamp 

Smokeless, odorless, noiseless 
Safe—does not use pressure 
Economical—50 hours on ^ gal kerosene 
Light output equal to 100 wait bulb 
Fast, simple conversion to electricity 
(most models) 

Constructed of corrosion prool materials 
19 models available 

NEW turn-oMhe-cenlury models available 
The standard stoce 1806 

< )Send me your free Family Health and 
Survival Catalog. 

model B-140 (Aluminum). 

Wis. residents add4% tax. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Route 4, Box 427A Dept. SOF 
Shawano, Wl 54166 (715)524-2764 


Would we help UNITA against the 
Russians and the Cubans who were, 
they understood, Americas enemies, 
too? I found it hard to explain the 
rationale of the 1976 Clark 
Amendment, which by law prohibited 
the U.S. from aiding a people in revolt 
against a Marxist government imposed 
upon them against their will by 
foreign bayonets. 

The days faded into one another in a 
mosaic of heat, dust, thirst, boredom 
and disappointment. And then one 
morning, a smiling Maj. Bock brought 
the news I had been waiting for: 

UNITA guerrillas were about to launch 
a major attack on the town of 
Mavinga, one of the last government 
strongholds in Cuanda-Cubango, and I 
was to join them. 

Within the hour, we broke camp and 
were on our way. The days of waiting 
were over and, for me, the war the 
world forgot was about to begin. 


MEN AND ARMS 

According to Jonas Savimbi, 

UNITA’s armed forces are composed of 
16,000 regular troops and 5,000 militia 
(opposed by 50,000 government 
troops, 20,000 Cubans, 3,000 East 
Germans and 1,500 Russians). UNITA 
forces are organized in regular 
battalions of 500 men and in guerrilla 
groups of 50. Smaller UNITA urban- 
guerrilla rings operate in most of 
Angola's major cities. 

The regular battalions (Savimbi 
declines to say how many there are) 
operate south of the Bengueta 
Railroad, the guerrilla groups of 50 
north of the line. 

All volunteers (there is no 
conscription in UNITA territory) do a 
standard five-month basic training 
course, which includes such staples as 
weapons instruction, hygiene, 
bushcraft, map reading, tactics and 
physical training. After a year in the 
field, all soldiers return to a 
training camp for a three-month 
refresher course. 

Savimbi says he has 500 Angolan 
Portuguese serving in UNITA’s ranks 
(his personal bodyguard is a 
Portuguese from his native village), 
plus a smaller number of mixed-blood 
Angolans. Savimbi says 2,000 Angolan 
Portuguese are serving with the MPLA. 
Since the leadership of the MPLA is 
predominantly mixed-blood, there 
probably are more mestizos in the 
MPLAs ranks than in UNITA's. 

Most of the Portuguese — many of 
whom served in the colonial army — 
seem to be either UNITA officers or 
non-commissioned officers, although I 
saw at least two Portuguese enlisted 
men. Relations between white and 
black UNITA soldiers seem to be 
genuinely warm and fraternal. 


MAGNIFICENT 

BRASS 

PAPERWEIGHT 


Full size replica of the Knuckle Duster 



ORDER TODAY! 

$8.50 postpaid 

Aluminum paperweight 
$4.50 postpaid 

For novelty paperweight use only. 
Net intended for any other use. 

Send check or M.O. to: 

BEST 

SPORTS SUPPLIER 

P.O. Box 4, Dept. 14 
Hazelwood, Mo. 63042 



3-woy safety: through 
trigger guard; thumb break; 
removable hook & pile strap. 

Revolver and auto pouches 
can be attached to each other 
in any number & combination. 

THE TRIPLE THREAT 
IS THE ULTIMATE 

in concealment, safely, speed and comfort. Designed 
by noted handgun writer, Jerry Ahern. Highly secure 
against "gun snatching" but opens quickly to owner's 
draw. Premium leather. Open end. Fully adjustable 
harness can be removed from under coat without 
removing garment. Designed for popular autos and 
revolvers. Specify model. 

A 95 Add $3 shipping in U.S. Foreign orders add 
*7*" 10%. Lett handed, same price. Visa, Master- 

Card, phone, mail orders accepted. Fla. res. add 4% tax 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

JllUlY-RlG 

Holsters 


P.O. Box 1928, Daytona Beach, Fla. 32015 
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ONE 


of the best 
SURUIUAL 
MANUALS 

ever published! 

- THE OFFICIAL - 

U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL MANUAL 
NOW YOU CAN MASTER THE ART OF 
SURVIVAL! One of the best and most au¬ 
thoritative manuals on survival you will 
ever read—a must for every emergency kit! 
Now with special permission we are able to 
publish it, as is, for the general public. This 
essential book contains all the information 
you need for the times of crises and forced 
evacuation. Its chapters thoroughly cover: 

• Survival in Areas Contaminated by Radi¬ 
ation • Survival on Land (Arctic, Subarctic, 
Desert, Tropics) • Survival at Sea • Survival 
on Sea Ice. 

When your life Is at stake can you afford 
to be without the very best??? NOW you will 
be buying the same official U.S. Air Force 
Survival Manual that has saved the lives of 
many downed U.S.A.F. pilots under all 
kinds of hostile and emergency conditions 
around the world. Proven superior over and 
over in the field of global survival. So you 
know it works. 

The timeless information of this book 
will show you what to do to survive when 
you are lost in the wild country, or if you 
were relocated from where you NOW live. 
You will receive vital information on Shelter; 
Food & Water; Quick and Safe Edibility 
Tests on Wild Plants; Clothing/Equipment; 
Health; First Aid; Signaling; Orientation (by 
sun & stars); Fire Making; Survival Weapons; 
Hunting; Fishing and Trapping; . . . and 
MUCH more. Well illustrated (over 350 de¬ 
tailed drawings, tables and maps). Easy to 
understand. 

This book is a must for every man or 
woman who is concerned about the safety 
and survival of their family during emer¬ 
gencies and the coming bad times! We think 
this book is so important that you should 
not only buy a copy for yourself but several 
to place into your car, RV, plane, home and 
for friends. 160 pgs. Over 350 illustrations. 

One copy — $8.95 ppd. 

3 or more — $6.95 each ppd. 

Why panic in a time of crises? Isn’t the 
small price worth your peace of mind? 

World Wide Publishing Corp., Dept.AAl 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, OR 97520 U.S.A. 

* —Special Discount Offer Coupon— 


. YES I want to be prepared. I enclose check 

| or M.O. for $_Please RUSH me 

postpaid: 

I (Foreign orders must send checks in U.S.$ 
drawn on a U.S. Bank.) 

| - U.S.A.F. Survival Manual(s) 

Name - 

| Address-.- 

City - —. . 


| State - Zip_ 

□ M/C □ VISA Exp. Date 
I Credit Card # - 


■10% discount on orders over $25* 


AA1 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Insofar as I was able to learn, there 
are no mercenaries (other than the 
pilots mentioned in the accompanying 
story) — and, indeed, no whites other 
than the Angolan Portuguese — 
serving with UNITA. If there are any, 
they technically would not be 
mercenaries, since neither UNITA 
officers nor men are paid. 

While UNITA troops are armed with 
a variety of equipment, the basic 
weapon for regular battalions is the 
AKM or one of its variants. In each 
squad, there seemed to be at least one 
RPG. Grenades of both the pineapple 
and stick types were observed. 

The armament of guerrilla groups 
and urban-terrorist rings tends to be 
more eclectic than that of the regular 
battalions. These carry AK-47s, 



ADVENTURERS 
TELEPHONE AND 
TEST SET 


CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RIKIQED. HON*REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 

$CQ With Shoping \ In* PDd 

DO CASH, CNfCK. MONET C-UDtH 

visa* * Master cMAHcr 1 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Gre*n Plastic Dial fn Handset style Test Set 
Push-Tone and Dial combined Test Set 
Battery powered Field Phones 
Sound powered Field Ptiones 
Telephones and Books on Telephones 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 

V let -Americ an 


109 Fir* Lana, N. Cap* Mijr. NJ 06204 


MILITARY 
COST HANDBOOK 
1981 

SECOND EDITION 

The most complete, pocket-sized, Mil¬ 
itary Cost Handbook available. Includes 
the average unit procurement costs for: 

• Aircraft, Missiles, Ships. 

• Tracked Combat Vehicles. 

• RPV/Drones. 

• Electronic Equipment (Radar, Sonar, 
Optical, etc.). 

• Support Equipment (Vehicles, Training 
Devices). 

• Ordinance (Guns, Torpedoes). 

In addition, we have included the physical 
and technical characteristics of the 
major weapon systems as well as data 
concerning Military Pay, Force Structure 
and Manpower. 

To order your copy, send prepaid $13.00. 
(includes postage and handling) $17.00 
for all other countries to: 


DATA SEARCH ASSOCIATES 
PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 8361 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 


.30-caliber U.S. carbines (provided in 
1975, courtesy of CIA), Ml rifles, 

Czech Brnos, British Enfields and a 
variety of handguns, of both Eastern 
and Western manufacture. 

Most of UNITA’s instructors are 
trained in Morocco. A few, such as 
Savimbi and some of his more senior 
lieutenants, were trained in communist 
China. A third and even smaller group 
was trained by the South Africans. 

Regular battalions are used only in 
set-piece battles, such as the assault 
on Mavinga. The 50-man guerrilla 
groups, which seldom act in teams of 
more than three units (150 men), are 
employed in tasks such as ambushing 
armored trains trying to shoot their 
way down the Benguela Railroad, and 
in bushwhacking MPLA/Cuban patrols. 
Urban guerrillas toss grenades into 
Cuban cantonments, lay mines and 
assault motor-transport parks. 

The tactics of the two sides are 
predicated on two facts: the MPLA and 
their Cuban/Russian/East German 
allies have a monopoly on armor and 
air power, which enables them to 
control the population centers and 
most of the principal communications 
arteries, at least during daylight hours. 
UNITA forces must assemble quietly 
for an assault, attack quickly and then 
disperse into the bush, setting up 
ambushes for the helicopter-borne 
troops and armored columns that 
usually can be counted on to come to 
the relief of beleaguered MPLA units. 

While UNITA has a few captured 
Stalin Organs (122mm rockets), 

SAM-7 missiles, 12.7mm dual-purpose 
guns, 75mm recoilless rifles and 
bazookas of both Eastern and Western 
manufacture, Savimbi has no artillery 
as such. 

From what I could see, UNITA 
suffered from no particular shortage of 
small-arms ammunition. Training 
exercises were conducted under live 
fire, and most soldiers seemed to have 
three or four magazines for their 
AKMs. 

UNITA soldiers are lightly but 
decently equipped: All have uniforms of 
a sort — hats, boots, a cartridge belt, 
a couple of canteens and a blanket or 
two. The larger camps have a hospital 
with a doctor or two in attendance. In 
the field, it’s pretty much just 
paramedics. 

The government's attempt to 
organize long-range penetration groups 
to operate within UNITA-held territory 
does not appear to have been effective, 
primarily because they do not know the 
country and cannot count on the local 
population for guides. — S.H. 


(End of Part I; To be continued . 
Next: Battle for Mavinga) 
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CLASSIFIED 



PRICE INCREASES — Effective the October 1981 issue 
(copy deadline 6/15/81): S1.00 per word per insertion — 
$20.00 minimum. Personals 50* per word — $10.00 
minimum. 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — 75* per word per inser- 
lion, — $15.00 minimum. Personals are 25* per word, 
$5.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit¬ 
tance. Insertion will not be made without payment. All 
ads MUST be received by the 15th of the fourth month 
preceding cover date (Oct. issue: copy deadline — 
6/15/81; on-sale date — 8/27/81). We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be ob¬ 
jectionable. Please type or print all ads. We do not fur¬ 
nish proofs. Include name and address in counting 
number of words. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. = one word; Box 
- one word; 693 = one word; Boulder = one word; Col¬ 
orado = one word; 80306 = one word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words are counted as two words. Readers 
of classified advertising are advised that SOF magazine 
does not have the ability to verify validity of every adver¬ 
tisement contained herein. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF¬ 
FERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN- 
SPECTOR. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


GUNS AVAILABLE AT WHOLESALE AND MANUFAC¬ 
TURERS’ PRICES. Confidential Suppliers List $5.00. Hor- 
ton, Box 08332SF, Milwaukee, Wl 53208. (46)_ 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr.. 1034 So. Claremont, 
Chicago, IL 60612. (48)__ 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32" diameter, water¬ 
proof. 10 feet $1.00 — 34 feet $3.00 — 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid. Other goodies. Catalog 25*. Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X. Wickenburg, AZ 85358. (49) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (including a free copy of a photo 
booklet "Vietnam Photos") $2.00. War two catalog $2.00. 
War Shop, Route 1, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (45) 

HANDCUFFS — Smith & Wesson $22.50 pair. Two 
$38.00. Leg irons $28.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (45)_ 

NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit, 
better jobs, new life! Complete book catalog 25* EDEN 
PRESS, Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (45) 

LE MERCENAIPE! Monthly newsletter for professionals. 
Hard intelligent e r T errorism, Communist subversion, 
Mercenary activities. Sample $1.00 or $10.00 per year. 
$13.00 overseas. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. (51) 
NUCLEAR WAR~SURVIVAL is possible. Send $1.00 for 

information. Life Science Systems, 4049 First Street, 
Livermore, CA 94550. (46)___ 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Stops up to Ml6, AK-47. Weighs 
21 h. pounds. Priced $85.00 up. CWS Enterprises, 3824 
Kidd, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96818. (45)_ 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS AND UNIT HISTORIES our 
specialty. Free List. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 
3107H, Nashville, TN 37219. (46)_ 

TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World’s finest tattooing equip¬ 
ment. Over twenty years of reliability. Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat- 
tooist. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. Spaulding & Rogers Mfg., Dept. SF, Voor- 
heesville, NY 121B6. (46)_ 

FIND OUT WHAT the liberal media won’t tell you! Be up- 
to-datn on r itional and international events. Subscribe 
to the Daily lews Digest for the stories that don’t come 
out of Washington and New York. To obtain this weekly 
digest of i* ormation, send $19 for a 5-week trial 
subscriptio A me-year subscription costs $150, or six 
months fc AC Send to Box 39027 — SOF, Phoenix, AZ 
85069, or 800-528-0559. (TO) _ 

WWII GER WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, he s, flags, uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $1 ».i (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar- 

burg, Wl 5o 12.(47) _ _ 

WWII GERMAN NEWSREELS, Kriegsmarine films, rare 
Third Reich features. Allied documentaries. Contem¬ 
porary Soviet a^my films on video cassettes. Send stagnp 
for free illus 'ated brochure. International Historic 
Films, P.O. Bo- 29035 nicago, IL 60629. (49) 


FIGHTING KNIVES: Bagwell, Crawford, Pardue, com¬ 
plete Randall selection. List prices, immediate delivery. 
Catalog $1.00. Kenefick, 19 Leander, Danielson, CT 
06239. (45) _ 

NINJA — wear the ancient caligraphy symbol of this 
legendary band of warriors and assassins on a circular 
silver metal pendant complete with chain. Send $8.50 to 
Ninja, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30328. _ 

ADVENTURERS — clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, leather goods, survival aids, knives, conceal¬ 
ment gear, ninja equipment, MAC/COBRAY/SIONICS 
goods for your profession or hobby. Send $2.00 (refund¬ 
able) to: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

GODZILLA’S DENTAL FLOSS - could be . but it’s 
better used as a garotte. Two steel loops connected by 
steel cable — guaranteed to turn heads. $10.00 each or 
3/$25.00 from: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

NINJA SUPPLY CATALOG night suits, climbing claws, 
foot spikes, calthrops. blowguns, reference 
material,shuriken, manriki and other difficult to locate 
equipmentfor the “invisible assassin.” Send $1.00 to 
Ninja, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30328. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, your design, low 
minimum. Identify, promote reward with emblems. Free 
booklet. Emblems, Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. (48) 

REGULATION INSIGNIAS - All military branches + 
police, all genuine. Over 700 items including rank, ser¬ 
vice wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches. 
Catalog $1.00 (refundable). Kaufman’s, Dept. A-58, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — flight jack¬ 
ets, field jackets, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. 
Genuine GL $1.00 (refundable with order). Kaufman’s, 
Dept. A-28, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

UNDERCOVER AGENTS NEEDED. Experience not es- 
sential. No need to relocate. Free details. The Recruiter, 
HJH organization, Suite 1325, Commerce Tower, 911 
Main Street, Kansas City, MO 64105. (45) 

SPECIAL FORCES COINS 11th, 20th at $5.00, 5th, 7th, 
10th, 19th at $7.00. Add $1.25 per order postage. Checks, 
VISA, Mastercharge. Phillips Military, West Monticello, 
Brookhaven, MS 39601. (48) 

GERMAN WWII GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and 
accessories for military, personal weapons. Catalog — 
$5. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (45) 

JAPANESE GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and ac¬ 
cessories for Japanese WWII weapons. Catalog — $5. 
ARISAKA, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (45) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS ... M-1943 Style Wehr- 
macht cap with insignia! Only $9.95. Postpaid. Catalog 
of pre-1945 relics, $5. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 
55006. (45) 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION! Hoard of silver bullion in¬ 
gots, bearing the Infamous German WWII eagle emblem. 
Excellent investments! Only $12.95, three for $35. 
SILVER INVESTORS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. 
(45)_ 

SCENARIOS FOR SALE. Tell us; what, when, where; we 
determine method, man power, ordnance, finances nec¬ 
essary. For details write: C.S. Enterprises, P.O. Box 415, 
Dept. J, Hartselle, AL 35640. (46) 

NINJA periodicals, original design short and long sleeve 
T’s, books, training camps. For information, send $1.00 
to SHADOWS OF IGA, P.O. Box 1947, Kettering, OH 
45429. (45) 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true location secret. Details: B.M.D., 
Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (45) 

BUILT TO KILL. Boot knife 6", full tang, 440 stainless, 
red, white, black Mlcarta. Lifetime Guarantee, Totally 
custom made by local maker. With sheath $29.95. 
Cheaper than an epoxy-handled imported boot. Dealers 
needed. CIC, Box 1006, Decatur, IL 62525. (45) 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS Bought/Sold/ 
Traded. Current list 50«: Subscription 8 issues $2.50. 
Vernon, Box 387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (54) 

SILENT, LIKE A WHISPER OfTTHE WIND - The 

blowgun ... an exotic weapon from the past for the 
adventurer of today. Substantial aluminum tube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec¬ 
tiles. The complete system $18.50 postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 


COURIER, Bodyguard, executive protection. Experienc¬ 
ed, anonymous, discreet & effective. WM, 5'10”, 165 lbs., 
expert karate, uendo, laido, Unife, small arms. Excellent 
legitimate cover. David Westman, P.O. Box 3172, Bel¬ 
lingham, WA 98227. (48) 

BUGGING, PHONE PHREAKING: Preassembled/Project 
Kits complete with all needed component accessories, 
easy to follow instructions, Much More! Send $1.00 for 
most fascinating catalogue of ‘Confidential’ electronic 
devices available anywhere! T.O.N.T.I. Systems, 537 
Jones, No. 8816, San Francisco, CA 94102. (49) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS, Alternate iden- 
tities, law enforcement type IDs, badges. List $2 (refund¬ 
able). C.W.L., Box 3230, Pasadena, CA 91103. (50) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $1.00 for illustrated police 
catalog. B-Pec, Dept. SF 181, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, 
CA 90706. (52) 

BRASS KNUCKLES PAPERWEIGHT — just like the ones 
you lost way back when ... but these are aluminum. 
Why carry the extra weight? $6.00 each or 3/S15.00 to: 
ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

UZI OWNERS! Here are the conversion plans you have 
been looking for! A complete report with detailed de¬ 
scriptions and drawings for converting your semi-auto¬ 
matic UZI into a selective fire semi or automatic weapon, 
with no reaching required! Send $20.00 to Somerville, 
P.O. Box 70402, Ft. Bragg, NC 28307. (45) 

FOREIGN MILITARY PARACHUTIST/ELITE INSfGNIA 

trade and sales list of over 80 nations, also includes 
foreign Aviation wings. Send long SASE to: Harry Pugh, 
5009 N. 24th St., Arlington, VA 22207. (45) 

U.S. ARMY RANGER HANDBOOK — $6.00. AFM BA-5, 
Survival! $8.00. Black Book of Improvised Munitions, 
Vol. I & II, $9.95 ea. $1.00 P&H. Krout, R183 Plank Rd. 
Somerset, PA 15501. (45) 

AT LAST! The one book you can not afford to be without! 
Combat Survival! 14 fact-filled chapters, 156 profusely il¬ 
lustrated pages! Large 816x11 format! Get it now! $12.95 
plus $1.00 P&H to Krout, R183 Plank Rd., Somerset, PA 
15501. (45) 

CHINESE FIREWORKS! Sources revealed. Wholesale, 
retail. Send $2 for list: TAYLOR, P.O. Box 2162, Williams¬ 
port, PA 17701. (45) 

Ts SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER- 

SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00, FM telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic re¬ 
corder switches $40.00, new 1981 catalog $2.00. Wynn 
Engineering Company, 8800 Hammerly, Suite 509, Hous¬ 
ton, TX 77080. COD Hot Line (713) 464-8170. (49) 

AMMO: .223 FMJ Military type. Clean, high quality. 1000 
rds., $145; 500 rd. $75; Prepaid. Orig. 48. 50,000 rds. on 
hand at all times for immediate delivery. Quantity prices 
available; Garvey Enterprises, Dept. XO, 2301 Westrldge, 
Plano, TX 75075. (49)_ 

VIETNAM FACT SHEET. Three tours in Nam I witnessed 
many hard to believe facts. For $3.00 and long SASE I 
will send you list of 10 facts. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
My name on fact sheet. P.O. Box 1662, Owensboro, KY 
42302. 

ED EPTING. Upon your retirement from the world of 
combat, the men you have led salute you as truly a man 
among men, and a soldier of fortune. 

COURIER, DRIVER AND DELIVERY SERVICE, may I help 
you? "Checker," P.O. Box 126, Buffalo, NY 14223. (46) 

BRITISH FORMER SPECIAL SERVICE and Para- 
Personnel. Available for military and security operations. 
Contact R.C. Ingram, International Security, 26 Farm 
Close, Bracknell, Berkshire, England. Telephone 
44-344-215-98. 

KILL OR BE KILLED train with professional expert in 
lethal methods of close quarter hand-to-hand combat 
and self defense. Combatant use of "Specialty Weap¬ 
ons" also taught. Tough "No-Bullshit Training." 
"Results Guaranteed." For brochure send $5.00 to 
Charles Hoffman, 64 Main Street, Tuckahoe, NY 10707. 

“THE SOUTHEAST ASIA CHRONICLES” - Over 100 
pages containing stories and photos about Special 
Forces and S.O.G. Operations in S.E. Asia, including the 
Phoenix Project, C.l.D.G. Operations, V.C./N.V.A. 
weapons and terror tactics. $10.00 plus $1.00 postage 
per copy. Sgt. Rod Hinsch, 9022 Poplar Avenue, Cotati, 
CA 94928. 
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U.S. ARMY RANGER BERETS, current issue Black Beret 
$15.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

U.S. 82nd AIRBORNE MAROON BERETS, current issue 
$15.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

U.S. LEAF CAMMO JUMPSUIT/COVERALLS, 1-pc. suit 
with 7 large pockets, new issue in Small-X-Large $53.00. 
A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


U.S. LEAF CAMMO JOGGING SHORTS, 100% cotton, 
X-Small-X-Large. $7.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. 


LIVE RECORDINGS! Special Forces Recon Team res¬ 
cued under fire during the Vietnam war. Five different 
rescues on ninety minute cassette, $10.00, R.J.R., Rt. 3, 
Box 2538, Magnolia. TX 77355. (47) 

SPECIAL SERVICES: mercenary, armed couriers, ex¬ 
ecutive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando 
raids, any high risk mission possible. Professionals 
ready to serve you. Contact: PAINTER, 3027 Ruth Street, 
Rockford, IL 61103. (48) 

THROWING KNIFE SPECIAL! “Pro Thro” throwing knife 
with perfect balance. 10” overall, stainless steel blade 
and rosewood handles. Sheath included $7.95-7V2” 
overall “Pro Thro” $6.95 or both for $12.95. 3 piece knife 
set, each 7” overall with sheath $5.95. Malayan throwing 
knife, 10” overall with Instructions $2.95. 24 page profes¬ 
sional knife throwing book $1.95. Please include $1.50 
postage and handling. Duffy Enterprises, P.O. Box 102, 
Bayville, NJ 08721. (46) 

THE RELIGION OF ODJN-A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the ancient faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, 
beliefs, history of worshipers of Thor and Odin. Only 
book of its kind. 155 pages, 9 illustrations, soft cover, 
$8.95. Viking House, P.O. Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041. 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/trad¬ 
ed. Current list 50c; subscription 1 year $4.50. Vernon, 
Box 387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (57) 

ARMY RADIOS: Genunie Gl main infantry units from 
Korea to Nam. RT-70 portable transceiver, 47-58 MHz 
FM, with handset: $37.50 apiece, $67.50/pair. Backpack 
radios, less accessories: PRC-9, 27-39 MHz FM, $47.50 
apiece; mint/unused; PRC-10, 38-54 MHz FM. $27.50 
apiece, $52.50 a pair. PRC-6 Walkie-Talkies, 47-54 MHz 
FM, $32.50/pair. Above units checked for operation; 
45-day replacement guarantee. Collectors Special: elec¬ 
tronically complete, repairable units, less accessories: 
PRC-10 $12.50 apiece, 3/$33.50; PRC-6 $7.50 a piece, 
5/$27.50. Please add $6.00 shipping-handling to total. All 
units come with complete schematic, commercial bat¬ 
tery and accessory information. Stephens-Mititronics, 
Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (46) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Lightweight, concealable, ex¬ 
cellent stopping power. Priced from $85.00. Ballistic 
material sample: $3.00. CWS, 3824 Kidd, Honolulu, HI 
968 18. (51) ___ ___ 

ADVENTURE. Worldwide travelling without fares, 
without hotel bills. Details $3.00 (refundable). D. Bren¬ 
nan, Box 400, Station Z, Toronto, Canada, M5N 2Z5. 
TOUGH, ^MARINE SERGEANT wants to join private 

Thailand bound army. Passport and 782 gear T.M.C., 
P.O. Box 20553, West Valley City, UT 84120. (46) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $3.00. Police catalog $2.00. Schles- 
'singer, 415 East 52nd Street, New York, NY 10022. 

TWO SISTERS, 19, 22, mother RN 50, and 4~Appaloosa 

horses, wish mercenary cavalry and mechanic’s training. 
Much riding, tittle weapons experience, some French, 
Russian, German, Greek, Hebrew, Arabic; 91%-89% on 
Air Force ASVAB. Circus, 2800 71st Street, Downers 
Grove, IL 60515. 

BOOKS ON WWII, KOREA, VIETNAM. Also on mercen¬ 
aries, CIA maps and war movies. For more information 
send SASE to: ELITE BOOKSTORE, 3700 28th Street, 
Lot 182, Dept. SF, Sioux City, 1A 51105. (47) 

BASIC SURVIVAL FORMULAS Pharmacist reveals how 
to mix your own non-prescription medications. Booklet 
contains 10 categories with detailed directions for mix¬ 
ing, application and storage. Satisfaction guaranteed! 
Send $3.00 to: R. Whisenhunt R. Ph., P.O. Box 17498, 
Memphis, TN 38117. 


D.M.S.O. as seen on 60 minutes and Good Morning 
America. Sold as “solvent.” 4 oz. $8.95; 8 oz. $16.50 pp, 
Add $1.00 to rush shipment. Send to: M Sullivan, P.O. 
Box 447, Big Slone Gap, VA 24219. 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ll^ 

VESTIGATORS — An organization dedicated to those 
employed, interested, or a student in the field of in¬ 
vestigations. For membership information write to: 
ASPI, Box 41446-A, Chicago, IL 60641. (46) 

VIDEOPHOTOGRAPHERS: Will go anywhere, tape 
anything. Contact BATS, 933 Central Avenue, Alameda, 
CA 94501. (47) 

SOF CONVENTION VIDEOTAPE: A two-hour tape of the 
Columbia convention; speeches, shootings, interviews, 
banquet, awards. $24.95 plus $2.00 postage to: BATS, 
933 Central Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501. (47) 

ACTUAL POLICE ACADEMY TRAINING MANUAL. Com¬ 
plete course, including firearms combat training. 
Become a police officer! Mythos Publications-B, Box 
7302, Akron, OH 44306. $6.00 (45) 


INTERESTED IN MILITARY INSIGNIA? Subscribe to the 
Military Auction. $15.00 for 6 catalogues. Sample copy 
$3.00. THE MILITARY AUCTION, 16 W. 331 Jackson St., 
Hinsdale, IL 60521 

HYPNOTIZE ANYONE IN 10 SECONDS! Book teaches 
all aspects of hypnosis! Enhance sexual bliss, obtain 
information, dieting, stop smoking, and more. Mythos 
Publications-A, Box 7302, Akron, OH 44306. (45) 

THE COMMANDO CROSSBOW, the ultimate silent and 
accurate killer. For Commando, S.W.A.T. or survival 
poaching. For Cat. send $1.00 to : R.W. Dist., P.O. Box 
1817, Des Plaines, 1^60018. (46) 

SPECIAL FORCES CREST; $3.00. Parachutists Badge — 
$2.50; 101st or 82nd Airborne Crest — $3.00; patches — 
$1.50. Catalog over 700 items — $1.00. All genuine. Add 
50$ shipping each insignia. Kaufman's, Dept. A-48, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

EXPERIENCE all the enjoyment of WW2 miniatures war¬ 
gaming! $1.50 brings you a descriptive brochure, price 
list and your own, personal (miniature) tank! Write CSS, 
2211 -18th Street, San Francisco, CA 94107. (46) 

CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH GENUINE GL Manufactured for 
military combat clothing. USMC/Vietnam leaf pattern or 
U.S. military's newest Woodland pattern. Free swatches, 
details, price list. Send stamped envelope. Kaufman’s, 
Dept. A-68, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK DOG S/Wild Pig Hunting. 
Large breed A.K.C. pups, occasionally available for ship¬ 
ment to mainland (as seen in SOF Jan. ’81). Pig hunts 
island style, knife & dogs. MacMurray, P.O. Box 711, 
Pahala, HI 96777. (46) 

MINI-14 MILITARY MODEL with 3-shot burst-fire, detail- 
ed comparison report with drawings, $3. ATOMS, Box 
582, Buena Park, CA 90261. (46) 

VIET-NAM ERA VET (SF) 70-74. Will consider short term 
contracts. I will not waste your time or money, so don’t 
waste mine. Toori, P.O. Box 26425, Tucson, AZ 85726. 

FEMALE, 26, 4 years USAF, 2 years Tx training, Airborne 
qualified, “C" license parachutist, private pilot, A&P 
mechanic, valid passport. Seeking hazardous or mere 
employment. Spillman, 8515 Eden Valley, Dallas, TX 
75217. 

SWASTIKA FLAG 3’x5’ $29.50. Free list of records, 

medals, books, etc. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 
6414-SF, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

CUSTOM DESIGNED ’Nam leaf camouflage vests and 
jackets. Will build compartments to suit your weapon 
and ammunition needs. Also available in several solid 
colors. Up & Down Shop, (214) 577-0310/0311. 

EXPERT PARKERIZING - To~Military Specification 

16232 — Type M. For military, police, collector, hunting, 
or survival weapons. Identical to finish found on U.S. 
military arms. Prices: Handguns, $25; Rifles, $35; 
Shotguns, $40; Ml Carbine, Garand, MIA, $35. All other 
semi-autos, $45. Ship handguns through dealer, all 
others direct. All orders shipped UPS, COD, FOB, 
Oreland, PA. Satisfaction Guaranteed — Technical data 
available on request. Philadelphia Ordnance Depot, Inc., 
Oreland Industrial Park, Oreland, PA 19075 (215) 
576*0259. 

ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25/acre!~ Canadian Land 

$1.00/acre! Repossessed homes $1.00 plus repairs! 
Each report $2.00. All $5.00 homestead, P.O. Box 
5741-SOF, Yuma, AZ 85364. (47) _ 

SURVIVAL LIST. Must list of KEY and ESSENTIAL items 
that you can’t do without. Don’t find out when your cash 
is worthless. Only $2.00. SURVIVAL, P O. Box 301, Clear- 
field, PA 16830. _ 

MERCENARIES! Don't be caught dead without these! 
Sold in U.S,, Canada, England, Australia, and South 
Africa! “V1ET-CONG MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS” - 
$8.95, “AMBUSH!” — $7.95; “LAND NAVIGATION” - 
$7.95; all written by an ex-Marine recon sgt. to keep you 
alive in hostile territory! 25% discount to all military — 

T. N.T. Publications, P.O. Box 2046, Orlando, FL 32802. 

U. S. LEAF CAMMO HANDKERCHIEF/Bandanna, $2.50; 
3for $6.00. A.H.A.. P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

FREE TO SERIOUS SHOOTERS Better performance and 
protection lor your weapons. Self-addressed stamped 
envelope brings FREE sample of the heart of our 
firearms maintenance system. State Caliber. DO IT 
NOW. M.G.O., P.O. Box 2178-F, Edison, NJ 08837. 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, current issue with 
Flash & Crest. $17.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. M.C. & VISA. 


BERETS OF THE WILD GEESE, enlisted $17.00, Officer’s 
$21.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. M.C. & 
VISA. 


U.S. LEAF CAMMO T-SHIRTS, top quality, $6.00; 3 for 
$17.00; A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES FATIGUES, new jungle fatigues 
sizes small—X*Large. Vietnam Camo Pattern $38.00 per 
suit. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC - Free original German 
WWII relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German 
flags, uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Il¬ 
lustrated catalog, only $10.00. MILITARIA, Box 21-DN, 
Grandy, MN 55029. (47) 


ELECTRONIC DETONATION, wiretapping, bugging, 
counter-measure techniques, timers, remote control, ex¬ 
otic alarm systems and more. Send $2.00 for our fascina¬ 
ting catalog of educational materials. Alternative Tech¬ 
nologies, P.O. Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. (46) 

MILITARY KNIVES. Genuine issue, with sheaths. USMC 
Combat knife $18.50, U.S. Air Force Survival knife, 
w/sharpening stone $16.00, British Skyes-Fairbairn knife 
$24.00, Israeli Combat knife (RARE) $50.00, British Army 
Survival knife (RARE) $65.00, German Army Combat 
knife $25.00, Austrian Army Combat knife $19.00. USMC 
Pocket knife, stainless steel $10.00, U.S. Gov’t, 
machette, 18” long $12.00 (no sheath). A.H.A., P.O. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

CUSTOM KNIVES. Send your specifications and SASE 
for free estimate. Damascus Steel available. Daniel 
Tokar, Box 523, Brownsville, PA 15417. 

FIREARMS HOMEMADE. Easy! From hardware store 
materials. Plans $2.00. Also survival newsletter, books. 
Real World, Box 335, Branson, MO 65616. (46) 

WWI SOUVENIR BUCKLE. Magnificent, full-sized 
reproduction of Mode! U.S. 1918 spiked brass knucks 
Irench knife handle. Specify belt width. $12.00: KOM- 
MANNDO LTD., 13669 Apple Drive, Fruitport, Ml 49415. 

CAMILLUS “State Trooper” folding hunter. 8” overall 
length; walnut handle, embossed leather sheath. $20.00 
ppd, while supply lasts. CFG Cutlery, 38 Main St., 
Shelbyvile, KY 40065._ 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT. A newsletter of SOF, security, 
intelligence, police job opportunities. Current issue, 
$2.0Q. 823Vz N. Penn St., Allentown, PA 18102. 

SURVIVAL FOODS. Be prepared for emergencies. Light 
weight, nitrogen packed, long-term storage. For im¬ 
mediate information send four stamps to: PSI, P.O. Box 
9751, Colorado Springs, CO 80932. 

THE ULTIMATE SURVIVAL FOOD. Spiralina Plankton - 
lightweight, high protein infinite shelflife. Discount on 
bulk orders. Send 25$ or SASE for information, sample 
five dollars, Steven Junkins, 48 White Avenue, South 
Nyack, NY 10960. 


PARACHUTIST AND ELITE INSIGNIA Worldwide Photo- 
Illustrated Catalog $3.00. FOX MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
CO., 16 W. 331 Jackson St., Hinsdale, IL 60521, 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available — phone number, remail¬ 
ing, mail forwarding and more. For information enclose a 
stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (47) 

HANDCUFFS! $13.50 pair postpaid; two $25.00. 
Lightweight double-lock handcuffs that compare to 
$24.95 handcuffs. Cold roiled steel, chrome plated, two 
keys. Best Sports Supplier, Box 492-SF, Hazelwood, MO 
63042. (47) 

MENTAL TRAINING OF A WARRIOR Mercenary 
Survival-Special Forces, Rangers, Airborne, study this 
book. By MIKE ECHAN1S’ Instructor, John LaTourrette. 
Could be best available book on Professional Tactics, In¬ 
visibility, Stalking, Striking Secrets. $9.95 + 90$ PSH, or 
$1 SASE for details. Warrior Publications, 2511 N. 31st 
Street, Boise, ID 83703. 

GROUP FORMED — Have heavy weapon platoon and 
two “A” teams for hire. Specialty AT-AP all personnel 
military trained. Can furnish own gear-weapons. Expen¬ 
sive. Contact: Capt. Whitehead, 330 South Clinton 
Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46802. 

TOMAHAWKS: Silent, deadlier than a knife. How to 
throw. How to make or buy. Clubs to join. Trick throws. 
Games to play. How to win money. $3.00. Colonel Dan, 
2505 Academy Ave., Holmes, PA 19043. 

SECRET HISTORY shacking liberal coup d’etat within 
American Legion. $1.00 for leaflets: Box 4357, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94101. 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERCENARIES 

invites you to join us now. Are you seeking a life of 
adventure? Register with other brothers of adventure 
worldwide. For free information and application form, 
send self-addressed stamped envelope to: LB.O.V... P.O. 
Box 5f, Richboro, PA 18954. (47) 

NEVER BEFORE IN PRE N T! K UNG FU — can your CUE be 
felt 25 feet away? “KUAN SHli: The Ancient Taoist Box¬ 
ing” shows how it can be done. Taoist internal Kung Fu; 
no meditation or breathing exercises. $8.95 each. Shan- 
nach, Dept. 7, 432 South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 
74127. (47) 

MONOGRAPHS — an extension of the book “Juan 
Shu.” Each Monograph takes a certain aspect of the 
basic study and gives more data and exercises to ex¬ 
pand your training. #1 “CHE,” #2 “STANDING,” #3 USE 
OF CHI TO DEVELOP PUNCHING," #4 “FORM," #5 
“THE CLOSED FIST,” #6 “FORM AND NO-FORM,” $2.50 
each or full set of 6 only $12.00. Shannach, Dept. 7, 432 
South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (47) 

MONOGRAPHS (second set) gives stilt more data and 
exercises on JUAN SHU. #7 “BASICS OF KICKING,” #8 
“BLINDFOLDED,” #9 “INCH PUNCH,” #10 “ART OF IN¬ 
VISIBILITY,” #11 “LAMA PALM,” #12 “WEIGHT LIFTING 
METHODS OF THE BOXERS OF INDIA." $3.00 each or 
full set of 6 only $15.00. Shannach, Dept. 7, 432 South 51 
West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (47) 
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THREE NEW BOOKLETS: “STANDING CHI KUNG OF 
KUAN SHU" — illustrations of ail eight standing posi¬ 
tions, plus some long awaited data on how Ninja used 
the elements to aid them. $5.85 each. “WALKING” — 
the use of water, fire, etc. to aid you. $4.85 each. “PRO¬ 
NE CHI KUNG OF KUAN SHU” - more value for time 
spent than any other form of exercise I’ve ever seen. 
$5.25 each. Send money order to Shannach, Dept. 7, 432 
South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (47) 

KNIFE FIGHTERS—“CORSICAN STEEL” — complete 
manual of exercises for the knife fighters. Tips and 
techniques of Marseille street fighters for knife work. 
$8.95 each. Shannach, Dept. 7, 432 South 51 West 
Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (47) 

GOLD STOCKS — Domestic, Canadian, and South 
African; gold coin speculation; gold and silver bullion; 
currency hedging; banking in Switzerland, Bahamas, 
Lichtenstein; money market opportunities; unusual 
monetary sanctuaries; sophisticated interpretation of 
banking statistics and interest rates. Here’s how to find 
out what the experts are advising on this important sub¬ 
ject. A selection of 20 sample subscriptions to a variety 
of these specialized advisory services for $23.00. To 
order the 20 sample subscriptions, merely send your 
name and address, together with this ad and your $23.00 
remittance to: Center for Business Information, Box 
5474, New York, NY 10163._ 

TEAM FOR HIRE. Available for rescue, courier, 
clandestine investigations and bodyguard. No 
assassinations. Contact Tom, P.O. Box 234, Cosmos, 
MN 56228. (47) 

SEAFARING EMPLOYMENT ON LOUISIANA OILSER- 
VICE VESSELS. Fast expansion of non-union card entry 
and licensed jobs covered in “Offshore Crewmans 
Newsletter,” #2, Outlook, wages, hiring practices, train¬ 
ing. $3.00 (M.O.). Offshore Research Service, Box 
2606NSUC, Thibodaux, LA 70301. 

COLLECTOR’S MILITARY INSIGNIA AT BARGAIN 
PRICES. One year lists $3.00. THE INSIGNIA BULLETIN, 
P.O. Box 192, Hinsdale, IL 60521. (47) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P,0. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (56)_ 

OFFICIAL CIA MAPS. Originals, not copies. Name coun¬ 
tries wanted. Send $5.00. Quantel, P.O. Box 28145, 
Washington, D.C. 20005. (46) 

SURVIVE A NUCLEAR DISASTER! We provide a full line 
of radiation detection equipment for detecting fallout or 
radiation. Avoid contamination easily. Full nuclear sur¬ 
vival instructions and map of blast areas also available. 
Write for free information. NUCLEAR EMERGENCY SER¬ 
VICES, Dept. SF-3, P.O. Box 25101, Portland, OR 97225. 
(48)_ 

FOOD STORAGE — 15 years shelf life. Prompt shipment 
nationwide. Free catalog. Long Life Survival Food Pro¬ 
ducts, Inc., 1123 SF Pinehurst Road, Dunedin, FL 33528. 
(46)_ 

IDENTIFICATION CARDS. Agent, officer, employee. 
Clip-on badge, card case types. Official appearance. 
SEALS emblems available, SASE for FREE samples. 
RELIANCE, Box 4582, Stockton, CA 95204. 

AUSTRALIA WANTS YOU. $50,000 jobs, travel 
assistance available. For current and complete informa¬ 
tion send $3.00 to Canyon Press, P.O. Box 30355, Bill¬ 
ings, MT 59107. 

ORIGINAL WWI GERMAN EGG HAND GRENADES. 

Seldom found trench grenades In excellent condition, 
complete with detonator (demilitarised). Send $30.00. 5 
for $120.00. Loosvelt R. Ringlaan, 12 8720 Kuurne, 
Belgium. 

DRIVER’S LICENSES with instant camera. Police 
manual outlines procedures, step-by-step. Illustrations, 
supply sources. Anyone can do It, $7.50 postpaid (Free 
details-SASE). RELIANCE, Box 4582, Stockton, CA 
95204. 

LEAD-WEIGHTED BOOT BILLY! 1016” hardwood, w/clip. 
$11.95. SPIKED BRASS KNUCKS! $10.95. KOMMANN- 
DO LTD., 13669 Apple Drive, Fruitport. Ml 49415. 

NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME! 
Eliminate the MIDDLE-MAN! New Gun Dealers Instruc¬ 
tion course, 23 Chapters, all application forms, $4.95; 
Federal Laws, $2.00; Your State Laws, $2.00; Directory 
500 Wholesalers, $3.50; Class 03 License Manual, forms, 
$3.00. Dealer Record Books: Firearms or Ammo, $4.95; 
Obtain Concealed Gun Permits, $2,00; Catalog $1.00, 
VISA/MASTEP CARD accepted. REDDICK, 1821-H 
Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 

DEADLY SELF-DEFENSE implement easily made at 
home for under $5.00. Legal. Carry In pocket or openly 
without suspicion. Appears harmless but attacker sur¬ 
prised, confused, foiled. Free details. Department 
SQF-1, 3438 Clearview Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46208. 

NIGHT VISION — repairs made, infrared scopes and 
parts available, especially earlier collector’s modejs. 
$1.00 and SASE for scope and viewer information. SASE 
with your parts, repair inquiries. Sam Bases, Box 113F 
Centuck, Yonkers, NY 10710. 

BEAT OPEC! Make your own gasohol with legal still! 
Send $1.00 for guaranteed double refundable offer! 
Research, Drawer AF, University, AL 35486. (46) 


SPECIAL SERVICES — Vietnam Vet available for armed 
courier, bodyguard, escort, or other short-term contract 
work if price is right. Work alone or with partner. We are 
well trained in security and small arms. Can do the job 
right. SAM, P.O. Box 79, Washington, MO 63090. (46) 

SEX & VIOLENCE. Now that we have your attention, is 
your lock blade folding knife stiff and hard to open with a 
one handed flick? Send for our slick-flick kit to custom 
hone the action (without disassembly). Kit complete 
with instructions $3.00. D. McBride. P.O. Box 1025, Drex- 
el Hill, PA 19026. 

CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAGS. 100% cotton, 12"x18” 
only $5.00. 2’x3’ $10.75. Huge 3’x5’ only $12.00 ppd. Free 
price list. Caudill’s, 2896 Tropicana Blvd. North, Naples, 
FL 33999. _ 

BADGES. Custom made — your specifications. Huge 
selection. Badge cases. Send $3.00 (refundable) for 60 
page color catalog. Immediate shipment. RELIANCE, 
Bo* 4582A, Stockton, CA 95204. _ 

JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS available through government 
agencies, many sell for under $200.00. Cal! (602) 
941-8014 Ext. 1330 for your directory on how to pur¬ 
chase. (46) ___ _ 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR’S BASIC MANUAL Profes¬ 

sional textbook for investigative personnel. Contains 
basic information necessary to conduct investigations 
with reasonable professional efficiency. Hardbound 185 
pages $20.00 to: Dallas Associates. 426 Marlin, Royal 
Oak, Ml 48067. (47) 

SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT: — “World’s Greatest Se¬ 
lection". Wiretapping Transmitter, $25.00. Microelec¬ 
tronic Wireless Bugging Transmitter, $75.00. Sound Acti¬ 
vated Recorder, $125.00. Video Probe, $25.00. Telephone 
Listening Device, $35.00. Telephone Eavesdropping 
Countermeasure, $75.00. Electronic Warfare Tactics 
Manual, $10.00. Professional Equipment Catalogue, 
$5.00. General Catalogue, $2.00. Send check or money 
order: MiCROTRON INDUSTRIES LTD., Box 6396, Wheel¬ 
ing, WV 26003. (All products guaranteed) “Immediate 
Delivery!” 

HAVE TYPE WILL SET! Books 2<p per word; Circulars 
{800 words!) $25; Ads $4.00! Can do it ail — including 
newspapers! Pennsylvania Success, Box 14190, D71, 
Philadelphia, PA 19138. ___ 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Cross of Gallantry or Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. Original four color 
form. (Not a photocopy.) Suitable for framing. $3.00 
each, both $5.00. John Bcrndsen, 909 Noah, St. Louis, 
MO 63135. _ __ 

SURVIVALISTS: W/M wants position as retreat caretaker 
and your back-up. Basic skills: U.S.A. B.I.T., uniformed 
armed security, carpentry, and communal living. R.E. 
Davis, 61 8th Street, #6, Oakland, CA 94607. 

ATTENTION! Survival School, learn survival skills, 
weapons, hand-to-hand combat, bartering, first aid and 
many other survival skills. Write for information and 
send to ARMAGEDDON SURVIVAL SCHOOL, 1570 Jas¬ 
mine Way, Morgan Hill, CA 95037. (47) __ 

FOR COMMANDOS AND ASSAULT FORCES ONLY! 

Rangers, Raiders, Marauders, and Pathfinders need tac¬ 
tical communications. Secure communications will get 
the SITREP to authorized persons, TAC-COM has U.S. 
Army Signal Security for tactical communications. 
Details: TAC-COM, P.O. Box 3255-SF, York, PA 17402. 

SURVIVAL/SECURITY MANUALS. Colt .45 Auto manual. 
Reprint of classic government document. A must for the 
serious survivalist. $6.00. Send SASE for information on 
other manuals. TREDCOM, Box 525-B, Somerset, KY 
42501. 


NIGHT VISION BATTERIES — for Starlight and Infrared 
scopes and viewers: BA-1533/U for PVS-9, $12.50 plus 
$1.50 postage; BA-1312/U for AN/PAS-5 binoculars, 9902 
metascope, $4.00 plus $1.50; BA-110U for PVS-2, $21.50; 
RM-3 for P-161, $7.50; BB-429/U for 9903, P-155, $39.00; 
BB241/U for M-3/20,000 volt sniperscope, $36.50. Sam 
Bases, Box 113-F Centuck, Yonkers, NY 10710. 

MERC EMPLOYMENT WANTED. Will do anything for the 
right price; combat exercise abroad and stateside. 
Robert Perea, 379 Cypress Drive #6, Laguna Beach, CA 
92651. __ 

WANTED: Qualified operatives. Full and part-time posi¬ 
tions available. TBPIPSA license A2842. STALL, P.O. Box 
51, League City, TX 77573. 

SAVE AMERICA FROM COMMUNISM - Two year study 
shows how “Red Rules for Revolution" are working in 
America. Rejected by eleven book publishers, now 
author-published at last. The real enemy exposed! 
$10.00. Herman Publishing, 15736 Lorain, Cleveland, OH 
44111. (47) 

EX-INTELLIGENCE TYPE wants high risk, cash only con¬ 
tracts. Will do anything in the U.S. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Courier also. Sgt. T. 5120 Meadow Creek 
Drive, Austin, TX 78750, or call (512),442-0618. (46) 

EX-MARINE, Nam vet, discreet, devious minded, goes 
anywhere, does anything. Personal contracts. P.O. Box 
41051, Chicago, IL 60641 _ 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED. Will do job (anything) any¬ 
where. Total discretion. Any offer $20,000 or more is OK. 
Write: P.O. Box 5311, Falmouth, VA 22401. 


EX-BRITISH SOLDIER wants mercenary or bodyguard 
work, if price is right. Expert small arms. Total discre¬ 
tion. J.S., 33 Windsor Close, Shaw Cross, Dewsbury, 
West Yorkshire, ENGLAND. 

10 NEW DIRTY TRICKS with butane cirgarette lighters. 
Send $2.00 for complete details. PEMCO, 2505 Ingersol, 
Pasadena, TX 77506. (46) 

FORMER DETECTIVE’S SKILLS FOR SALE. Profes ¬ 
sional educated expensive. I’m good at it. Overt/covert I 
work alone. Discreet action. P.O. Box 161, Heavener, OK 
74937. (45) 
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IN FULL COLOR < SEALED IN PLASTIC 

ALL STATIS A PROVINCES 
— FREE BiRTH CERTIFICATE— 
24-Hour Service • Moneybaclc Guarantee 
SEND SS.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
Birthdate & Small Photo. 

UNAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. 362 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207 


PHOTO IDP 


KICK-PUNCH 

KARATE 



American Kick-Punch Karate Is a creation; an American version of the widely 
practiced and most respected art of Karate.'This art was originated by the 
AKP Karate Federation as a means to provide American citaens with a conven¬ 
ient and inexpensive way to practice, learn & ultimately achieve the rank o! 

'BLACK BELT” in our own ‘AMERICAN” lorm of the art. AKP Karate has 
evolved as one of the most effective menthods of weaponless seil-delense, a 
superb method of maintaining physical fitness, and an exciting & growing 
sport within the United States. 


This course is no gimmick! Wb offer no “Secret Tricks" or “*lron-MuscT8" 
methods. We teach sound techniques of self-defense. By completing 
scheduled training, you will devolop the agility and ability to defend yourself 
against alt types of attachers! AKP Karate methods at training are designed to 
promote courage, humility and confidence, and are practiced by men, women 
and children of all ages. 


Course completion through resident classes and/or home study will lead to 
permanent award uf the rank of "BLACK BELT” In American Kick-Punch 
Karate. 


AKP KARATE FEDERATION 79 

POST OFFICE BOX 21B21 
GREENSBORO. NC 27420 

Please rush brochure on how "1” can earn my BLACK BELT quickly and easily 
in the newest and most exciting maitiat art— AMERICAN KICK PUNCH 
KARATE*! Enclosed find S1.00 to cover postage and handling. 

NAME _ .... 

ADDRESS.- 

CITY..STATE, Zl* 1 .. 


‘THE AMERICAN MARTIAL ART” 


JULY/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 95 






































































Randall and Custom Knives 



For survival, fighting and general use. 
Large selection for immediate delivery. 
Satisfaction guaranteed by our return 
policy. Complete coupon and send $3 for 
glossy color photos and detailed list. 

NORDIC KNIVES 
1634C-4 COPENHAGEN DRIVE 
SOLVANG, CA. 93463 


RUSH Photos and List to: 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _State. 

□ $2 enclosed. Zip_ 
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Dealer Inquiries 
Irwiled 


* Prelection in your y 
p-ackat or purse. 

■ Weighs loss than £ 
a-na ounce. 

* Machined from solid 
aluminum bar slock. 

■ Available in 
Women's size (fils 
most women) 

* Man's Madtum. 

Large hi Is most 
men) and E*lra Large 


Plus .50 for postage am 
handling. Two KARATE 
KEYS: SI4.00 inch 
postage and handling. 


KARATE KEY, DEPT. 181D 
P.O, Box 21033 
Ft. Lauderdale, FLA 33335 


Hoi for sale In stales where prohibited by law. 


DEPENDABLE 

FINEST PISTOL 

St RIFLE CLIPS ■* *— - \mSF i 
STEEL FABRICATED I % ^ 

Featuring ENtended Clips far many Pistols & 
Rifles New & Did Models 

SPORTING - SURVIVAL + MILITARY 
Remington. Roger. Drowning.. HK, H & R, 
Marlin, Explorer and many more! 


r 

II n 

mi 


ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE" 

For answers to your questions, send self addressed 
stamped envelope. For UP DATED production price 
list, include 3 Bucks to cover our expenses. Will ig¬ 
nore inquiries without cover cost. For foreign mail, 
pnra is $3.75. 


D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P.O. Bov 4570 "B - 
Oown«y, Calltoml* 90241 USA 
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House of Weapons ..81 

Jackass Leather..81 

Janus Press... . 21 

Jerry Rig Holsters. 91 

Karate Key.. 96 

Kaufman’s West... 4 

Ken Hale.. .89 

Kingsbery Manufacturing.77 

Larc International.88 

L.E.A. 76 

Long Survival Publications. 90 

Magnus Training Center. ,85 

Marine Military Academy..... .... 78 

Military Book Club {Doubleday). 5 

Military Graphics.. 74 

Natchez Shooters Supplies.Cover2 

National Alliance Books Service...96 

National Printing Service.77 

Nitex ......................... 8 

Nordic Knives.96 

North American School of Firearms...89 

Odin International. 7 

Ouellette, Michel .. 95 

Pachmayr Gun Works..72 

Paladin Press . . , ,. 1 

Parallex Corporation. 9 

Patco Enterprises... 79 

Personal Safety, Inc. 83 

PFM.Inc. .. ... .... 87,90 

Phoenix.....Cover 3 

Police Sciences Institute..77 

Powder Burn Products...90 

Power Service.96 

Precision Sports. 6 

RDI ... 91 

Ray's Surplus. 77 

Rigid Knives ..... ■ ■ ■ 4 

Rouse School....... .. 87 

R &R Enterprises. . 64 

Search & Rescue .. .85 

Second Chance Body Armor...87 

Sentinel Sales.86 

Shade. 8 

Shawnee Chemical. 86 

SOF Back Issues.64 

SOF Subscriptions..33 

Southeastern Surplus. 67 

Starlight Training Center. 68 

T & G Enterprises ... 83 

U.S. Optics ... 19 

United Safety Supply.67 

U.S. Cavalry Stores. 88 

U.S.I. Corporation.79 

Vantage Press...89 

Viet-American.92 

Wichita Arms... 83 

Wilson’s Gun Shop. 82 

World Wide Publishing. 92 

World War II Products.... 81,96 


MILITARY & ASSAULT 
RIFLES 

H & K 91, H & K 93, AR-15, CAR-15, AR-180, MIA, 
AR-10, FN FAL, MINI-14 F.N., CAL MAC 10 
PISTOLS & CARBINES, COMPLETE LINE OF H & 
K, AR-15, MIA & MAC 10 ACC INSTROCK AT ALL 
TIMES, WEB GEAR, ALICE EQUIP., LRPRA- 
TIONS. SURVIVAL BOOKS & SURVIVAL EQUIP. 
RANDAL FIGHTING KNIVES 

s.h'o.t. 

SURVIVAL HOPE OF TOMORROW 
Div. Of Nimrod Industries 

CALL OR WRITE ABOUT YOUR NEEDS & WANTS 

(516) 294-9070 
117 Mineola Blvd. Mineola N.Y. 11501 


HARD TO FIND USED ELECTRIC METERS. 
ALSO NEW MANUAL DESCRIBING HOW 
OTHERS ARE COMPLETELY STOPPING, 
SLOWING, EVEN REVERSING THEIR HOME. 
WORK OR FARM METERS SAVING MILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS. FOR INFORMATION AND 
EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. INFOR¬ 
MATION $1.00 OR COMPLETE MANUAL 
$9.95 

Power Services 

Box 4 15F 

Watkinsvjlle. Ga. 30677 


NAZI S-S Officer’s Belt Buckle 

Hand finished in line silver plate (with fasteners modified to lit 
any 1*%" belt). Only 
$13.00 postpaid. Our Nbw 
224 page fully illustrated 
relic collectors catalog = 
$3.00 free with order. 
W.W. #2 Ltd. 

Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis, MO 63158 


Urban guerrilla war and 
nuclear terror in Amer¬ 
ica in the 1980's . . . 

Earl Turner and his 
fellow patriots in 
the Organization are 
forced underground 
when the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment bans the 
private possession 
of firearms and sta¬ 
ges the mass Gun 
Raids to round up 
suspected gun own¬ 
ers. The hated E- 
quality Police begin 
hunting themdown, 
but the Organiza- 
tionfightsbackwith 
acampaignof sabo¬ 
tage and assassina¬ 
tion. The ingenuity 
and boldness of 
Turner and his comrades in devising and 
executing new methods of guerrilla war lead to 
a climax of cataclysmic intensity and world¬ 
wide scope. The Turner Diaries Is a book unlike 
any you’ve ever read I 

Author Andrew Macdonald is a 
nuclear physicist and an expert in 
improvised munitions, terrorist gad¬ 
gets, and military/industrial sabo¬ 
tage. His descriptions of devices and 
techniques are graphic and detailed. 
His scenario is terrifyingly realistic. 

THE TURNER DIARIES .... $4.95 

(Add 50 cents for postage to your remittance.) 

National Alliance Books, Dept S 
Box 3535, Washington, DC 20007 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types . . 

“tf he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 




Andrew M*c<)ow»W 
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PHOENIX 


4 v 

CAMOSW 


Soldier of 
fortune 


T-SHIRTS 

$6.95 

Plus si.25 P&H each 
Regular T-Shirts are 
75% cotton, 25% 
polyester. Cammo 
T-shirts are a cot¬ 
ton/ply. mix and come 
in summer pattern with 
short or long sleeve. 
Sweatshirt is 100% 
poly-foam-filled and 
comes in summer pat¬ 
tern. 


CAMMO 
S-SLEEVE I 


EXTENDED 

PRICE 


QUANTITY 


OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 20%, COLO. RESIDENTS ADD 3% 

PHOENIX 

Dept. 781, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 


TOTAL PRICE 


NAME 


CAMMO SWEATSHIRT 

with hood, zipper, SI.50 P&H 

CAMMO T-SHIRT 

$1.25 P&H 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


Include $1.25 P&H for all T-shirts 

RA 

La 

1 


patience 


VISA & Master Charge Accepted 
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BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1173 BOULDER, COLORADO 80302 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

THE JOURNAL OF PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURERS 

P.O. BOX 1397 
BOULDER 
COLORADO 80306 


4#" 


SIGN ON WITH THE PROFESSIONALS! 

You’re a man of action. So make SOLDIER OF FORTUNE your source of exclusive 
information on the world’s hotspots and the latest news on mercenaries, weapons, 
self-defense, clandestine operations and survival in a changing world. You can’t afford 
not to know. 


Name _ 


(please print) 


City _ 

Signature 


Zip code 


□ Bill Me (U.S.A. Only) □ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only please) 
Please charge my □ VISA □ Matter Charge 


Exp. Dai 


Account No. 


USA, Canada, Mexico 1 Year (12 Issues) 

2nd Class (Brown Wrapper) □ $26 (Save $7) 

1 st Class (Sealed Envelope) □ $50 

Overseas 

Surface □ $33 

Air □ $70 

Please make check or money order payable to: 


2 Years (24 Issues) 

□ $ 52 (Save $14) 

□ $100 

□ $ 66 
□ $140 


SOF45 
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P.O. BOX 1397, BOULDER. CO 80306 
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THE BRAVE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN IN THEIR 
FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET AGGRESSION 
AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds collected will be donated to pro-western Afghan 
resistance groups selected by the SOF staff. 

These funds will be used solely for the purchase of arms, 
ammunition and medical supplies as specified by the groups 
receiving assistance. No funds collected 
will be expended for salaries or 
administration. 


Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 
Afghan Freedom Fighters’Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO. 80306 


1 ; _ I I' 

17”x22” poster of the above available. Send $3.95 to: Afghan Poster, Soldier of Fortune Magazine, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 








